
chministries.orgThe biblical solution to healthcare costs
Christian Healthcare Ministries

Thyroid replacement 
therapy

Pregnancy reveals 
chronic liver disease,

CHM shares 
$80,000

Introducing 
Heartfelt Radio

Troubleshooting at the 
pharmacy counter

September 2018   
Issue 9

CHM group testimony: 
Members rally to support 
child with cerebral palsy

http://foothills.org
http://heartfeltradio.org
http://chministries.org


President & CEO: 
Rev. Dr. Howard S. Russell

Vice President, 
Administration: 

Ryan McGraw 
Vice President, 

Program Services: 
Rich Bochart 

Editor: 
Lauren Gajdek 

Assistant Editor: 
Katlyn Stryker  
Web Editor: 

Carolyn Alexander 
Graphic Design: 

Erik Gibson

Contributors: 
Rev. Dr. Howard 

Russell,  
Dr. Michael Jacobson,  

Dr. Carol Peters-
Tanksley, 

George Korda,  
Nancy Coveleskie,  

Lauren Gajdek,  
Katlyn Stryker, 
Rosie Kabellar, 

Carasella Mancari

A wall of separation?
 By Rev. Dr. Howard S. Russell, CHM President & CEO

Social media is all the rage in the 
21st century—for good and for ill. 
Unfortunately, ill often sells better than 
good. 

Memes are popular on social media 
because they convey a simple message 
simply. Merriam-Webster dictionary 
defines a meme as, “an amusing or 
interesting item (such as a captioned 
picture or video) or genre of items that is 
spread widely online, especially through 
social media.”

One such meme, titled “The Only Wall 
America Needs,” is a cartoon showing a 
wall running diagonally from upper-left 
to lower-right of the photo. On the right-
hand side of the wall are drawings of a 
church, synagogue, and mosque with 
captions and arrow saying “Church,” and, 
“Religion goes here.”

On the wall’s left-hand side are drawings 
of government buildings captioned “State,” 
and a public school, with an arrow and 
caption that says, “Science goes here.” 

Underneath it all, referring back to “The 
Only Wall America Needs,” it says, “A large 
high wall.”

In some ways, what the meme says is 
correct: Christians don’t want the state 
telling them what in the Bible they are 
allowed to believe, what is legal for a 
minister to preach, or to be punished for 
declaring Christian beliefs. 

The state doesn’t want a co-equal official 
standing with the church, as it is in 
England, where the monarch is both head 
of state and head of the church. Thus, the 
wording of the First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution: “Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment of 
religion or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof…”

However, some in America take the wall 
of separation to mean there can be no 
expressions of faith in the public square 
because it breaches the wall. That’s why 
there are periodic attacks on prayer before 
public meetings and the like. 

What some seem to want is that if public 
officials are people of faith, they should 
not be asked about it and, if asked, 
shouldn’t tell. 

That wasn’t part of national life for many 
years. How our country dealt with this in 
the past is instructive on how we ought to 
approach the subject today. 

That’s because principles don’t change. 
Politics change. Emotions change. Issues 
change. But not principles. 

• Marsh vs. Chambers, decided by the 
U.S. Supreme Court on July 5, 1983. A 
Nebraska state senator had objected 
to prayers at the start of legislative 
sessions. He filed a lawsuit to stop the 
prayers. 

The Supreme Court’s majority 
decision ruling that the prayer was not 
unconstitutional was written by Chief 

Justice Warren Burger: “On September 
25, 1789, three days after Congress 
authorized the appointment of paid 
chaplains, final agreement was reached 
on the language of the Bill of Rights. 
Clearly the men who wrote the First 
Amendment Religion Clauses did not 
view paid legislative chaplains and 
opening prayers as a violation of that 
Amendment, for the practice of opening 
sessions with prayer has continued 
without interruption ever since that 
early session of Congress (emphasis 
added).

• George Washington, the nation’s 
first president, was president of the 
Constitutional Convention from which 
the U.S. Constitution emerged. His 
National Thanksgiving Proclamation of 
Oct. 3, 1789 (as it appears on the Library 
of Congress’s website) said, in part: 

“Whereas it is the duty of all Nations 
to acknowledge the providence of 
Almighty God, to obey his will, to be 
grateful for his benefits, and humbly to 
implore his protection and favor—and 
whereas both Houses of Congress have 
by their joint Committee requested 
me to recommend to the People of 

See “Wall of separation,” page 12
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By Rachel Glover, Mesa, Ariz.

My husband, Michael, and I became CHM 
members in Jan. 2015. We were thankful 
to find this affordable healthcare cost 
solution and we enjoy reading Heartfelt 
Magazine each month.

Michael and I were ecstatic to discover in 
Sept. 2016 that I was pregnant with our 
first child. We wanted to try a home birth 
with an experienced midwife.

During the Christmas season I 
experienced itching all over my body. 
After some online research we concluded 
that it was probably hormonal itching due 
to the pregnancy.

Nothing to be alarmed about, or so we 
thought.

However, the itching grew worse and we 
began to suspect intrahepatic cholestasis 
of pregnancy (ICP), a disorder in which 
pregnancy hormones impair liver 
function; it usually disappears shortly after 
giving birth. My midwife also had become 
concerned. 

The events that followed happened so 
rapidly that it made my head spin: the 
midwife ordered extra lab work; the test 
results confirmed ICP; I was put under the 
care of an OB/GYN and was immediately 
scheduled to see a maternal fetal 
medicine doctor.

The doctor said he’d only seen one other 
patient with bile acid levels higher than 
mine and that I’d need to be induced the 
following week. Because of ICP, my womb 

had become a toxic environment and 
there was a high risk of stillbirth.

Crestfallen because we’d set our hopes on 
a low-intervention birth, we nevertheless 
knew the doctor’s recommendation was 
our little one’s best chance at survival. 
Despite many decisions to make in such a 
short time, we had peace because we felt 
the prayers of God’s people.

Micaiah Ray Glover was born on April 
7, 2017 at 36 weeks gestation and five 
pounds, nine ounces. By God’s grace, 
he was healthy and there were no birth 
complications! My junior high-age 
stepdaughter, Emmalyn, flew in during 
her spring break in order to see her new 
brother while still a newborn. That was 
an added blessing and help during a 
challenging time.

However, six weeks after the birth 
my itching had still not gone away 
and was actually getting worse. I had 
become jaundiced and had lost all of my 
pregnancy weight, plus 10 pounds. I had 
no appetite and was losing more sleep 
than usual for a mother of a newborn.

At my six-week postnatal checkup I was 
referred to a liver specialist. I scheduled an 
appointment with a physician’s assistant 
the following week. The day after, she 
called and instructed me to go directly to 
the emergency room.

Something was seriously wrong with my 
liver.

After six long days in the hospital, I 
was diagnosed with primary sclerosing 
cholangitis (PSC), a rare and chronic 
disease that damages bile ducts inside 
and outside the liver. I underwent two 
procedures to get my bile flowing 
normally again. Over the next two months 
my skin color normalized and the itching 
went away.

The staff at the hospital where I gave birth 
was familiar with CHM. They offered a 
discount of $15,000 if we paid quickly. I 
called CHM to verify that was the correct 
thing to do. We also received discounts 
from the OB/GYN and anesthesiologist. 
(Editor’s note: Please notify CHM 
immediately if your healthcare provider sets 
a deadline on a discount of 40 percent or 
more.) 

Though I also received excellent medical 
care from the hospital where I’d gone to 

The doctor 
said he’d 

only seen one other 
patient with bile acid 
levels higher than 
mine....my womb 
had become a toxic 
environment and 
there was a high risk 
of stillbirth.

See “Glover testimony,” page 14
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Dr. Michael 
Jacobson, D.O.
Medical Director, Christian Healthcare Ministries

127 Hazelwood Ave. 
Barberton, OH 44203

Phone: 800-791-6225 
Fax: 330-848-4322

doc@chministries.org 
(Please allow up to two weeks for a response. 
This service isn’t intended for acute problems or 
to replace the advice of your physician.)

Thyroid replacement therapy 
© Dr. Michael D. Jacobson, D.O. Do not reproduce this article without permission.

Hypothyroidism (low thyroid function) 
is one of the most common medical 
problems in the United States. 

Shaped like a butterfly and consisting 
of two lobes connected by a bridge 
(isthmus) of tissue, the thyroid gland is 
located just below the Adam’s apple and 
manufactures hormones essential to the 
normal metabolism of nearly every cell 
in the body. These hormones, including 
triiodothyronine (T3) and thyroxine (T4), are 
made from combining iodine and tyrosine 
(an amino acid). 

The most common cause of 
hypothyroidism is a deficiency of iodine 
in the diet. In the U.S., an autoimmune 
disorder that attacks the thyroid 
(Hashimoto’s thyroiditis) is responsible for 
most thyroid problems. 

Recently, I received two separate questions 
from CHM members about thyroid 
replacement hormone medication. 

One member wrote: 

Hi Dr. Jacobson, 

I was diagnosed with hypothyroidism 
almost two years ago when I went to see an 
endocrinologist because my emotions were 
feeling “off” without an identifiable cause. 

Blood work and a medical consultation 
confirmed that I had developed a goiter that, 
if left untreated, would need to be surgically 
removed. 

After a year of taking levothyroxine 
(100mcg), the doctor said the goiter was 

gone and I was functioning at 

normal levels. I’ve felt great. However, 
I’ve gotten more into natural and holistic 
solutions for other health concerns and 
wondered if there are such options for 
improved thyroid function, too. 

I’ve found multiple essential oils that have 
helped support various areas of health 
and have read about a few oils that could 
help support healthy thyroid function. If 
possible, I’d love to transition from taking 
the levothyroxine every day but I don’t know 
how to go about that or if it’s even an idea 
worth considering. 

Dr. Jacobson responded: 

If I were you and I were doing as well as 
you say you’re doing, I would not change 
a thing. As the old adage goes, “If it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it!” There is no natural 
substitute for thyroid hormone. It is either 
something your body makes (from raw 
materials such as iodine and amino acid), 
or you get deficient in it and your health 
is seriously affected. I’m not opposed to 
many natural health options, but in your 
case, I’d just take the synthetic thyroid 
medication. It’s almost exactly what your 
thyroid makes anyway. 

