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See “Heartfelt giving,” page 13

And a little child shall lead them...
into heartfelt giving
 By Rev. Dr. Howard S. Russell, CHM President & CEO

When someone gives all 
they have, they send a 
message about 
who they 
are. 

When 
a 
seven-
year-old 
from Winston-
Salem, N.C., saved $6 
to send to our Christian 
Healthcare Ministries 
Prayer Page, he sent a 
message of love that transcends 
age, place, and centuries. 

All financial gifts to our regular 
programs and to the Prayer Page are 
welcomed with great thanksgiving. On 
the same day the $6 contribution arrived 
from the second-grader, our offices also 
received unexpected gifts of $20,000, 

$10,000 and $2,000.

Each of these, along with 100 percent of 
other extra giving to CHM, will go directly 
to Prayer Page medical bills. The Prayer 
Page, featured in each monthly Heartfelt 
issue, is one of our programs through 
which ministry members share in paying 
the bills for illnesses pre-existing to CHM 

membership. 

We 

don’t 
know the 

way people 
come to be 

contributors of 
$20,000, $10,000 

and $2,000. Perhaps it’s 
because they once were a 

little boy or girl whose heart 
hungered to give.

It is quite possible that the large 
donors were at one time like the 

seven-year-old, giving what they could, 
when they could. As the Bible says, “Train 
up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it” 
(Proverbs 22:6 NKJV)

When the $6 extra giving donation arrived 
along with a note from the boy’s mother, 
it was a moment of wonder and of solemn 
reflection. It was wonder that a child 
would be so caring and concerned about 
others. And it was a reminder that even 
as the centuries pass, some things—like 
the power of love generated by the Holy 
Spirit—don’t change. 

Luke 21:1-4 says: “And He looked up 
and saw the rich putting their 

gifts into the treasury, and He 
saw also a certain poor widow 
putting in two mites.  So He 
said, ‘Truly I say to you that this 
poor widow has put in more 
than all;  for all these out of 
their abundance have put in 
offerings for God, but she 
out of her poverty put in all 
the livelihood that she had.’” 
(NKJV)

These verses came to mind 
when the money the little boy 

had saved arrived at CHM. This is in 
no way, form, or fashion, minimizing 

the wonder of the large contributions 
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See “Christerson testimony,” page 14

By Jeff Christerson, Aptos, Calif.

This can’t be happening, I thought as I 
threw myself to the ground and shielded 
my girlfriend, Jenna, from the bullets that 
were spraying into the crowd.

Moments later, I was hit.

It was Oct. 1, 2017—the night that shooter 
Stephen Paddock opened fire on the 
Route 91 Harvest Festival crowd in Las 
Vegas, killing 58 people and injuring 546 
others.

I knew none of this at the time. My only 
thought was how to get our group 
through the crowd of 22,000 people to a 
place of safety.

It was the country music festival’s last 
night and I’d so far been enjoying the 
experience with Jenna and her family. 

I heard a couple of popping noises which, 
at first, I thought were fireworks. As the 
sounds continued I looked around and 
saw someone behind me who had been 
shot.

That’s when I knew it was real. 

When the shooter opened up on the 
crowd we all dove for the ground and 
yelled for everyone to get down. Jenna’s 
dad, Frank, her brother, Justin, and I 
all tried to protect the female family 
members. 

I’ve never felt as hopeless as I did that 
moment while lying on the ground and 
attempting to comfort Jenna. I didn’t even 

think about praying; I just started doing 
it. Frank heard my fervent words and later 
told me that a calm came over him, which 
enabled him to start planning a way for us 
to escape.

In the pandemonium of that night 
it’s difficult to sort out what, exactly, 
happened in the next few minutes. We 
were lying on the ground for what felt 
like an eternity, but was probably about 
five minutes. We were positioned toward 
the front of the crowd and to the right of 
the stage, so at first there were too many 
people behind us to get away quickly.

I looked behind me to see if there was a 
clear path to run to safety, and then felt 
something strike my right ear.

I had been shot! 

My mind raced: This is it.

In milliseconds I realized I wasn’t dead; but 
didn’t say anything at first because I didn’t 
want our group to panic. I finally reached 
up to feel the wound and said, “I think I 
got hit.” Though I was bleeding heavily, I 
could still think and move. It was time to 
run.

We waited for the next break in gunfire, 
then sprinted, shouting for everyone 
else around us to run. We made it about 
halfway through the lot before the shooter 
started firing again. Hiding behind a large 
tent in the middle of the venue, we waited 
for another break in the firing before 
escaping to a triage area in an empty 
parking lot across the street.

I was immediately met by Angie, a nurse 
who had attended the concert and who 
was helping treat the wounded as they 
arrived. She laid me down in the parking 
lot and applied pressure to my neck. I told 
her it was just a graze, but she was worried 
because it was close to many major blood 
vessels.

After a few more minutes, Angie made 
sure I got the next available ride to the 
hospital. I was led into a police SUV with 
three other injured men: a man who’d 
been shot in the hand, a young guy with a 
shoulder wound and a police officer who 
had suffered a bullet in the neck.

The hospital staff conducted an X-ray 
and CT scan. They discovered the bullet 
had passed through my earlobe, entered 
behind my jaw and traveled down my 
neck, stopping just a few inches 

I looked behind me 
to see if there was a 
clear path to safety, 
then felt something 
strike my right ear. 

I had been shot!

My mind raced:  
This is it.
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Polycystic Ovary Syndrome (PCOS)
© Dr. Michael D. Jacobson, D.O. Do not reproduce this article without permission.

A young, single female member recently 
wrote:

[Over the] last year, I [missed] a few cycles 
and started having very heavy periods. For 
about three months I had constant pain in 
[the left lower quadrant of my abdomen] 
and when I finally cycled, it was with 
[lots of clotting] and unbearable without 
ibuprofen….Tests indicated PCOS and that I 
should treat it with supplements, herbs, diet 
([a] diet that cuts out white flour, sugar, and 
that limits carbohydrates) and [by taking] 
metformin, d-chiro inositol, levothyroxine, 
saw palmetto and milk thistle. 

How would you recommend treating PCOS? 
Will this affect my fertility later? The diet has 
gotten rid of my pain for the most part, but I 
am always tired. What are your suggestions?

Dr. Jacobson’s response: 

Polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS), also 
known as Stein-Leventhal syndrome or 
hyperandrogenic anovulation, is a disease 
that afflicts about six to seven percent of 
American women and usually includes 
an excess of androgenic hormones that 
every female produces but are “male-
like” by nature (such as testosterone). 
The hormones are produced in excess by 
females with PCOS. 

PCOS may cause ovarian cysts, anovulation 
(loss of ovulatory cycles resulting in 
infertility), irregular or absent menstrual 
cycles, acne, male-pattern hair growth, 
obesity and/or excess insulin production. 
Family and genetic history of PCOS, 
diabetes, and coronary artery disease 

(especially if born prematurely) 
appear to be risk factors. Obesity 

was once considered a risk factor, but 
that’s no longer the case. With that 
said, another possible cause is insulin 
resistance, which is indeed associated with 
obesity. 

Making the diagnosis
A PCOS diagnosis is made based upon 
a patient’s history similar to that of the 
member asking this article’s question, lab 
tests* to establish the presence of excess 
androgen hormones, and ultrasounds to 
assess for the presence of ovarian cysts. 

How is PCOS treated?
Treatment begins with making diet and 
lifestyle modifications. Improving your 
diet and fitness will yield multiple benefits 
naturally and without expense. Benefits 
include reduced hirsutism (male-pattern 
hair growth), body weight, blood sugar 
levels and diabetes risk; and improved 
ovulatory cycles. In some cases, obese 
women with PCOS who lost weight were 
able to conceive.

What sort of lifestyle changes are we 
talking about?

• If you’re overweight, restrict calories to 
achieve your ideal weight. 

• As to the type of diet, the jury is still out. 
A diet that limits sugar and starches 
may improve cycle regularity and insulin 
sensitivity (however, during a recent 
PCOS research study a high number of 
study participants dropped out, making 
study results inconclusive). High and 
low-protein diets seem to yield similar 
outcomes as long as calorie restriction 
remains the same. 

• Moderate-intensity exercise for at least 
30 minutes, three times weekly, and/or 
at least five to 10 percent body weight 
loss seems to improve ovulation rates in 
obese women with PCOS. 

• Vitamin D may improve menstrual 
irregularity, especially if added to the 
medication metformin.  

• Inositol, a naturally-occurring six-carbon 
chemical compound, plays an important 
role in “signaling” between cells and is a 
component of some body lipids (fats). 
Increasing your inositol levels (which 
are produced by the human body from 
glucose) may improve ovarian function 
and can be found in plant foods, 
especially fruit such as cantaloupe and 
oranges. Inositol is available over the 
counter as a supplement.

• Spearmint tea, consumed daily, is 
reported to lower testosterone levels 
and a woman’s own perception of 
hirsutism (hair growth). But objective 
examiners have not concurred with hair 
growth observations.

If problems persist, oral contraceptives 
can manage menstrual irregularities but, 
of course, decrease a woman’s chances 
of becoming pregnant. Evidence better 
supports the use of metformin (a diabetes 
drug) with or without clomiphene (an 
estrogen modulator) or the use of letrozole 
(an “aromatase inhibitor” used to treat 
women with breast cancer). Statins are 
also under consideration but are viewed 

Dr. Michael 
Jacobson, D.O.
Medical Director, Christian Healthcare 
Ministries

127 Hazelwood Ave. 
Barberton, OH 44203

Phone: 800-791-6225 
Fax: 330-848-4322

doc@chministries.org 
(Please allow one to two weeks for a response. 
This service isn’t intended for acute problems 
or to replace the advice of your physician.)

Health education resources at: 
chministries.org/ healthinfo

See “PCOS,” page 17

Health WATCH
Promoting biblical health and wellness
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Members with brain aneurysm, neck tumor thankful 
for help through CHM’s Prayer Page ministry    

By Valerie Craft, Conroe, Texas; and Natalya Goncharova, Spanaway, Wash.

Valerie 
Craft, 
Conroe, 
Texas
Most people who 
suffer the type 

of brain aneurysm I experienced do not 
survive, and those who live usually have 
lasting physical and mental debilitations.

On March 11, 2013, I was making 
breakfast when I felt in my head what 
can only be described as a popping and 
tearing sound. I turned off the stove and 
barely made it upstairs to my bedroom. 
I fell to my knees and shook my sleeping 
husband, Bill. Pounding, intense pain was 
quickly building inside my skull. In a short 
time I was semi-conscious.

Bill drove me to the emergency room, 
where medical staff quickly determined 

I had suffered a hemorrhagic stroke—a 
ruptured brain aneurysm. 