Another member wrote: 

I have been taking levothyroxine since late 
last year for hypothyroidism, which was 
diagnosed from a blood test. A subsequent 
blood test showed my thyroid hormone 
levels were better, and the medicine is 
working to combat the fatigue I had been 
experiencing. In 
fact, in terms 
of my energy 
level I 
haven’t felt 
this good in 
years.

However, 
since I 

started taking levothyroxine I have noticed 
an increase in anxiety. I even have to 
purposely breathe slowly at times to help 
quell the feeling. I also bite my lips a lot more. 

It really does seem that the anxiety is due 
to the medication. I would hate to stop 
the medicine because it’s helping me so 
much. Do you have some advice on how to 
manage the anxiety while still staying on 
the medicine? Alternatively, is there another 
remedy for hypothyroidism that you know 
about? 

I prefer not to take a separate medication 
to address the anxiety, but will do so if 
necessary. Do you have other ideas for me? 
I have also put a call in to my doctor but am 
hoping for more than one opinion. 

Dr. Jacobson responded: 

I suggest that you ask your doctor if 
they think that you can safely cut your 
levothyroxine dosage. Since you’re 
otherwise doing well, I suggest more 
than a 25 percent dosage reduction. 
Perhaps you can find that “sweet spot” 
where you’ll feel very well with the thyroid 
replacement, but aren’t experiencing too 
much stimulation of the metabolism—
this might be what’s contributing to your 
anxiety symptoms). 

See “Thyroid replacement therapy,” page 16
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Foothills Christian Church affirms 
miraculous birth, CHM members 
rally to support child with 
cerebral palsy   By Jan Kelley, Foothills Christian Church, 

El Cajon, Calif., and Joy Spriggs, CHM Group Membership Advisor 

Jan Kelley: Our Foothills Christian Church 
(FCC) staff has nearly 130 employees 
and about 50 more that make up our 
pre-kindergarten through high school 
education ministry. I oversee employee 
benefits and a few years ago I sought to 
counteract our church’s ever-increasing 
healthcare costs.

CHM’s ability to serve groups intrigued 
me; I spent a great deal of time 
researching more about the program 
and asking questions. The potential 
savings were significant, but we also 
wanted a healthcare program that 
would better serve our staff.

Joy Spriggs: Switching to CHM’s Gold 
program would save FCC roughly 
$100,000 annually and those funds 
would be redirected toward numerous 
ministries within the church, is what you 
told our CHM staff. Still, you indicated 
you were most encouraged by the 
prayer and spiritual support employees 
would receive.

CHM groups by the 
numbers
CHM has hundreds of participating 
groups—ranging in size from two 
people to hundreds of families—
among them church groups, nonprofit 
organizations of varying sizes and 
Christian schools and colleges. Group 
members must be Christians living by 
biblical principles.

Here are some fun facts about groups 
who use CHM to meet their healthcare 
needs:

• States with the highest number of 
groups: Ohio, Texas and Pennsylvania

• Group with the highest number of 
participants: Columbia International 
University (Columbia, South 
Carolina): 256 memberships

• Largest medical need received from 
2017 group participant: $240,684

To learn about the 
advantages of CHM 
group membership 
and how to get 
started, email groups@
chministries.org.

Now hear this please: Heartfelt Radio    

Christian radio helps spread the 
Good News of the Gospel of Christ 

and leads people to His kingdom. 

Now, Christian Healthcare Ministries 
is using radio to help spread the Good 

News about the Gospel and about 
our health care sharing ministry 
to the people of God. 

It’s a heartfelt addition—building on 
and connecting with Heartfelt, CHM’s 

monthly magazine— to create a new 
CHM outreach, Heartfelt Radio. It furthers 
our purpose of glorifying God and serving 
His people. 

Heartfelt Radio (heartfeltradio.org) a 24-
hour internet radio station to which you 
can listen almost anywhere—for free.

With an already in-place library of some 
6,000 inspirational, spiritual and soul-
lifting songs as well as testimonies from 
CHM members, Heartfelt Radio is already 
an important tool in CHM’s lineup of 
communications efforts.

It’s available via your desktop computer, 
laptop, smartphone or Amazon Alexa-
enabled smart speaker (such as Amazon 
Echo devices).

Here’s how to listen to Heartfelt Radio:

• On your desktop or laptop computer, 
go to heartfeltradio.org or click the 
radio link at chministries.org. 

See “Foothills Christian Church,” page 13

See “Heartfelt Radio,” page 15
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Three ways to transform your mind    

By Dr. Carol Peters-Tanksley, CHM Board of Directors 

Anxiety, 
depression, and 
other mental 
health challenges 
affect many 
people, even 
Christians. The 
National Alliance 
on Mental Illness 
(see nami.org/
Learn-More/
Mental-Health-

By-the-Numbers) reports that one in 
five people are affected by a mental 
health challenge each year. God created 
us as integrated human beings, and our 
physical, mental, emotional and spiritual 
wellbeing are all connected. 

You’ve probably read the Scripture, 
“And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind” (Romans 12:2). Renewing is 
a process that we must continuously 
engage in. 

However, this article is not about available 
mental health treatments. Instead, 

it’s about the things you and I can do 
ourselves to aid in the transforming of our 
minds. 

“GI-GO”
Years ago in my high-school computer 
class we were taught “garbage in, garbage 
out” (GI-GO). If one hole in an 80-column 
paper punch card wasn’t right, the 
computer program wouldn’t run. 

Your mind works similarly. If you want the 
“output” of positive, godly, courageous, 
kind, and helpful thoughts and emotions, 
choose that kind of mental “input.”  That’s 
what Philippians 4:8 talks about: choosing 
to think about what is honest, true, lovely, 
pure, of a good report, etc.

For example, research demonstrates 
the power of choosing gratitude daily 
(see greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/
item/how_gratitude_changes_you_
and_your_brain) while three minutes 
of negative news (see hbr.org/2015/09/
consuming-negative-news-can-make-
you-less-effective-at-work) can lower 

your work productivity and happiness for 
hours. 

God knew this all along; He created our 
minds, after all.

Consider the social media, magazines, 
music, TV shows and other input 
you consume. If your mind needs to 
transform, changing what you feed your 
mind is a great place to start. 

Keep the right kind of 
company
The late motivational speaker and 
entrepreneur Jim Rohn famously said, 
“You are the average of the five people 
you spend the most time with.” It’s true: 
you’re likely to display similar values, 
financial success, religious and political 
views, level of positivity, etc., as the 
people you hang out with. 

Jesus did not spend His time equally 
with everyone. You, too, can choose the 

See “Transform your mind,” page 17

Troubleshooting at the pharmacy counter    

By Nancy Coveleskie, CHMRx 

Editor’s note: CHMRx is a prescription 
discount card available to all CHM 
members. Learn more or request a card at 
chmrx.com.

Buying generic medication and shopping 
for the best prices at CHMRx-participating 
pharmacies can help lower prescription 
costs.

When purchasing a new medication, 
it’s sometimes hard to know if you’ve 
received the correct discount. Price hikes 
are easier to detect when you’re buying 
a monthly maintenance drug. Factors 

which may cause increases 
are a universal price increase 

from the medication’s manufacturer or 
a change from one generic supplier to 
another. If your discount card information 
is improperly entered into the pharmacy 
system, it’s another reason for a price 
discrepancy or increase.

If a price goes up, be sure to bring it to the 
pharmacy technician’s attention. Ask to 
see their computer screen so you know 
what Rx BIN number exists in their 
system. (All pharmacies use BIN numbers 
to process prescription drug transactions.) 
The proper BIN numbers are printed on 
your CHMRx plastic or paper card. The Rx 
BIN number for CHMRx plastic cards is 

009265. The Processor ID/Bin number for 
the paper cards is 610020. 

See “Pharmacy counter,” page 15
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Please do not send financial 
gifts directly to the people 
listed below. Giving should be 
sent via the CHM office (see 
page 8 sidebar). Addresses are 
provided below if you wish to 
send cards, letters or emails of 
encouragement.

1. Ellen Abramson: 3120 Cedar
Bay Dr., Melbourne, FL 32934
Condition: osteoarthritis. Total 
bills: $40,226. Donations:
$8,188. Remaining: $32,038.

2. Austin Amstutz: 586 1st
Rd. S., Fort Shaw, MT 59443
Condition: surgery to repair
congenital condition. Total 
bills: $30,274. Donations:
$11,308. Add-on bills: $1,350. 
Remaining: $20,316.

3. Clare Thomas Anderson:
3550 Springwheat, Rockford,
IL 61114 (ctanderson1968@
gmail.com) Condition: mass/
growth on neck. Total bills:
$7,866.

4. Cynthia Anderson: 2688
Sweetwater St., Austell, GA
30106 (martinstd@bellsouth.
net) Condition: breast cancer.
Total bills: $11,167. Donations: 
$14,249. Add-on bills: $9,655.
Remaining: $6,573.

5. Neal Andrews: 3105
Stanway Ct., Waxhaw, NC
28173 (nealnjess3@gmail.
com) Condition:
osteoarthritis.
Total bills: $18,450.
Donations: $9,792. 
Remaining: 
$8,658.

6. So Bang: 27214 N
24th Dr., Phoenix,
AZ 85085
(junchoi11@
gmail.com) Condition: heart
valve surgery. Total bills:
$236,855. Donations: $38,735. 
Remaining: $198,120.

7. Jill Banks: 2 W Walnut St.,
Washington, IN 47501
Condition: hip replacement.

Total bills: $8,669. Donations: 
$3,262. Add-on bills: $1,225. 
Remaining: $6,632.

8. Galen Barkman: 2023
Sneedsboro Rd., Morven,
NC 28119 (galenbarkman@
windstream.net) Condition:
valve replacement/aortic
repair. Total bills: $66,321.
Donations: $48,964. 
Remaining: $17,357.

9. Roger Bartlett: 1254
Parkview Ln NW, Kennesaw,
GA 30152 (r_bart@yahoo.
com) Condition: heart valve
surgery. Total bills: $40,367.
Donations: $22,769. Add-
on bills: $3,250. Remaining: 
$20,848.