The surgeons performed a coil thrombosis 
procedure, which created a platinum ball 
inside the balloon-shaped aneurysm. The 
procedure promotes blood clotting and 
prevents future episodes.

During surgery the doctor found another, 
smaller aneurysm that couldn’t be treated 
similarly. It posed a serious future threat; 
I would eventually need a stent in that 
artery. 

The procedure was successful and I 
returned home after 12 days in the 
hospital. We didn’t have any health 
coverage at the time and were only able 
to cover the considerable cost by applying 
for grants.

After a few months of recovery, we called 
CHM to explain my condition and asked 
if the ministry would accept me as a 
member. We were told that I could be a 

member even with my health history and 
the CHM staff member explained the pre-
existing conditions programs.*

Bill and I were very encouraged by the 
news because we were overwhelmed 
at the thought of large future medical 
expenses. We joined CHM’s Gold program 
and Brother’s Keeper in May 2014.

In 2016 we met with a neurologist 
and then with the hospital’s billing 
department to schedule the stent 
procedure. Though they weren’t familiar 
with CHM, when I explained the ministry 
they agreed to treat me as a self-pay 
patient. 

I suffered a minor stroke during the 
procedure and my arm was still numb the 
next day, so I had follow-up surgery just to 
make sure I hadn’t developed blood clots. 
Everything was fine and the numbness 
quickly disappeared.

CHM for newbies (part 2): “What makes CHM 
unique?”
As a health cost sharing ministry, CHM 
isn’t insurance. Here are five unique 
attributes that enrich your experience as a 
CHM member.

1. CHM members are 
in a covenant—not 
contract—with each 
other. God is in covenant with His 
people, and His people are to be in 
covenant with each other. That’s why we 
have no legal contracts at CHM—a fact 
we thoroughly explain on our website 

and in our promotional materials before 
members join the ministry. 

Being part of CHM is being part of a 
covenant between our members—
people who give assurance that they are 
Christians living by biblical principles and 
who voluntarily join together to support 
each other. 

And it works: for nearly 37 years members 
have faithfully shared 100 percent of each 
other’s eligible medical costs. The ministry 
is successful because members honor 
God by following the New Testament 
concept of sharing each other’s burdens 

found in John 13:35, Acts 2 and 4, and 
Galatians 6:2.

Furthermore, program costs remain the 
same regardless of your health history: we 
don’t increase your financial gift or cancel 
your membership if you experience an 
illness or injury. CHM is also a Better 
Business Bureau Accredited Charity.

2. CHM is a ministry and 
looks for ways to help 
members. Though we must abide 
by our Guidelines—shared 

See “What makes CHM unique,” page 12

See “Craft & Goncharova testimonies,” page 15
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Member’s cancer in remission, sees over 50 percent 
in medical bill discounts By John Perona, Gallatin, Tenn.

A cancer 
diagnosis 
didn’t 
interfere with 
representing 
a National 
Football 
League team 
at the NFL 

draft—and my medical bills were shared 
thanks to CHM.

My wife and I joined the ministry in 
January 2016 after a friend recommended 
it. We were pleased to learn that it’s an 
eligible option under the Affordable Care 
Act. Even though Teresa and I had always 
been very healthy, we decided to sign 
up for CHM’s best programs: the Gold 
participation level and Brother’s Keeper 
for catastrophic medical expenses.

In March I began passing small amounts 
of blood in my urine. I thought I had a 
urinary tract infection or kidney stones, 

but I felt none of the intense pain that 
usually accompanies stones. I prayed for 
healing and hoped the problem would 
simply disappear, but symptoms grew 
worse.

In mid-April our family doctor 
recommended I see a urologist. After 
blood work and a CT scan, the urologist 
identified a golf ball-sized tumor on my 
left kidney. He wanted further testing to 
confirm the diagnosis.

I was devastated. I’d expected him to say I 
had kidney stones and instead heard him 
use the dreaded “C” word: cancer.

After a cystoscope procedure, the 
doctor determined that my cancer was 
malignant and wanted to schedule me 
for surgery the following week.

Then a small miracle occurred. I asked 
if the surgery date could be pushed 
back slightly because I had been chosen 
by the Tennessee Titans to represent 

the team at the 2016 NFL draft. I was 
scheduled to fly to Chicago and deliver 
the first-round draft picks jersey to NFL 
Commissioner Roger Goodell—live on 
ESPN prime time.

It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, 
and I thank God that cancer didn’t get in 
the way!

The urologist agreed, with the stipulation 
that I undergo surgery three days after my 
return. After an incredible and memorable 

Young members recuperate from 
abdominal pain, see medical bills 
shared By Chase Christiansen, Hondo, Texas; and Jill Millican, 
Bedford, Texas

College student 
undergoes surgery and 
learns lesson along the 
way  By Chase Christiansen

The night I drove to the hospital, I was in 
excruciating pain and could hardly move. 
It was May 2017 and my college semester 
was almost over, but as I sat in the 
waiting room all I could think about was 
how badly I needed treatment. However, 

I knew God was with me. Even 

as the pain increased, I felt in my heart 
that He was going to keep me safe.

See “Young members,” page 16

Three easy ways to 
avoid a “taxastrophe”
To make tax season less taxing and to 
avoid a “taxastrophe,” please follow 
these tips:

1. Make note of tax day. It’s 
Tuesday, April 17, 2018. The reason 
for the change is that April 15 is on 
a Sunday and the Washington D.C. 
Emancipation Day holiday is Monday, 
April 16.

2. Visit our tax page at chministries.
org/taxes. Reporting your CHM 
membership works slightly differently 
for mail vs. e-filing, so please be sure 
to check our website for the latest 
information. Also, there are special 
considerations for Medicare and 
group members.

3. Ask your tax professional if you 
have questions. You may need to 
present your IRS Form 8965 (see 

chministries.
org/taxes to 
get it) and 
explain your 
ministry 
membership 
to your tax 
preparer.

See “Perona testimony,” page 14

February 2018 
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Please do not send financial 
gifts directly to the people 
listed below. Giving should be 
sent via the CHM office (see 
page 8 sidebar). Addresses are 
provided below if you wish to 
send cards, letters or emails of 
encouragement.

1. Maria Abels: 1709 Pheasant 
Roost, Austin, TX 78758 
Condition: advanced lung 
cancer. Total bills: $19,020. 

2. Amy Alewel: 3007 Golfview 
Dr., Norfolk, NE 68701 
Condition: Crohn’s disease. 
Total bills: $9,451. Donations: 
$1,577. Add on bills: $451. 
Remaining: $8,325.

3. Leslie Ayres: 10607 W 
Deanne Dr., Sun City, AZ 
85351 Condition: heart attack. 
Total bills: $23,249. Donations: 
$19,131. Remaining: $4,118.

4. Daniel Baker: 10186 N Pines 
Rd., Hayden Lake, ID 83835 
Condition: heart condition. 
Total bills: $38,969. Donations: 
$6,462. Remaining: $32,507.

5. Philip Baker: 1331 Pleasant 
Hill Rd., Fleetwood, PA 
19522 Condition: nasal polyp 
removal. Total bills: $13,002. 
Donations: $8,690. Add-
on bills: $604. Remaining: 
$4,916.

6. Kenneth Baugh: PO Box 853, 
Hot Springs, VA 
24445  Condition: 
herniated disc. 
Total bills: $22,784. 
Donations: $7,005. 
Remaining: 
$15,779.

7. Dale Beidleman: 
18510 Waco St., 
Anoka, MN 55303 
(dalebbei@hotmail.com) 
Condition: knee surgery. Total 
bills: $43,718. Donations: 
$17,054. Discounts: $792. 
Remaining: $25,872.

8. Addi Bennett: PO Box 374, 
Kersey, CO 80644 (msb332@

yahoo.com) Condition: heart 
ablation. Total bills: $12,321. 
Donations: $64,802. Add-on 
bills: $58,797. Remaining: 
$6,316.

9. Samuel Blandina: 225 E 
62nd St., Indianapolis, IN 
46220 Condition: urology 
treatment. Total bills: $24,176.  
Donations: $4,001. Add-on 
bills: $23,920. Remaining: 
$44,095.

10. Destaney Bohlender: 
19461 CR 46, Lasalle, CO 
80645 (destaney13@gmail.
com) Condition: hip surgery. 
Total bills: $45,649. Donations: 
$23,773. Add-on bills: $3,066. 
Remaining: $24,942.

11. Thomas Bolyard: 2646 
Farmlake Lane, Fort Mill, SC 
29708 Condition: diabetes/
foot surgery. Total bills: 
$46,473. Donations: $31,652. 
Remaining: $14,821. 

12. Trey Bowden: 17428 
White Hawk Dr., Edmond, 
OK 73012 Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: 
$3,609. 

13. Lynette Boyer: 135 
Wynshire Ln., Red Lion, 
PA 17356 Condition: disc 
surgery complications caused 
cardiac arrest. Total bills: 
$64,729. Donations: $26,539. 
Remaining: $38,190.

14. Betty Brandenberger: 
22505 Ward Rd., Woodburn, 
IN 46797 Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: 
$20,630. Donations: $15,887. 
Remaining: $4,743.

15. Laurie Brown: 15070 

Mt. Eaton St. SW, Navarre, 
OH 44662 Condition: heart 
bypass/valve repair. Total bills: 
$4,852. Donations: $41,718. 
Add-on bills: $51,307. 
Remaining: $14,441.

16. Tami Brown: 1325 
Cobblestone Rd. N., 
Champlin, MN 55316 
Condition: osteoarthritis. Total 
bills: $15,622. Donations: 
$6,305. Remaining: $9,317.

17. Scott Bruns: 1009 Martin 
Rd., Wheelersburg, OH 45694 
(scott@sciotohills.com) 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $39,084. Donations: 
$20,352. Add-on bills: $3,483.
Remaining: $22,215.

18. Mary Beth Burrell: 100 
Memorial Dr., Barnesville, 
GA 30204 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: 
$11,647. Donations: $1,927. 
Remaining: $9,720.

19. Bradley & Nicole Cain: 
3417 E Bartlett Dr., Gilbert, 
AZ 85234 (nicolecain2015@
gmail.com) Condition: The 
Cains’ young daughter, Teagan, 
had tubes put in her ears due 
to chronic infections. Total 
bills: $2,030. 

20. Victor Channels: PO Box 
747, Mason, OH 45040 
Condition: colon cancer. Total 
bills: $80,862. Donations: 

$13,382. Remaining: $67,480.
21. Ruth Clarke: 2057 

Newtown Hill Rd., Mansfield, 
PA 16933 Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: 
$53,312. 