10. Rebecca Beals: 7023 41st
Ave SE, Lacey, WA 98503
Condition: recurring breast
cancer. Total bills: $54,823.
Donations: $9,218. Add-on 
bills: $7,864. Remaining: 
$53,469.

11. Dale Beidleman: 18510
Waco St., Anoka, MN 55303
(dalebbei@hotmail.com)
Condition: knee surgery. Total
bills: $43,718. Donations:
$39,313. Discounts: $792. 
Remaining: $3,613.

12. Destaney Bohlender: 19461
CR 46, Lasalle, CO 80645
(destaney13@gmail.com)
Condition: hip surgery. Total

bills: $45,649. Donations: 
$45,310. Add-on bills: $3,066. 
Remaining: $3,405.

13. Thomas Bolyard: 2646
Farmlake Lane, Fort
Mill, SC 29708 Condition:
diabetes/foot surgery. Total 

bills: $46,473. Donations: 
$46,281. Add-on bills: $3,696. 
Remaining: $3,888. 

14. Bridon Bowen: 3453 E
Clark Ct., Gilbert, AZ 85297
(tlbow96@gmail.com)
Condition: knee surgery.
Total bills: $9,833. Donations: 
$5,618. Remaining: $4,215.

15. Christopher Bowman:
102 S Walnut St., Monterey,
TN 38574 Condition: rare
heart condition. Total bills:
$8,395. Donations: $1,412. 
Remaining: $6,983.

16. Lynette Boyer: 135
Wynshire Ln., Red Lion,
PA 17356 Condition: disc
surgery complications caused
cardiac arrest. Total bills:
$64,729. Donations: $60,932. 
Remaining: $3,797.

17. Carmen Breakey: 7324 E
4th Ave., Apt. #1, Anchorage,
AK 99504 Condition: sepsis/
partial foot amputation. Total
bills: $36,286. Donations: 
$6,121. Remaining: $30,165.

18. Konnie Brinkman: 11233
77th St., Glencoe, MN 55336
Condition: hip replacement.
Total bills: $7,139. Donations: 
$2,695. Remaining: $4,444.

19. Scott Bruns: 1009 Martin
Rd., Wheelersburg, OH 45694
(scott@sciotohills.com)
Condition: knee replacement.

Total bills: $39,084. Donations: 
$41,923. Add-on bills: $5,999. 
Remaining: $3,160.

20. Herbert Burnell: 955 W
275 S, Lafayette, IN 47909
Condition: heart
condition. Total bills: 

Prayer 
Page 
GIVING

Total needs remaining this month: $2,324,384
Each need would be met in full if each member family 

contributed $13.45 this month.
This amount is a suggestion; please consider giving today.

Christian 
Healthcare 
Ministries  
Prayer Page
Attn: Prayer Page

127 Hazelwood Ave 
Barberton, OH 44203

Phone: 800-791-6225  
(ask for the Prayer Page)

Fax: 330-798-6105

chministries.org

E-mail: prayerpage@
chministries.org

All the believers were one in 
heart and mind. No one claimed 
that any of his possessions 
was his own, but they shared 
everything they had... 
There were no needy persons 
among them. Acts 4:32, 34a

What is the  
Prayer Page?

The Prayer Page is an 
additional means by 
which CHM members 
help other Christians.

The medical needs listed 
on these pages are 
ongoing bills from pre-
existing conditions, which 
do not qualify for sharing 
through the regular 
CHM program. Giving 
to needs listed on 
these pages is not your 
CHM monthly gift. It is 
an opportunity to give 
over and above your gift 
amount. (Contributions 
to the Prayer Page are 
tax deductible, unlike 
your regular monthly 
financial gifts.) We urge 
you to send cards of 
encouragement even 
if you are unable to 
contribute financially. 
Guidelines Z and AA 
contain complete 
information.

See the sidebars on pages 
8-9 for more information 
on how to give.

Prayer Page
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And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise

$15,496. Donations: $5,829. 
Remaining: $9,667.

21. Sandra Byers: 201 Kell St., 
Salem, IL 62881 Condition: 
atrial fibrillation/sleep apnea. 
Total bills: $7,971. Donations: 
$5,959. Add-on bills: $2,429. 
Remaining: $4,441.

22. Frances Cameron: 144 
Alexander Rd., Purvis, MS 
39475 Condition: heart 
condition. Total bills: $10,623. 
Donations: $4,182. Remaining: 
$6,441. 

23. Zondra Carpenter: 801 W 
Tremont St., Grand Saline, TX 
75140 Condition: blood clots/
vein filter removal. Total bills: 
$13,458. Donations: $2,263. 
Remaining: $11,195.

24. Victor Channels: PO Box 747, 
Mason, OH 45040 Condition: 
colon cancer. Total bills: 
$80,862. Donations: $70,594. 
Remaining: $10,268.

25. Young Chu Chung: 2351 
Gallard St., Lawrenceville, 
GA 30043 Condition: 
Crohn’s disease. Total bills: 
$18,889. Donations: $15,267. 
Remaining: $3,622. 

26. Ruth Clarke: 2057 Newtown 
Hill Rd., Mansfield, PA 16933 
(clarke@ptd.net) Condition: 
hip replacement. Total bills: 
$53,312. Donations: $34,410. 
Discounts: $15,405. Add-on 
bills: $477. Remaining: $3,974.

27. Sherilynn Clary: 7371 North 
Rd., Arpin, WI 54410 Condition: 
skin cancer. Total bills: $10,170. 

28. Lara Jane Coffey: 240 Cedar 
Ridge Rd., Longview, TX 
75602 Condition: back pain/disc 
replacement. Total bills: $4,647. 
Donations: $831. Remaining: 
$3,816.

29. Byron Compton: 123 W. 
Pecan, La Grange, TX 78945 
Condition: blood clots and heart 
condition. Total bills: $18,281. 
Donations: $19,669. Discounts: 
$1,129. Add-on bills: $6,377. 
Remaining: $3,860.

30. Carlton Coston: 626 

Lexington, Abilene, TX 79605 
Condition: heart ablation. 
Total bills: $49,238. Donations: 
$44,798. Remaining: $4,440.

31. Calvin Cotterell: 206 
Sterling Ct., Kenai, AK 99611 
(wayupnorth7@hotmail.
com) Condition: back surgery. 
Total bills: $14,268. Donations: 
$7,944. Remaining: $6,324.

32. Lisa Coughlin Wafle: W5786 
50th Ct., Mauston, WI 53948 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $28,368. Donations: 
$24,337. Remaining: $4,031.

33. Jim Dauch: 153 County 
Rd. 302, Bellevue, OH 44811 
Condition: tendonitis. Total bills: 
$5,171. Donations: $2,014. 
Remaining: $3,157. 

34. Marci DeRoberts: 4533 Ivy 
Crest Circle, Louisville, KY 
40241 Condition: shoulder 
implant revision surgery. Total 
bills: $26,266. Donations: 
$4,417. Remaining: $21,849.

35. Paula DiMaio: 231 James, 
Westmont, IL 60559 Condition: 
ulcerative colitis/anemia. Total 
bills: $36,281. Donations: 
$33,582. Add-on bills: $3,900. 
Remaining: $6,599.

36. James Dinser: 4190 Beck Rd., 
Howell, MI 48843 Condition: 
bunion surgery. Total bills: 
$4,825. 

37. Theodore Docteur: 830 
Reeves Lane, Hamilton, MT 
59840 Condition: back pain. 
Total bills: $47,222. Donations: 
$36,197. Add-on bills: $6,619. 
Remaining: $17,644. 

38. Mark Dressler: PO Box 
784, Round Lake, IL 60073 
Condition: triple bypass surgery. 
Total bills: $92,240. Donations: 
$25,506. Discounts: $55,821. 
Remaining: $10,913. 

39. Christy Dunavant: 323 
Stewart St., Meadowlakes, 
TX 78654 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: $22,131. 
Donations: $3,721. Remaining: 
$18,410.

40. Cathryn Eberle: 20958 N 

99th Dr., Peoria, AZ 85382 
Condition: spinal surgery. 
Total bills: $7,500. Donations: 
$22,457. Add-on bills: $18,820. 
Remaining: $3,863.

41. Ruth Eicher: 1457 Plank Rd., 
Farmville, VA 23901 Condition: 
foot procedure. Total bills: 
$11,341. Donations: $7,157. 
Remaining: $4,184.

42. Tasha Ellerbeck-Fricke: 811 
W Stevens Ave., Sultan, WA 
98294 (tellerbeck@gmail.
com) Condition: kidney stones. 
Total bills: $19,809. Donations: 
$16,382. Add-on bills: $205. 
Remaining: $3,632.

43. Ronald Erb: 429 N Lewis 
Rd., Royersford, PA 19468 
(pastorerb@gmail.com) 
Condition: heart attack. Total 
bills: $181,507. 

44. Ronald Ernest: 4875 N 
Napoleon, Lima, OH 45801 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $4,499. Donations: 
$15,794. Add-on bills: $14,923. 
Remaining: $3,628.

45. Irene Esh: 1912 Clearfield 
Rd., Shipensburg, VA 17257 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $16,354. Donations: 
$8,773. Remaining: $7,581.

46. Jackie Evans: 21973 Redbud 
Rd., Oronogo, MO 64855 
Condition: lymphoma. Total 
bills: $77,794. 

47. Barbara Feldmann: 37741 
N Harding Ave., Lake Villa, IL 
60046 Condition: double knee 
replacement. Total bills: $19,675. 
Donations: $14,025. Add-on 
bills: $247. Remaining: $5,897. 

48. Rex Fennell: PO Box 129, 
Earth, TX 79031 Condition: 
quadruple bypass surgery. 
Total bills: $24,527. Donations: 
$13,563. Add-on bills: $52. 
Remaining: $11,016.

49. Ricky Ferrari: 9 2nd St. 
SE, Crosby, MN 56441 
(dollyandrick@charter.net) 
Condition: heart attack. Total 
bills: $92,989. Donations: 
$110,618. Add-on bills: 
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Who can give?
All readers are 
invited to give to 
Prayer Page needs 
(above regular 
monthly gifts) as 
they feel led.

All giving is 
voluntary; there is no 
obligation to give to 
Prayer Page needs 
to remain a CHM 
member.

How much 
should I give?
Give however much 
you feel led to give. 

See the “Prayer Page 
Giving” box on page 
7 for suggestions.

How do I send 
my gift?
You can send 
financial gifts for the 
Prayer Page directly 
to the CHM office. 
The advantages of 
sending donations 
in this manner are 
that they are tax 
deductible and 
the paying down 
of medical bills is 
tracked without 
additional reporting 
burdens on Prayer 
Page recipients.

Please make your 
check out to CHM 
and write “Prayer 
Page” on the memo 
line. If you would like 
to specify a recipient, 
please also write 
their name on your 
check. Prayer Page 
needs are shared 
until they are paid in 
full (as long as there 
is no lapse in

Continued on  
the page 9 sidebar
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him up...The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective...James 5:15a, 16b

$22,315. Remaining: $4,686.
50. Wayne Fisher: 345 

Hornbeam Rd., Sabina, 
OH 45169 Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: $1,425. 
Donations: $5,590. Add-on 
bills: $12,851. Remaining: 
$8,686.

51. Lowell Franklin: 5204 Union 
Lake Ct., Forth Worth, TX 
76137 Condition: hip pain/
osteoarthritis. Total bills: 
$24,614. Donations: $9,294. 
Add-on bills: $300. Remaining: 
$15,260.

52. James Frederick: 1108 Lake 
Charles Cir., Lutz, FL 33548 
(jim240Z@aol.com) Condition: 
hernia repair. Total bills: 
$26,657. Donations: $18,674. 
Remaining: $7,983. 

53. Debra Gabehart: 111 Girard 
Park Dr. #19, Lafayette, LA 
70503 Condition: carotid 
artery disease. Total bills: 
$22,467. Donations: $18,211. 
Remaining: $4,256. 

54. Thomas Garbett: PO Box 
217, Brenham, TX 77834 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $10,110. Donations: 
$3,809. Add-on bills: $252. 
Remaining: $6,466.

55. Daniel Glover: 60339 
Hedgewood Ln., Bend, OR 
97702 Condition: skin cancer. 
Total bills: $151,102. Donations: 
$132,813. Add-on bills: 15,342. 
Remaining: $33,631.

56. Joel Goodwin: 11799 
Irish Ave. N, Stillwater, MN 
55082 Condition: heart device 
replacement. Total bills: $25,428. 
Donations: $24,491. Add-
on bills: $3,836. Remaining: 
$4,773.

57. Carol Green: 1140 Keystone 
Dr., Pleasant View, TN 37146 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $4,665. Donations: 
$784. Add-on bills: $1,466. 
Remaining: $5,347.

58. Jamie Green: 204 
Bridgewood Dr., West Des 
Moines, IA 50266 (cameron@

absolutesuppliers.com) 
Condition: mass in neck. Total 
bills: $19,590. 

59. Barbara Gunderson: 6098 
Old Glory Ln., Neenah, WI 
54956 Condition: benign brain 
tumor. Total bills: $37,431. 
Donations: $6,344. Remaining: 
$31,087.

60. Jimmy Hagy: 2134 Wittens 
Mill Rd., North Tazewell, VA 
24630 Condition: complications 
from heart procedure. Total bills: 
$31,802. Donations: $21,857. 
Remaining: $9,945. 

61. Melanie Haines: 09747 
County Rd M-75, Montpelier, 
OH 43543 Condition: procedure 
for female problems. Total bills: 
$19,753. Donations: $16,100. 
Remaining: $3,653. 

62. Lisa Hallows: 2551 S 
Sycamore Cir., Washington, 
UT 84780 Condition: torn 
meniscus. Total bills: $6,062. 
Donations: $1,019. Remaining: 
$5,043.

63. Daniel Hartman: 12126 Scott 
Rd., Waynesboro, PA 17268 
Condition: pancreatitis. Total 
bills: $7,251. Donations: $2,768. 
Remaining: $4,483.

64. Wade Haught: 2225 Knob 
Hill Dr., Corinth, TX 76210 
Condition: heart condition. Total 
bills: $2,643. 

65. Gary Heffner: 542 Bennett 
St., Lebanon, MO 65536 
Condition: removal of mass 
in throat. Total bills: $22,402. 
Donations: $8,266. Remaining: 
$14,136.

66. Crystal Herrington: 1207 
Hilltop Dr., Palestine, TX 
75801 (crystal_bailey89@
yahoo.com) Condition: ovarian 
cyst/mass removal. Total bills: 
$5,347. 

67. Rosalind Hilkey: 10292 N 
Morgan Blvd., Cedar Hills, 
UT 84062 Condition: bone 
reconstructive surgery. Total 
bills: $36,883. Donations: 
$25,369. Remaining: $11,514. 

68. Kelly Holdeman: 1080 Pecan 

Ave., DeRidder, LA 70634 
Condition: seizures/eye pain. 
Total bills: $13,899. Donations: 
$2,337. Remaining: $11,562. 

69. Bill Howe: 309 Crepe Myrtle 
Way, Bowling Green, KY 
42104 Condition: knee surgery. 
Total bills: $20,177. Donations: 
$13,530. Remaining: $6,647. 

70. Jeffrey & Denise Hoyt: 800 
Arbor Lane, Winona Lake, IN 
46590 Condition: The Hoyts’ 
teenage daughter, Amaya, 
had follow-up surgery after 
a foot reconstruction. Total 
bills: $2,552. Donations: $429. 
Remaining: $2,123. 

71. Marlin Jantz: 3650 Linnie 
Rheber Rd., Liberty, KY 42539 
(marlinrj1@gmail.com) 
Condition: heart valve problem. 
Total bills: $54,599. Donations: 
$9,181. Remaining: $45,418. 

72. Earl Jarman: 2215 E Virginia 
St., Mesa, AZ 85213 Condition: 
kidney stones. Total bills: $6,982. 
Donations: $2,770. Remaining: 
$4,212.

73. Cheryl Johnston: 3616 
Sherwood Dr., Coeur d’Alene, 
ID 83815 (thejohnstonsare@
msn.com) Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: $16,622. 
Donations: $16,788. Add-
on bills: $7,697. Remaining: 
$7,531.

74. Julie Johnston: 322 
Chenoweth Dr., Corpus Christi, 
TX 78404 Condition: foot/ankle 
surgery. Total bills: $11,500. 
Donations: $4,200. Remaining: 
$7,300.

75. Stephen Karnes: 301 
Zandale Dr., Lexington, 
KY 40503 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: $4,972. 
Donations: $947. Add-on bills: 
$6,283. Remaining: $10,308. 

76. James Kirkpatrick: 13801 
County Rd 207, Lampasas, 
TX 76560 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: $17,195. 
Donations: $15,810. Add-
on bills: $4,441. Remaining: 
$5,826.
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How do I use 
the Giving 
Guide?
In the Giving Guide 
(chministries.org/
givingguide), find the 
range of membership 
numbers in which 
your number falls. You 
can send a gift to the 
need number that 
corresponds to your 
member number.

For example, if your 
number is 140000, you 
can send to need #16.

These directions are 
only suggestions; if 
you are not a CHM 
member or feel led by 
the Lord to give to a 
need other than the 
one suggested, please 
do so!

How do I 
send my gift? 
(Continued 
from the page 8 
sidebar)

membership) and 
CHM reserves the 
right to allocate your 
gift to any Prayer 
Page recipient with 
eligible medical bills. 
We will forward any 
card or encouraging 
note that you 
include, or you can 
send it directly to a 
recipient.

If you wish to 
donate to Prayer 
Page needs using 
your credit card 
or bank account, 
please call the CHM 
Member Assistance 
department at 
330-848-1511, ext. 
5993. Donations 
can also be made 
online via the CHM 
Member Portal at 
chministries.org/
members.
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77. Dorian Knight: 4011 E San Gabriel 
Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85044 (doriank@
cox.net) Condition: neck/spine surgery. 
Total bills: $17,355. 

78. Dale Koob: 334 Galena St., 
Worthington, MN 56187 Condition: 
heart valve surgery. Total bills: $158,252. 
Donations: $114,785. Remaining: 
$43,467. 

79. Francis Gail Kostelny: 1114 Macon 
Ave., Canon City, CO 81212 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $24,424. 
Donations: $20,609. Remaining: 
$3,815.

80. Donna Kraniewski: 15006 Buckley 
Rd., Marion, IL 62959 (donna.kski@
gmail.com) Condition: chest pain/acid 
reflux. Total bills: $7,186. Donations: 
$4,246. Add-on bills: $1,052. 
Remaining: $3,992.

81. Elizabeth Kurtz: 2776 Richard 
Rd., Middleburg, PA 17842 
Condition: colitis/intestinal 

surgery. Total bills: $25,149. Donations: 
$21,952. Remaining: $3,197.

82. Angela Lahti: 2552 Gilpin Court, 
Loveland, CO 80538 Condition: 
cataract surgery. Total bills: $7,370. 
Donations: $1,249. Remaining: $6,121. 

83. Denise K. Larson: 12935 Fawns 
Ridge, Fishers, IN 46038 Condition: 
hip replacement. Total bills: $26,896. 
Donations: $26,217. Add-on bills: 
$3,151. Remaining: $3,830. 

84. Deborah Lengacher: 6914 Milan Ctr. 
Rd., New Haven, IN 46774 Condition: 
gallbladder surgery. Total bills: $26,073. 
Donations: $18,027. Add-on bills: 
$4,354. Remaining: $12,400. 

85. Anthony Lopez: 2048 W Blakes 
Creek Ave., Nampa, ID 83686 
Condition: recurring testicular cancer. 
Total bills: $3,825. Donations: $645. 
Remaining: $3,180. 

86. Olivia Luse: 800 S 400 W, Lebanon, 
IN 46052 (olivialuse@gmail.com) 

Condition: Crohn’s disease and kidney 
stones. Total bills: $12,596. Donations: 
$12,073. Add-on bills: $1,812. 
Remaining: $2,335.

87. Lisa Madsen: PO Box 417, Hyrum, 
UT 84319 Condition: cancer. Total 
bills: $27,789. Donations: $20,068. 
Remaining: $7,721. 

88. Ione Maple: PO Box 711, Christmas 
Valley, OR 97641 Condition: cataract 
surgery. Total bills: $6,805. Donations: 
$2,652. Remaining: $4,153.