22. Byron Compton: 

Prayer 
Page 
GIVING

Total needs remaining this month: $2,159,672
Each need would be met in full if each member family contributed

$13.50 this month or $4.50 for the next three months.
These amounts are suggestions; please consider giving today.

Christian 
Healthcare 
Ministries  
Prayer Page
Attn: Prayer Page

127 Hazelwood Ave 
Barberton, OH 44203

Phone: 800-791-6225  
(ask for the Prayer Page)

Fax: 330-798-6105

chministries.org

E-mail: prayerpage@
chministries.org

All the believers were one in 
heart and mind. No one claimed 
that any of his possessions 
was his own, but they shared 
everything they had... 
There were no needy persons 
among them. Acts 4:32, 34a

What is the  
Prayer Page?

The Prayer Page is an 
additional means by 
which CHM members 
help other Christians.

Most of the medical 
needs listed on these 
pages are ongoing 
bills from pre-existing 
conditions, which do 
not qualify for sharing 
through the regular 
CHM program. (They are 
not bills incurred before 
members joined CHM.)

Giving to needs listed 
on these pages is not 
your CHM monthly 
gift. It is an opportunity 
to give over and above 
your gift amount. We 
urge you to send cards 
of encouragement even 
if you are unable to 
contribute financially.

See the sidebars on pages 
8-9 for more information 
on how to give.

Prayer Page
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And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise

123 W. Pecan, La Grange, TX 
78945  Condition: blood clots 
and heart condition. Total bills: 
$18,281. Donations: $5,231. 
Remaining: $13,050.

23. Carlton Coston: 626 
Lexington, Abilene, TX 79605 
Condition: heart ablation. 
Total bills: $49,238. Donations: 
$19,807. Remaining: $29,431.

24. Lisa Coughlin Wafle: 
W5786 50th Ct., Mauston, WI 
53948 (lisarealtor@mwt.net) 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $28,368. 

25. Andrew Countryman: 865 
E Dade 132, Everton, MO 
65646 (elaineg2006@hotmail.
com) Condition: hernia repair. 
Total bills: $10,224. Donations: 
$4,355. Remaining: $5,869.

26. Dee Anna Courtney: 1201A 
N 2nd St., Cimarron, KS 67835 
Condition: ruptured hernia. 
Total bills: $6,567. Donations: 
$1,101. Remaining: $5,466.

27. Vicki Daniels: 19211 328th 
Ave., Isle, MN 56342 Condition: 
hip replacement. Total bills: 
$20,218. Donations: $20,864. 
Discounts: $52. Add-on bills: 
$7,559. Remaining: $6,861.

28. Patrice Davis: 15 Rotherdale 
Rd., Brewer, ME 04412 
Condition: breast cancer. 
Total bills: $9,422. Donations: 
$11,250. Discounts: $5,000. 
Add-on bills: $8,686. 
Remaining: $1,858.

29. Paula DiMaio: 231 James, 
Westmont, IL 60559 Condition: 
ulcerative colitis/anemia. Total 
bills: $36,281. Donations: 
$6,304. Remaining: $29,977.

30. Cathryn Eberle: 20958 N 
99th Dr., Peoria, AZ 85382 
(catfrmphx@gmail.com) 
Condition: spinal surgery. Total 
bills: $7,500. 

31. Merle Eberly: 1328 Oaklyn 
Dr., Narvon, PA 17555 
Condition: rotator cuff injury. 
Total bills: $9,136. Donations: 
$3,982. Add-on bills: $255. 

Remaining: $5,409.
32. Sam Emmerling: 1613 

Northline, North Little 
Rock, AR 72116 Condition: 
spinal stenosis. Total bills: 
$28,277. Donations: $21,440. 
Remaining: $6,837. 

33. Julia Ensz: 5523 W County 
Rd. 11 N, Center, CO 81125 
(renns@ymail.com) Condition: 
back surgery and complications. 
Total bills: $11,862. Donations: 
$5,037. Add-on bills: $14,887. 
Remaining: $21,712.

34. Ronald Ernest: 4875 N 
Napoleon, Lima, OH 45801 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $4,499. Donations: 
$745. Add-on bills: $6,715. 
Remaining: $10,469.

35. Ricky Ferrari: 9 2nd St. 
SE, Crosby, MN 56441 
(dollyandrick@charter.net) 
Condition: heart attack. Total 
bills: $92,989. Donations: 
$81,620. Add-on bills: $22,315. 
Remaining: $33,684.

36. Tommy Fraley: 604 James, 
Sweetwater, TX 79556 
Condition: prostate cancer. 
Total bills: $7,128. Donations: 
$9,387. Add-on bills: $7,303. 
Remaining: $5,044.

37. Thomas E. Frost: 107 E Elm 
St., Thorp, WI 54771 Condition: 
hernia repair. Total bills: $20,077. 
Donations: $8,136. Remaining: 
$11,941.

38. Karen Garibay: 300 Modene 
Ave., Waxahachie, TX 75165 
(hachie17@sbcglobal.
net) Condition: heart attack/
triple bypass surgery. Total 
bills: $141,187. Donations: 
$115,882. Discounts: $16,187. 
Remaining: $9,118.

39. Mark Gasster: 1048 Lorraine 
Dr., Napa, CA 94558 Condition: 
epilepsy. Total bills: $11,682. 
Donations: $65,711. Add-on 
bills: $60,178. Remaining: 
$6,149.