89. Dwight Martin: 1261 Clyde School 
Rd., McBee, SC 29101 Condition: 
heart condition. Total bills: $125,000. 
Donations: $176,129. Add-on bills: 
$56,646. Remaining: $5,517.

90. Kelly McCrary: 561 Adams Gate Rd., 
Winston-Salem, NC 27107  
(kelly.mccrary@yahoo.com) Condition: 
endometriosis. Total bills: $15,250. 

91. Kelly Might: 13221 Overland Pass, 
Bee Cave, TX 78738 Condition: back 

CHM’s pre-existing condition program helps with 
knee replacement, eases caregiver’s concerns   

By member Vicki Rispoli, St. Augustine, Fla.

Seven years ago life was good: my 
husband was a chemical engineer with 
a good income and health insurance 
policy; I was serving as a youth minister 
and also working for a ministry in Haiti. 
God blessed us with the means to put our 
three children through college.

Then came a dreadful diagnosis: we 
found out that my husband, James, had 
Huntington’s disease, a fatal genetic brain 
disorder with no cure.

Eventually he had to stop working and I 
was no longer able to be on his insurance 
policy. I’m so grateful that some friends 
told me about CHM. In Oct. 2015 I joined 
the Gold and Brother’s Keeper programs.

I’ve had a number of minor health issues 
for which CHM members have shared 
my medical bills. However, the most 
significant event was in Oct. 2017, the 
total replacement of my right knee. 

I don’t know what we would have done 
without CHM’s support; it would have 
been very difficult for me to take care of 
James’ future needs if I hadn’t had knee 
surgery.

Without CHM we would have been facing 
over $60,000 in medical bills just for the 
knee replacement; but thanks be to God 
that the healthcare providers were so 
willing to work with me and the bills were 

reduced by over $41,000! The hospital bill 
discount alone was over $30,000.

Through the Gold program’s pre-existing 
schedule, CHM members shared the 
remaining amount of nearly $19,000.

I thank God that in spite of Huntington’s 
disease, James is doing quite well right 
now. God is taking care of us and has 
made our burden lighter by working 
through our family, friends and CHM 
members. The ministry is a great blessing 
to us and we enjoy giving to the Prayer 
Page and reading the stories of God’s 
people each month in Heartfelt Magazine.

We ask for your continued prayers for 
James, our family and all families facing 
Huntington’s disease. Please join us in 
asking God that a cure can be found. 

God bless you all. 

“Prayer Page,” continued from page 9
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pain/surgery. Total bills: $21,966. 
Donations: $3,694. Remaining: 
$18,272. 

92. Joseph Milholm: 2481 Bancroft 
Rd., McDonald, TN 37353 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $7,441. 
Donations: $1,273. Remaining: $6,168. 

93. Andrew Miller: 1854 County Rd 140, 
Sugarcreek, OH 44681 Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: $5,599. 

94. Barry Miller: 4162 Fletcher Dr., 
Greencastle, PA 17225 (barry.
miller315@gmail.com) Condition: 
knee infection. Total bills: $22,663. 
Donations: $21,362. Add-on bills: 
$45,885. Remaining: $47,186.

95. Leslie Miller: 2851 560th St. SW, 
Kalona, IA 52247 Condition: back 
surgery. Total bills: $22,283. 

96. Sam Miller: 10048 Crabapple Ln., 
Middlebury, IN 46540 (Frontline955@
gmail.com) Condition: double knee 
replacement. Total bills: $59,004. 

97. Chris Mills: 1314 Noble Pl., 
Orlando, FL 32801 Condition: broken 
hip replacement. Total bills: $58,710. 
Donations: $21,828. Remaining: 
$36,882.

98. Deborah Mills: 3425 White Oaks 
Dr., Abilene, TX 79606 Condition: 
Deborah’s husband, Thomas, passed 
away after a battle with myelodysplasia 
(blood condition). Total bills: $26,849. 
Donations: $102,398. Discounts: $21. 
Add-on bills: $88,314. Remaining: 
$12,744.

99. Courtney Moore: 40 Hamilton 
Way, Hawkinsville, GA 31036 
(courtneyfmoore@gmail.com) 
Condition: brain tissue condition. Total 
bills: $28,261. Donations: $92,182. 
Add-on bills: $152,986. Remaining: 
$89,065. 

100. Hugh Morris: 8344 Chatham Rd., 
Medina, OH 44256 Condition: liver 
cancer. Total bills: $36,461. Donations: 
$22,721. Remaining: $13,740. 

101. Steven Mosteller: 3907 
Countryside Ln., Glenview, IL 60025 
Condition: heart condition. Total bills: 
$9,696. 

102. David Omley: 403 Rancho Vista, 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 Condition: 
heart/stent surgery. Total bills: $19,065. 

Donations: $7,025. Remaining: 
$12,040.

103. Melissa A. O’Neil: 5400 W Sudbury 
Dr., Muncie, IN 47304 Condition: 
tumor removal. Total bills: $63,824. 
Donations: $44,916. Add-on bills: 
11,756. Remaining: $30,664. 

104. Sooyoung Park: 16212 Eagleridge 
Ct., La Mirada, CA 90638 Condition: 
glaucoma. Total bills: $6,013. 

105. Danny Perdue: PO Box 1708, Red 
Oak, TX 75154 (dpcolours@yahoo.
com) Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $14,929. Donations: $7,819. 
Remaining: $7,110. 

106. Timothy Pfeiffer: 1015 S Ferry St., 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 Condition: 
prostate cancer. Total bills: $66,055. 
Donations: $45,856. Add-on bills: 
$3,604. Remaining: $23,803. 

107. Brinlee Priddis: 5364 Rustic Falls 
Dr., Dublin, OH 43016 Condition: 
endometriosis. Total bills: $8,339. 

108. Robert Recker: 1104 Daniel Boone 
Dr., Green River, WY 82935  
(rev.rr@hotmail.com) Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: $30,485. 

109. Ellen Reddick: 11611 Reddick 
Lane, St. Onge, SD 57779 Condition: 
brain tumor. Total bills: $20,079. 
Donations: $87,043. Add-on bills: 
$115,648. Remaining: $48,684. 

110. John Reynolds: 2219 Leland Way, 
Salina, KS 67402 (john@rlopalaw.
net) Condition: pacemaker/defibrillator 
surgery. Total bills: $55,730. Donations: 
$45,319. Remaining: $10,411.

111. Ronald Richey: 4516 Miami Dr., 
Plano, TX 75093 (ron.richey322@
gmail.com) Condition: heart disease. 
Total bills: $23,724. Donations: $22,574. 
Add-on bills: $3,284. Remaining: 
$4,434.

112. Grady Robertson: 3410 98th St. 
Ste. 4, #347, Lubbock, TX 79423 
(grady@woodgraphix.com) Condition: 
heart surgery. Total bills: $5,994. 

113. Rebecca Samdahl: 10170 Essex 
Village Dr., Tucson, AZ 85748 
Condition: heart valve surgery. Total 
bills: $11,109. Donations: $1,868. 
Remaining: $9,241. 

114. Dexter Scanlan: PO Box 22, 
Glenpool, OK 74033 Condition: 

hip replacement. Total bills: $6,359. 
Donations: $2,342. Remaining: $4,017.

115. Robert Schaefer: 917 Turner Pond 
Dr., Garner, NC 27529 Condition: 
colorectal cancer. Total bills: $58,007. 
Donations: $9,765. Remaining: 
$48,242. 

116. Ruth Schrock: 3336 Underwood 
Rd., Oakland, MD 21550 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $2,683. 

117. Nicole Sharp: 5413 N 3100 W, 
Amalga, UT 84335 Condition: enlarged 
tonsils/adenoids. Total bills: $3,525. 

118. Todd Simon: PO Box 523, Brush, 
CO 80723 (toddsimon0@gmail.com) 
Condition: hip replacement. Total bills: 
$94,465. Donations: $172,002. Add-on 
bills: $82,743. Remaining: $5,206.

119. Michael Steinhauser: 3319 W 
Stoneway Dr., Sandusky, OH 44870 
(Mgsteinhauser@gmail.com) 
Condition: heart valve repair. Total bills: 
$107,647. Donations: $20,892. Add-on 
bills: $1,176. Remaining: $87,931. 

120. Stephen Sutton: 2080 Muddy 
Branch Rd., Clarksville, TN 37043 
Condition: rotator cuff surgery. Total 
bills: $6,586. Donations: $1,107. 
Remaining: $5,749. 

121. Julie Symens: 45393 
120th St., Sisseton, SD 57262 
(Renew2beginagain@gmail.com) 
Condition: surgery complications. Total 
bills: $3,451. Donations: $2,698. Add-
on bills: $2,153. Remaining: $2,906. 

122. Teresa Taylor: PO Box 126, 
Richmond, UT 84333 (airteresa@
live.com) Condition: hysterectomy. 
Total bills: $11,901. Donations: $7,508. 
Remaining: $4,393. 

123. Deborah Thoman: 5180 Lane St., 
Flushing, MI 48433 Condition: breast 
cancer. Total bills: $32,344. Donations: 
$5,439. Add-on bills: $26,530. 
Remaining: $53,435. 

124. Jean Thomas: 84 Spring Lake Lane 
8187, Ellijay, GA 30536 Condition: 
hysterectomy. Total bills: $22,281. 
Donations: $3,806. Remaining: 
$18,475. 

125. Steven Thompson: PO Box 
512, Lakemore, OH 44250 
(saltywaterjet43@yahoo.com) 
Condition: foot surgery. Total bills: 
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$33,915. Donations: $44,207. Add-on 
bills: $32,541. Remaining: $22,249.  

126. Charles Tracy: 915 Swilling Rd., 
Eastanollee, GA 30538 Condition: 
heart condition. Total bills: $43,084. 
Donations: $45,473. Discounts: $4,104. 
Add-on bills: $11,689. Remaining: 
$5,195.

127. Ronald Tubbs: 2461 Whisper Dr., 
Miamisburg, OH 45342 Condition: 
prostate surgery. Total bills: $8,874. 
Donations: $1,492. Add-on bills: $206. 
Remaining: $7,588. 

128. Jared Tucker: 2476 Seren Dr., 
Lebanon, IN 46052 Condition: knee 
surgery. Total bills: $8,031. Donations: 
$4,309. Remaining: $3,722. 

129. Doreen Wagenaar: 7616 W Rio Rd., 
Lincoln, NE 68505 (doreendawn7@
gmail.com) Condition: osteoarthritis. 
Total bills: $13,626. Donations: $38,607. 
Add-on bills: $30,046. Remaining: 
$5,065. 

130. Les Warkentin: PO Box 39, Winton, 
CA 95388 Condition: pacemaker 
replacement surgery. Total bills: $9,465. 
Donations: $1,592. Remaining: $7,873. 

131. Jennifer Weber: 119 Charter House 
Rd., Columbia, SC 29212 Condition: 
hip replacement. Total bills: $6,328. 
Donations: $1,114. Remaining: $5,214. 

132. Thomas Wellman: 1474 
Commodore Way, Hollywood, FL 

33019 Condition: prostate cancer. 
Total bills: $14,546. Donations: $2,446. 
Remaining: $12,100. 

133. Curvin Wenger: 145 Spangler 
Rd., Lebanon, PA 17042 Condition: 
diverticulitis surgery. Total bills: $41,614. 
Donations: $22,722. Remaining: 
$18,892. 

134. Thomas Westcott: PO Box 638, 
Glenwood Springs, CO 81602 
(westcottgws@hotmail.com) 
Condition: triple bypass heart surgery. 
Total bills: $52,563. Donations: $43,519. 
Remaining: $9,044.

135. Steven White: 33717 Forster Rd., 
La Crescent, MN 55947 Condition: 
hydrocele (fluid-filled sac) removal. 
Total bills: $10,050. Donations: $1,690. 
Remaining: $8,360. 

136. Leslie Whitehead: 2278 Regent 
Way #2, Castro Valley, CA 94546 
Condition: gallstones. Total bills: 
$33,151. Donations: $28,834. 
Remaining: $4,317.

137. Ross Williams: 312 Livermore Rd., 
Browning, MT 59417 (lauriejean07@
gmail.com) Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: $22,872. 
Donations: $14,505. Remaining: 
$8,367. 

138. John Williamson: 142 Curtis Rd., 
Portland, ME 04103 (jgwilliamson8@
hotmail.com) Condition: hip 

replacement. Total bills: $34,849. 
139. Don Winder: PO Box 1053, Taylor, 

AZ 85939 Condition: heart attack/
surgery. Total bills: $55,910. 

140. Kaye Witmer: 537 N Farmersville 
Rd., Ephrata, PA 17522 Condition: 
removal of benign mass. Total bills: 
$35,156. Donations: $18,798. 
Remaining: $16,358. 

Prayer Page needs 
shared last month

Thank you for your faithful giving!

$417,617.46

the United States a day of public 
thanksgiving and prayer to be observed 
by acknowledging with grateful hearts 
the many signal favors of Almighty 
God especially by affording them an 
opportunity peaceably to establish a 
form of government for their safety and 
happiness.”

• Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of the 
United States, on March 30, 1863 made 
a proclamation calling America to a day 
of “National Humiliation, Fasting and 
Prayer.” 

“We have been the recipients of the 
choicest bounties of Heaven; we have 
been preserved these many years in 
peace and prosperity; we have grown 
in numbers, wealth, and power as no 
other nation has ever grown. But we 
have forgotten God. We have forgotten 
the gracious hand which preserved us 
in peace and multiplied and enriched 
and strengthened us, and we have 
vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of 
our hearts, that all these blessings were 
produced by some superior wisdom 

and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with 
unbroken success, we have become too 
self-sufficient to feel the necessity of 
redeeming and preserving grace, too 
proud to pray to the God that made us.”

Is the meme correct? In one way, yes. But 
in another—in the suggestion that faith 
has no place in the public square, it’s quite 
wrong. 

God bless all of us, and the United States 
of America.

“Wall of separation,” continued from page 2
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Meet your CHM staff: Bethany Pavlak  
and Jonathan Lambert
Bethany Pavlak and Jonathan Lambert 
are part of the CHM department that 
enters medical bill information into the 
ministry’s database.

Bethany Pavlak

Please share 
your journey 
of becoming 
a Christian. 
Though I grew 
up in a Christian 
home, I saw 
Christianity as 
a lifestyle for 
people who 

were naturally nice to others. During 
the summer after my high school senior 
year, I attended Summit Ministries’ camp 
in Manitou Springs, Colo. It was the first 
time I’d heard arguments supporting the 
existence and power of Christ throughout 
history and outside of circular reasoning. 

That summer altered everything about 
my life, and while a student at Kent State 
University in Kent, Ohio, I began leading 

Young Life Western Reserve in Hudson, 
Ohio, a ministry for students and young 
adults with disabilities.

What difference do you hope to make 
at CHM? I want to encourage the people 
around me and ease the burdens of our 
CHM members.

What would you like members to 
know? Send us your medical bills as 
soon as you can. The sooner you give us 
complete itemized bills, the sooner we 
can begin the sharing process (which 
means faster reimbursement).

What is the most unusual job you’ve 
had? Though not an “unusual” job, I 
worked in a really small law firm for a few 
months. I served as a paralegal despite 
having never been trained. I learned at 
that time that I’m most certainly not cut 
out to be a paralegal!

What’s your most memorable vacation? 
My family traveled to Europe during 
Christmastime in 2014. We walked 
through Paris and attended a Christmas 

Day service at the Notre Dame Cathedral. 
I also bungee-jumped over a small lake in 
Switzerland. That will always be one of my 
favorite experiences.

What’s your top bucket list item? My 
favorite thing is adventuring with my new 
husband, Mike. We want to hike in Banff 
(Alberta, Canada) and visit some of the 
Nordic countries as soon as he completes 
his doctorate of physical therapy 
program.

Jonathan Lambert

Describe 
your favorite 
childhood 
memory. My 
birthday falls on 
a holiday, so my 
parents made a 
tradition of taking 
me on a weekend 
trip in lieu of gifts. 

I will always cherish those memories.

Jan: If you 
would have 
asked me 
back then 
what I liked 
most about 
the “nuts 
and bolts” 
of CHM, 

I would have said it’s because members 
can receive treatment from any doctor or 
hospital, they don’t need pre-approval for 
treatment and that they’re in charge of 
their own healthcare decisions.

While those assurances have blessed our 
staff, another—and more personal—
reason now comes to mind: a miraculous 
birth and how CHM rallied to support one 

of our very own, Ryden Hoffman. His dad, 
Neil, is one of our pastors.

Joy: I remember first hearing about the 
complications surrounding little Ryden’s 
birth. His mother’s uterus ruptured during 
labor, which caused severe brain damage. 
He was in the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit (NICU) for three weeks and for four 
months he was under hospice care with 
little chance of survival.

Jan: He was unable to eat or swallow and 
doctors didn’t expect him to return home. 
But God had different plans: One of the 
most reputable specialist doctors in the 
United States heard about his condition 
and donated her time to perform a stem 
cell transplant. She offered to do the 
transplant in an ethical way that doesn’t 

violate Christian beliefs: by using umbilical 
cord blood stem cells from Trey, one of 
Ryden’s brothers.

Our church staff and members were 
nervous and prayed Ryden’s iron levels 
would climb high enough to undergo 
the procedure. Through prayer and 
God’s amazing grace, he underwent the 
transplant as an outpatient.

Though he takes more time to do things 
than other kids, he loves books, sits up, 
and is even crawling now. Today he is a 
thriving four-year-old boy and proof that 
God does indeed still perform miracles.

Joy: As a benefit to FCC employees, you 
prepare and submit to CHM 

See “Meet your staff,” page 14

See “Foothills Christian Church,” page 17

“Foothills Christian Church,” continued from page 5
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the emergency room, their billing staff 
wasn’t as easy to work with. Unfortunately, 
since it was an emergency I didn’t have 
time to contact CHM before being treated, 
but I remembered tips from Heartfelt 
Magazine and felt confident talking with 
the hospital staff. 

The staff, however, said they didn’t give 
discounts to CHM members. I called the 
ministry and was assured that it was 
going to be OK; I had done my best and 
CHM would share the bills regardless of 
whether there was a discount. 

At first I was intimidated about keeping 
track of my expenses and submitting 
bills and paperwork to the ministry. The 
ministry staff was patient and gracious in 
answering my questions and, once I got 
used to it, sending the information was 
easier than I anticipated. I even started a 
filing system to keep track of what was 
submitted, what was shared, on what we 
needed to make monthly payments, etc. 
(Editor’s note: A sample medical bill log for 
tracking healthcare expenses—maternity or 
otherwise—is available by logging into your 
Member Portal account at chministries.org/
members.)

In all, CHM members shared over $80,000 
in medical bills!

Today I still struggle with PSC and fatigue, 
its primary symptom. I have relapsed 
a couple of times and had another 

procedure performed in April 2018. Not 
much is known about PSC or what causes 
it, so we’re trying different options with 
my diet to see what may help.

My condition has humbled me because I’d 
always been a high-energy person. Now 
I’m grateful for the days I have energy 
whenever they occur. Micaiah is a typical 
active one-year-old and I do my best to 
keep up with him!

The journey has been frightening. When I 
was diagnosed with ICP we had to accept 
that our son might be stillborn. After 
learning about the PSC I wrestled 
with the fact that I might not live 
long enough to see him become an 
adult.

However, no matter what happens 
we know that God still works all 
things together for our good. We’re 
so thankful for everyone who 
prayed for us and I’m also grateful 
for the late diagnosis of ICP that 
enabled me to enjoy most of my 
pregnancy.

We love CHM and tell many 
people about the ministry. Some 
of my healthcare providers who 
hadn’t heard about CHM before were 
intrigued and said they wanted to learn 
more. After hearing my story, even our tax 
accountant was amazed by how much the 
ministry helped our family.

Thank you, CHM staff and members, and 
may God bless you as you do the work of 
His kingdom.

See CHM’s sample 
medical bill log and 
Gold program maternity 
guide at chministries.
org/maternity. 

“Glover testimony,” continued from page 3

When did you become a Christian? I 
attended a summer camp when I was in 
middle school. While there, I asked Jesus 
to become my Lord and Savior.