40. Jennifer Gerber: 2505 
E 600 N, Huntington, 

IN 46750 (sgerber@
edgemanufacturing.com) 
Condition: hysterectomy. Total 
bills: $14,757. Donations: 
$6,227. Discounts: $45. 
Remaining: $8,485.

41. Michaela Glafke: 1311 
Richards St., Apt. B, 
Lafayette, IN 47904 Condition: 
endometriosis surgery. Total 
bills: $29,007. Donations: 
$16,408. Remaining: $12,599.

42. Daniel Glover: 60339 
Hedgewood Ln., Bend, 
OR 97702 (dan@
aproposconfidential.com) 
Condition: skin cancer. Total 
bills: $151,102. 

43. Joel Goodwin: 11799 
Irish Ave. N, Stillwater, 
MN 55082 Condition: heart 
device replacement. Total bills: 
$25,428. Donations: $4,218. 
Remaining: $21,210.

44. William Hankins: PO Box 
3261, Seward, AK 99664 
(inalaska73@hotmail.com) 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $11,699. Donations: 
$8,467. Add-on bills: $2,297. 
Remaining: $5,529.

45. Lynnelle Hanson: 320 9th 
St. NE, Staples, MN 56479 
Condition: female problems. 
Total bills: $4,226. 

46. Sherry Hatcher: 918 Bentle 
Branch Ln., Cedar Hill, TX 
75104 (shcedarhill@aol.com) 
Condition: spinal fusion surgery. 
Total bills: $56,781. Donations: 
$37,300. Add-on bills: $216. 
Remaining: $19,697. 

47. Julie Heaston: 4128 West 
300 S, Huntington, IN 46750 
Condition: bone cancer. Total 
bills: $11,582. Donations: 
$15,291. Add-on bills: $9,792. 
Remaining: $6,083.

48. Ervin Helmuth: 614 Bussell 
Rd., Olin, NC 28660 (ervin@
pineview.biz) Condition: 
perforated eardrum. Total bills: 
$15,448. 

49. Barbara Jo Jackson: 634 
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Who can give?
All readers are 
invited to give to 
Prayer Page needs 
(above regular 
monthly gifts) as 
they feel led.

All giving is 
voluntary; there is no 
obligation to give to 
Prayer Page needs 
to remain a CHM 
member.

How much 
should I give?
Give however much 
you feel led to give. 

See the “Prayer Page 
Giving” box on page 
7 for suggestions.

How do I send 
my gift?
You can send 
financial gifts to the 
CHM office and they 
will be forwarded 
to the recipient you 
choose. Gifts sent in 
this manner are tax 
deductible.

Please make your 
check out to CHM 
and write “Prayer 
Page” and the name 
of the gift recipient 
in the memo line. 
We will deposit your 
check and generate 
another check to 
send to the recipient 
of your choice. We 
will forward any card 
or encouraging note 
that you include, 
or you can send 
it directly to the 
recipient.

Continued on  
the page 9 sidebar
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him up...The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective...James 5:15a, 16b

East 920 North, Orem, UT 
84097 (kermjack@gmail.
com) Condition: colon cancer. 
Total bills: $14,505. Donations: 
$17,042. Add-on bills: $7,951. 
Remaining: $5,414.

50. Gilbert Kassing: 3907 
Farmingdale Dr., Arlington, 
TX 76001 (gibkassing@yahoo.
com) Condition: heart attack/
triple bypass surgery. Total bills: 
$77,722. Donations: $72,278. 
Discounts: $1,300. Remaining: 
$4,144.

51. Timothy Kennedy: 5808 
S. Bonarden Ln., Tempe, AZ 
85283 Condition: partial knee 
replacement. Total bills: $6,322. 
Donations: $1,940. Remaining: 
$4,382. 

52. Jared Kimbrough: 2980 
Old Peachtree Rd., Dacula, 
GA 30019 (wakimbrough@
gmail.com) Condition: heart 
procedure. Total bills: $2,240. 

53. James Kirkpatrick: 13801 
County Rd 207, Lampasas, 
TX 76560 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: 
$17,915. 

54. Francis Gail Kostelny: 
1114 Macon Ave., Canon 
City, CO 81212 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: 
$24,424. 

55. Elizabeth Kurtz: 2776 
Richard Rd., Middleburg, PA 
17842 (kurtz.db@gmail.com) 
Condition: colitis/intestinal 
surgery. Total bills: $25,149. 

56. Denise K. Larson: 12935 
Fawns Ridge, Fishers, 
IN 46038 Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: 
$26,896. Donations: $4,451. 
Add-on bills: $2,852. 
Remaining: $25,297.

57. Jeung S. Lee: 46 Freeman 
Ln., Buena Park, CA 90621 
Condition: female problems. 
Total bills: $17,347. Donations: 
$4,911. Remaining: $12,436. 

58. Keng Fun Lee: 3328 
Shepperton Blvd., 

Indianapolis, IN 46228 
(pslee2@hotmail.com) 
Condition: degenerative disc 
disease. Total bills: $34,007.  
Donations: $59,633. Add-on 
bills: $31,426. Remaining: 
$5,800. 

59. Thelma Lehman: 2110 E 
Cumberland St., Lebanon, PA 
17042 (sntlehman@yahoo.
com) Condition: osteoarthritis/
hip replacement. Total bills: 
$6,044. Donations: $27,273. 
Discounts: $7,737. Add-on 
bills: $33,261. Remaining: 
$4,295.