What Bible passage do you appreciate 
most? John 15:13 which says, “Greater 
love has no one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.” (NIV)

Where did you work before joining 
CHM? I was the associate director of 
student services at Out-of-the-Box 
Academy, a special education provider in 
Akron, Ohio.

What’s one thing you couldn’t live 
without? It’s difficult to imagine life 
without a good cup of coffee. Well, coffee 
and Jesus, of course!

Where do you most like to be? As much 
as I enjoy adventures, I’m a homebody at 
heart. My favorite place to be is at home 
with my family, relaxing as we watch 
movies and cook out.

“Meet your staff,” continued from page 13
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If the pharmacy is using any other BIN 
number, ask them to use the proper one 
and see if it adjusts the price.

Being prepared before you head to the 
pharmacy can help:  

• Please don’t wait until you’re 
completely out of your medications to 
refill.

• Check pharmacy ratings; often among 
the best are independent pharmacies 
or those in grocery stores

• When possible, have an idea ahead of 
time of what the medication should 
cost. Ask different pharmacists.

• Courtesy counts. Pharmacy staff 
members may receive extensive 
training on how to complete the 
transaction quickly so they can move 
onto the next customer, but they 
aren’t necessarily instructed in how to 
save you money. Again, this varies by 

pharmacy; some are well-trained in 
helping you achieve the lowest cost. 

• Have handy your BIN number from your 
card and the CHMRx Pharmacy Help 
Desk number (800-847-7147). Be your 
own best advocate!

If the pharmacy staff says that the “claim” 
won’t process with your BIN number or 
that your card is expired (your card does 
not expire), ask them to call the Pharmacy 
Help Desk number listed on your card. 
If you still don’t get resolution, you may 
need to purchase your medication, then 
contact CHMRx Member Services (fill out 
the troubleshooting form on chmrx.com/
contact or call 877-403-8233) to work on 
your behalf to resolve the problem.

CHMRx has saved ministry members 
millions of dollars on prescription costs. 
The best way to continue to save is to be 
aware and prepared.

To your health!

Editor’s note: The CHMRx prescription 
savings card is administered by a third 
party, not CHM. CHM staff members will 
be unable to assist you with your CHMRx-
related questions.

“Pharmacy counter,” continued from page 6

• On your smartphone or mobile device, 
go to the app store. Search for and 
download the Alexa app, then go to 
heartfeltradio.org. 

• To your smart speaker, say: “Alexa, open 
Heartfelt Radio,” or “Alexa, open CHM 
radio.”

“Heartfelt Radio is an important new 
service to our members, one that will 
provide information, enjoyment, and help 
us continue to grow the ministry and 
share the Gospel,” said Rev. Dr. Howard 
Russell, CHM president and CEO. “As we 
grow the ministry it helps lighten the 
financial gift burden for all and extends 
our ability to help Christians with their 
healthcare costs. 

“Our methods of communicating with 
members about important topics have 
come a long way from the ministry’s 
early years,” he said. “In the 1980s and 90s 

we only had one way of doing that: our 
monthly newsletter, now called Heartfelt 
Magazine.”

The vision for Heartfelt Radio was born 
shortly after CHM named its monthly 
publication. “Around the same time, we 
realized that the advent and popularity 
of internet radio and smart speaker 
technology was a golden opportunity 
to better communicate with members,” 
Russell said.

Features likely to be added in the near 
future may include helpful medical and 
wellness information, tips on interacting 
with your healthcare providers, how to 
earn free months of CHM membership 
and more. The programming possibilities 
are virtually endless.

In time, other smart speaker platforms 
from Google and Apple will be able 
to play Heartfelt Radio. In addition, a 

Heartfelt Radio smartphone app is being 
developed and members will be notified 
when it’s available.

Russell said that in addition to the 
launch of Heartfelt Radio, CHM staff is 
developing an enhanced online Member 
Portal, improving social media presence, 
working on a redesigned CHM website 
and producing a number of testimonial 
and educational videos.

“We serve hundreds of thousands of 
members and keeping them informed 
of what this ministry is doing is 
fundamental,” Russell said. “Our members 
need to hear from us and our prospective 
members need to hear about us. It’s 
the 21st century and if you’re failing to 
communicate, you’re failing to serve.”

“Heartfelt Radio,” continued from page 5

Thank you! The 
CHMRx price 
comparison tool at 
chmrx.com saved 
me almost $130 
on my first refill. I 
really appreciate this 
resource!

-Rosie Tooley, Newark, DE

Magazine
 September 2018 

15

http://chmrx.com
http://chmrx.com/contact
http://heartfeltradio.org


By the way, there is no manmade or 
medical substitute that can measure up 
to the brilliant design of the thyroid. Its 
function is fundamentally important 
to health and the intricate balance 

of feedback mechanisms at 

the brain, organ, and cellular levels is 
unparalleled. 

I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made: marvelous are thy works; 

and that my soul knoweth right well. Psalm 
139:14 (KJV)

O Lord, how manifold are thy works! In 
wisdom hast thou made them all: the earth 
is full of thy riches. Psalm 104:24 (KJV)

“Thyroid replacement therapy,” continued from page 4

Artist paints picture of CHM experience, thanks 
members for sharing $39,000    

By Joseph McGuire, Metamora, Ill.

I’ve always loved 
art, particularly 
drawing and 
painting. I earned 
an art degree 
from Illinois 
State University 
in Normal, Ill. 
In time I found 

myself working in advertising and media 
management. Despite my successful 
career, I believed God was calling me to 
create and teach art.

My wife and I began planning for my early 
“retirement” so that I could serve the Lord 
through my passion for art. We calculated 
our expenses and budgeted for what we 
thought would be more than enough for 
our healthcare costs.

Then I made the leap.

Around that time I heard about CHM on 
The Dave Ramsey Show. Intrigued, I did 
more research. Some friends and family 
members thought I was crazy to take 
a risk by joining a health cost sharing 
ministry, but I liked what I had read and 
became a member anyway.

Though I believed in CHM’s values and 
mission, a part of me intended to remain 
a member only until I reached Medicare 
age. Knowing I was in great health, I 

believed I would skate through the next 
18 months with perfect health.

But I was wrong.

Instead, annual blood test results 
indicated elevated kidney and liver counts 
and a follow-up ultrasound revealed a 
large kidney tumor. My urologist deemed 
the tumor “suspicious” and strongly 
encouraged me to get it removed.

I was very scared. For so long I had been 
healthy and taken very good care of 
myself, but now I had no idea what would 
happen. It was then I questioned the 
decision I’d made to trust in a faith-based 
medical sharing ministry. Would it really 
work? Were the skeptics right?

God is indeed good and my experience 
with CHM was great. The staff members 
were understanding, helpful and 
thoughtful. Though it took some time, I 
read the Guidelines and instructions for 
submitting medical bills and followed 
them closely.

Many of my healthcare providers were 
familiar with CHM and gave discounts 
right away. For those who didn’t, I found it 
helpful to develop relationships with the 
billing office staff. When I believed a more 
significant discount might be available, 
I “climbed the ladder” by discovering 
who in the billing office had authority to 
approve discounts.

Though negotiating took a little more 
effort, it was worth it—and quite 
interesting. With a little work, nearly all 
of my bills were discounted between 20 
and 50 percent—and the most costly 
bills received the deepest discounts. It’s 
amazing how much money can be saved 
with a little time and effort! (Editor’s note: 
To learn how discounts help you and all 
CHM members, see the July 2018 issue at 
chministries.org/newsletter.) 

I’m fortunate that my cancer was 
contained within the tumor. My illness 
caused me to lose 40 pounds, but I’m 
doing what I can to keep my remaining 
kidney in good shape. I will have 
additional testing at my six-month follow-
up appointment and, God willing, all will 
be well.

Second to a positive, healthy outcome to 
my diagnosis was the thrill of seeing CHM 
members come through like they say they 
will. God continues to do amazing things 
in my life—one of which is being part of 
this ministry. After $42,000 in discounts, 
CHM members faithfully shared more 
than $39,000 of my medical bills.

Making the switch to CHM has enabled 
me to serve God with my talents. God 
is good, and so is Christian Healthcare 
Ministries.

Editor’s note: To learn more about Joe McGuire’s artwork and caricatures, visit joetheartguy.com.
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Health Q & A with Dr. Michael Jacobson, D.O.  
Healing of a broken toe

Q: I believe I broke my small toe 
about three weeks ago. I buddy 

taped* it but it’s still sore and feels a little 
numb. Should I see a doctor or give it 
longer to heal?

A: It takes six weeks for fractured 
bones to heal. Buddy taping often 

suffices for the smaller toes, but if you 
still have symptoms after three weeks 
(especially if there is significant pain, 

swelling, bruising, or disfigurement), 
consider seeing a 
doctor. 

*Note: Buddy 
taping involves 
placing a small 
piece of gauze 
between the 
fractured or 
sprained toe and 

an adjacent healthy toe, then taping 
the two toes together. I recommend 
using white medical tape and placing a 
thin strip distal (beyond) and proximal 
(before) the nearest joint. 

If you have a health question for Dr. 
Jacobson, CHM Medical Consultant, please 
email it to doc@chministries.org. This 
information is not intended to replace the 
advice of your physician.

medical forms and bills on their behalf, 
correct?

Jan: That’s right. Ryden’s birth was our 
staff’s first medical incident and I felt a 
great responsibility to the Hoffman family 
and my church. I also wanted to be the 
best steward of members’ money when I 
spoke with Ryden’s healthcare providers. 
CHM gave me advice for each step of the 
medical bill sharing process and taught 
me how to obtain the best possible price.

Joy: I know that at the time of Ryden’s 
birth CHM members shared almost 

$48,000 after $14,000 in discounts. Since 
then, CHM shared bills for brain disease 
and cerebral palsy—a total of $224,000 
after more than $268,000 in discounts. 
The ministry has also shared medical costs 
for other families under the FCC group 
membership, including bills for cancer, 
kidney stones, hernia repair, anemia, 
injuries, allergies and more.

Jan: I really appreciate the relationship we 
have with CHM. It’s one that feels mutually 
supportive—a friendship in which we 
pray for one another. All ministry staff are 

eager to go the extra mile to help and 
express their love for CHM members. In 
fact, at one point you were in the El Cajon 
area and took the time to visit our church. 
It helped put a face to a name and was 
also another expression of CHM’s care and 
support.

Editor’s note: CHM has hundreds of 
participating groups of varying sizes. To learn 
more about the advantages and unique 
requirements of CHM group membership, 
email groups@chministries.org.

people you allow to influence you. Some 
people—sometimes unintentionally—
drag you down simply by being in their 
presence. Limit your time around them. 
Others lift you up and draw out the best 
in you; invest often in those relationships. 

Pay attention to the kind of people who 
are closest to you. Make sure the friends 
you spend the most time with are the 
kind of people you want to be more like. 

Soak in God’s Word
Prior to marrying my husband, Al, I spent 
months soaking in Song of Solomon and 
it changed my preparedness for marriage. 
After Al’s death I focused on Paul’s treatise 
on death and resurrection in 1 Corinthians 
15—and it changed my grief journey. 

When facing challenges like fear, 
bitterness, poor self-image, lust, money 
troubles, grief, worry, marriage conflict 
or any other issue, delving into what the 
Bible has to say about a specific struggle 
will change you. Soak in God’s word. 
Spend time reading and contemplating it. 
Let the power of Scripture penetrate your 
soul, wash out the junk and fill you to 
overflowing with God’s truth and grace. 

If your mind needs transformation, pay 
attention to the media, the people and 
the Scripture you take in. You’ll experience 
a different kind of GI-GO: God in, God out.

Editor’s note: Dr. Carol Peters-Tanksley, M.D., 
D.Min., is a board-certified OB/GYN and 
ordained minister who serves on the CHM 
Board of Directors. Dr. Carol will speak on 

the topic of spiritual transformation Sept. 
15, 2018, at the Change(d) Conference 
(eventbrite.com/e/changed-conference-
tickets-46093447743) in Austin, Texas. Dr. 
Carol’s website is drcarolministries.com. 

“Transform your mind,” continued from page 6

“Foothills Christian Church,” continued from page 13
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In your own words: members tell the CHM story  

Just as the church of Christ is not a building, Christian Healthcare Ministries isn’t an office in Ohio. These letters represent what you who 
participate in CHM are accomplishing for each other and for the cause of Christ. You, through your collective and faith-based sharing and support, 
make this ministry possible. We are privileged to serve you. We are privileged to serve Him.  -Rev. Dr. Howard Russell

Dear CHM,  
I had a very painful knot develop on 
my right pinkie a little over a year ago. 
My doctor took care of it and it has not 
returned. 

As an active gardener, pianist and harpist, 
the use of my hands and wrists is crucial, 
and my chiropractor adjusts them right 
away any time an issue or injury occurs. 

Thankfully, though CHM does not share 
costs from chiropractic care, my monthly 
financial gift is so low I can afford to see 
the chiropractor as often as necessary! I 
am thankful for CHM’s affordability—it 
means we can truly care for our health in 
the ways that are best for us.

Sincerely,

Danny & Gretchen Jones 
Chewelah, WA

Dear CHM,  
Our family would like to thank you for 
all you have done to lighten our load 
as we’ve paid off medical bills for our 
daughter, Michelle. We’re thankful that we 
had CHM behind us; praise God! We have 
now paid all of her bills in full. God bless 
all of you at CHM, and thanks again for 
everything.

Sincerely,

The Dunkel Family 
Wilsall, MT

Dear CHM,  
I am so blessed to have found this 
wonderful way to not only have financial 
help available for any health issues I 
might face, but to also share in helping 
other Christians with their medical needs. 
I feel blessed to know that other CHM 
members share my beliefs. 

I’m a Gold member with Brother’s Keeper 
and my monthly expense is 
pennies on the dollar compared 

to what I used to pay for healthcare. That 
makes a tremendous difference for me 
as someone on a fixed income! Yes, I do 
need to take care of some routine medical 
expenses myself, but by planning for 
them I still feel I am being a good steward 
of the funds God has entrusted to me. 

I love the peace of mind I have that if 
something unexpected happens, I’m 
going to be OK.

Sincerely,

Beth Taft 
Eugene, OR

Dear CHM,  
Thank you 
so much for 
sharing all 
of our maternity bills. This was our first 
time using CHM and I was skeptical at first 
since CHM isn’t insurance and there is no 
legal contract to pay medical bills. 

However, when we received a check for 
the total amount (minus discounts), we 
felt humbled and blessed. I’m no longer a 
skeptic! We’re so thankful to be connected 
to this ministry, and we pray for you all 
regularly. 

Your ministry lifted a big weight off of our 
shoulders, and now we are free to enjoy 
our new little guy without that nagging 
burden in the back of our minds.

Thank you,

The Castle Family 
Ironwood, MI

Dear CHM,  
We want to express a warm thank you to 
the CHM staff and all who are part of this 
wonderful ministry.

We joined CHM when my husband lost 
his job last year. In January and February 
of this year, both my husband and I were 
admitted to the hospital for possible 

heart issues (I was admitted twice). We 
submitted our bills to CHM and were 
so thankful to receive a check in the 
mail to share our medical expenses. It 
is comforting to know there are others 
in the family of God who are pulling 
together and sharing each other’s’ 
burdens.

Blessings,

Jeff and Anna Shorts 
Cooperstown, PA

Dear CHM,  
Greetings in Christ. I want to thank all 
of you in the office there at CHM for 
what you do: processing forms, wading 
through paperwork, answering phone 
calls, etc. I can’t imagine what all you do 
to help out people with their medical bills 
and I want to commend you for that. May 
the Lord bless your efforts!

Sincerely,

Fannie Miller 
Hutchinson, KS

Dear CHM,  
CHM has been a huge blessing to our 
family. My son underwent a procedure 
last year and I had a hysterectomy. We 
received large discounts from our hospital 
and other healthcare providers. 

It took faith to wait for CHM to share our 
bills, but the hospital was easy to work 
with in setting up small monthly payment 
installments. After patiently waiting a few 
months for reimbursement, CHM came 
through with checks for our surgeries. 
Every dime was shared! What a relief 
and a blessing. Thank you so much; I tell 
everyone about this ministry!

Sincerely,

Maren Jenks 
Fruitland, ID
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CHM legal notices
Christian Healthcare Ministries (hereinafter “CHM”), a not-for-profit religious organization, is not an insurance company. No ministry operations or publications are offered 
through or operated by an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any 
CHM member chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be entirely voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. 
Whether you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and whether CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for Florida Residents: A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free, 
within the state of Florida. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State of Florida. 1-800-435-7352 Our Florida registration number is 
CH3543. CHM has not retained any professional solicitors or professional fundraising consultants and 100% of each contribution is received by our organization.
Especially for Kentucky Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by an insurance company and they 
are not offered through an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether 
any member chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether you 
receive any gifts for medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for Maryland Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance 
company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. No other member will be compelled to contribute 
toward the cost of your medical bills. Therefore, CHM should never be considered a substitute for an insurance policy. This activity is not regulated by the Maryland Insurance 
Administration, and your liabilities are not covered by the Maryland Life and Health Guarantee Fund. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and 
whether or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for Oklahoma Residents: This is not an insurance policy. It is a voluntary program that is neither approved, endorsed or regulated by the Oklahoma Department 
of Insurance and the program is not guaranteed under the Oklahoma Life and Health Insurance Guaranty Association.
Especially for Pennsylvania Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an 
insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share 
the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for insurance. Whether you receive any financial gifts for 
medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for South Dakota Residents: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s program is not an insurance contract. This plan does not fall under the jurisdiction of the 
South Dakota Division of Insurance and the plan is not covered under the South Dakota guaranty fund.
Especially for Wisconsin Residents: Attention: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an 
insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share 
the burden of your medical bills is entirely voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts 
for medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain responsible for the payment of your own medical bills.

Prayer requests this month: These are prayer requests only. Please send your monthly financial 
gift to the CHM office (see instructions on your yellow Member Gift Form). We invite you to send cards or words of 
encouragement to the people listed below.

Melvin & Linda Borkholder: 1731 
W 400 N, Warsaw, IN 46582 Linda 
is undergoing chemotherapy 
treatments. Please pray for her 
strength, healing, and recovery. 

George & Mary Blake: 1494 Caird 
Way, Palm Harbor, FL 34683 Mary is 
struggling with Lou Gehrig’s disease. 
Please pray for the Blakes. 

Ricky & Sandra Duckworth: 1080 
Highland Dr, Saint Clair, MI 48079 
Ricky was diagnosed with cancer. 
Please pray for his comfort and 
healing. 

Stephen & Brenda Gauthier: W7530 
Moonshine Hill Rd, Wausaukee, WI 
54177 Stephen was diagnosed with 
colon cancer that has spread to other 
organs. Please pray for healing. 

David & Kimberly Hankal: 9115 
Fulkerth Rd, Ceres, CA 95307 
Kimberly was diagnosed with a tumor. 
Please pray for her. 

Vance Harden: 1914 Plaza Dr, 
Hickory, NC 28602 Vance, who is not 
a CHM member, has a terminal illness 
and needs an organ transplant. Please 
pray for him. 

Mark & Lynne Hill: 1306 Kelly Dr, 
East Aurora, NY 14052 Mark was 
diagnosed with abdominal cancer and 
a mass on his brain. He’s preparing for 
palliative care. Please pray for him and 
Lynne.

Paul & Debra Holland: 3686 S 
Airport Rd, Attn: Barbara Lautner, 
Traverse City, MI 49684 Paul was 
diagnosed with terminal brain cancer. 
Please pray for him, his family, and his 
church.

Lyle & Miriam Kreider: 451 
Hackamore Rd, Sarasota, FL 34241 
Miriam was diagnosed with bone 
marrow cancer. She will undergo 
chemotherapy and a transplant. Please 
pray for her healing.

James & Carol Stuart: 278 Broadway 
St, Stark City, MO 64866 Carol was 
diagnosed with cancer and has been 
placed in hospice care. Please pray for 
her and her family. 

Archie & Rebecca Wood: 527 Club 
House Dr, Dunn, NC 28334 Rebecca 
is battling breast cancer. Please pray 
for her comfort and healing. 

Charles & Dierdre Wright: PO Box 
548, Soulsbyville, CA 95372  Dierdre 
was diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer. 
Please pray for her and her family.
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