60. Kendis Lescher: 2554 Elden 
Ave. Unit B101, Costa Mesa, 
CA 92627 Condition: carpal 
tunnel syndrome. Total bills: 
$6,810. Donations: $1,140. 
Remaining: $5,670.

61. Keelly Marin: 7194 White 
Hawk Lane, Nampa, ID 83686 
Condition: hysterectomy. Total 
bills: $28,970.  Donations: 
$4,944. Remaining: $24,026.

62. Dwight Martin: 1261 Clyde 
School Rd., McBee, SC 29101 
Condition: heart condition. 
Total bills: $125,000. Donations: 
$81,954. Add-on bills: $56,646. 
Remaining: $99,692.

63. Glen May: 2475 490th St., 
Stacyville, IA 50476 Condition: 
back surgery. Total bills: $2,629.  
Donations: $16,502. Add-on 
bills: $26,085. Remaining: 
$12,212. 

64. Benjamin & Michelle 
McGonigle: 38626 N 19 Way, 
Phoenix, AZ 85086 Condition: 
The McGonigles’ young 
daughter, Bella, has a heart 
condition. Total bills: $4,537. 
Donations: $11,328. Add-on 
bills: $11,364. Remaining: 
$4,573. 

65. Ann McGuire: 6500 Camp 
Bowie Blvd., Ste. E, Fort 
Worth, TX 76116 (ccam369@
gmail.com) Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: $3,227. 
Donations: $26,934. Add-on 

bills: $36,209. Remaining: 
$12,502.

66. Marlena Merritt: 2828 Old 
Hickory Blvd., Apt. 2619, 
Nashville, TN 37221 Condition: 
hysterectomy. Total bills: 
$21,568. Donations: $8,864. 
Remaining: $12,704.

67. Justin Michels: PO Box 
2402, Eureka, MT 59917 
(eurekapastor@interbel.net) 
Condition: heart condition. 
Total bills: $33,033.  

68. Scott Mikesell: 2202 Sequoia 
Dr., Clearwater, FL 33763 
(mkmikesell@gmail.com) 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $23,505. Donations: 
$16,721. Remaining: $6,784.

69. Gary Miles: 1440 Westview 
Cir., Lynden, WA 98264 
(grmiles@comcast.net) 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $32,051. Donations: 
$82,204. Add-on bills: $60,941. 
Remaining: $10,788.

70. Emma Miller: 5955 
B Stroups Hickox Rd., 
Bristolville, OH 44402 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $15,900. Donations: 
$2,631. Remaining: $13,269.

71. Mark Miller: 15390 
Louisville St NE, Homeworth, 
OH 44634 Condition: Mark’s 
wife, Faith, passed away after 
a battle with brain cancer. 
Total bills: $38,345. Donations: 
$68,043. Discounts: $16,112. 
Add-on bills: $55,904. 
Remaining: $10,094.

72. Thomas Mills: 3425 White 
Oaks Dr., Abilene, TX 79606 
Condition: myelodysplasia 
(blood condition). Total bills: 
$26,849. Donations: $62,652. 
Add-on bills: $66,879. 
Remaining: $31,076.

73. Mickey Mitchell: 5722 Will 
Wheeler Rd., Murrayville, 
GA 30564 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: 
$22,151. Donations: $6,284. 
Remaining: $15,867. 
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How do I use 
the Giving 
Guide?
In the Giving Guide 
(chministries.org/
givingguide), find the 
range of membership 
numbers in which 
your number falls. You 
can send a gift to the 
need number that 
corresponds to your 
member number.

For example, if your 
number is 140000, you 
can send to need #90.

These directions are 
only suggestions; if 
you are not a CHM 
member or feel led by 
the Lord to give to a 
need other than the 
one suggested, please 
do so!

How do I 
send my gift? 
(Continued 
from the page 8 
sidebar)

Please send your 
gift to:

Christian  
Healthcare  
Ministries

Attn: Gift Processing

127 Hazelwood Ave.

Barberton, OH 44203

Any gifts designated 
for a person not on 
the Prayer Page will be 
forwarded to another 
recipient. 

If you wish to donate 
to Prayer Page needs 
using your credit card 
or bank account, please 
call the CHM Member 
Assistance department 
at 1-800-791-6225, ext. 
5993. Donations can 
be made online via the 
CHM Member Portal 
at chministries.org/
members.
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74. Rita Mitchell: 906 28th St. SW, 
Hickory, NC 28602 Condition: 
heart procedure. Total bills: $5,247. 
Donations: $868. Remaining: $4,379. 

75. Lupe Molsbee: 1102 FM 1759, 
Nocona, TX 76255 Condition: torn 
meniscus. Total bills: $6,077. Donations: 
$1,014. Remaining: 5,063.

76. Andrew Mora: PO Box 8274, South 
Lake Tahoe, CA 96158 Condition: 
torn meniscus. Total bills: $11,024. 
Donations: $5,814. Remaining: $5,210.

77. Kari Moreton: 213 E. 17th, Larned, 
KS 67550 Condition: gastrointestinal 
problems. Total bills: $6,822. Donations: 
$1,987. Remaining: $4,835. 

78. Joseph Mozley: PO Box 144, 
Hittervale, MN 56552 (alliejo09@
gmail.com) Condition: diverticulitis. 
Total bills: $4,430. Donations: $41,651. 
Add-on bills: $41,653. Remaining: 
$4,432.

79. Vincent Mullins: 6 Oak Bluff Dr., 
Cross Roads, TX 76227 (vince@
therapyseminarsllc.com) Condition: 
sciatic nerve injury. Total bills: $39,209. 
Donations: $24,321. Remaining: 
$14,888.

80. Lynette Nelson: 18435 42nd St., 
New Germany, MN 55367 Condition: 
brain cancer. Total bills: $52,720. 
Donations: $42,920. Remaining: 
$9,800.

81. Randall Neubauer: 7136 Tannery 
Rd. #26, Two Rivers, WI 54241 
Condition: spinal surgery. Total bills: 
$75,456. Donations: $69,511. Add-on 
bills: $440. Remaining: $6,385.

82. Randall Overman: 8332 West 
750 South, Knightstown, IN 46148 
Condition: knee replacement. Total 
bills: $20,716. Donations: $8,480. 
Remaining: $12,236.

83. Gerry Parker: 3875 Hwy 114, 
Deaver, WY 82421 Condition: heart 
attack and surgery. Total bills: $61,860. 
Donations: $51,721. Discounts: 
$55,794. Add-on bills: $68,931. 
Remaining: $23,276.

84. Sandra Parker: 2502 McAllister Mill 
Rd., Scranton, SC 29591 Condition: 
bladder disorder. Total bills: $2,478. 

85. Kelly Parrish: 8616 
Highfield Rd., Park City, UT 

84098 Condition: fibroid tumor surgery. 
Total bills: $2,478. 

86. Brooke Perkins: 1414 Stapleton Ln., 
Flower Mound, TX 75028 Condition: 
deviated septum. Total bills: $13,915. 

87. Susan Perry: 18018 Hayes St., 
Detroit, MI 48205  Condition: lupus 
complications. Total bills: $2,552. 
Donations: $798. Add-on bills: 
$10,785. Remaining: $12,539. 

88. Brenda Pruett: 830 Strout Ave., 
Albany, GA 31705  Condition: surgery 
for recurring abdominal and umbilical 
hernias. Total bills: $32,216. Donations: 
$9,276. Remaining: $22,940. 

89. Samantha Purser: 6566 Dirassy 
Dr., Herriman, UT 84096 Condition: 
endometriosis. Total bills: $8,455. 
Donations: $1,399. Remaining: $7,056.  

90. Debra Queitsch: 33034 
Suburban Blvd., Lewes, DE 19958 
(koolchange1@verizon.net) 
Condition: kidney stones. Total bills: 
$4,429. 

91. Debra Ann Ray: 4503 Sandhill Rd., 
Auburn, AL 36830 Condition: blood 
disorder/cancer. Total bills: $9,244. 

92. Robert Recker: 700 Crossbow #101, 
Green River, WY 82935 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $27,607. 
Donations: $17,900. Add-on bills: 
$1,713. Remaining: $11,420.

93. Ronald Richey: 4516 Miami Dr., 
Plano, TX 75093 (ron.richey322@
gmail.com) Condition: heart disease. 
Total bills: $23,724. Donations: $9,856. 
Remaining: $13,868.

94. Kim Riddle: 1753 Red Bird Circle, 
Concord, NC 28025 Condition: cervical 
prolapse. Total bills: $17,439. Donations: 
$12,505. Remaining: $4,934. 

95. Bruce Robinson: 3012 Marsh Island 
Dr., Myrtle Beach, SC 29579 Condition: 
disease of the esophagus. Total bills: 
$12,463. Donations: $6,095. Discounts: 
$553. Remaining: $5,815.

96. Kara Robinson: 178889 N 2910 Rd., 
Duncan, OK 73533 (randyandkara@
gmail.com) Condition: endometriosis. 
Total bills: $6,354. Donations: $5,712. 
Add-on bills: $11,563. Remaining: 
$12,205.

97. Julie Ruf: 10813 147th Ave., 
Bloomer, WI 54724 Condition: non-

Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Total bills: 
$66,932. Donations: $29,432. Add-on 
bills: $25,489. Remaining: $62,989. 

98. Olga Ryzhichenko: 36110 10th 
Court St., Federal Way, WA 98023 
Condition: female condition. Total 
bills: $12,337. Donations: $3,588. 
Remaining: $8,749. 

99. Jim Sauder: 1280 Fairway Dr., 
Boone, NC 28607 Condition: knee 
revision surgery. Total bills: $63,514. 
Donations: $52,476. Discounts: $3,372.  
Add-on bills: $2,169. Remaining: 
$9,835. 

100. Crystal Shaffer: 979 Shade Rd., 
McAlisterville, PA 17049 Condition: 
melanoma. Total bills: $60,558. 
Donations: $62,694. Add-on bills: 
$15,783. Remaining: $13,647.

101. Gerald Sheridan: 1415 Cobb Ranch 
Rd., Paris, TX 75462 Condition: spinal 
stenosis. Total bills: $37,755. Donations: 
$37,284. Add-on bills: $5,371.
Remaining: $5,842.

102. John Shetler: 7910 Harrison Rd., 
Fredericksburg, OH 44627 Condition: 
stents for heart condition. Total 
bills: $24,593. Donations: $12,599. 
Remaining: $11,994.

103. Eli Shrock: 24 W Coleman Rd., 
Farwell, MI 48622 Condition: heart 
condition/procedure. Total bills: 
$41,481. Donations: $32,170. Add-on 
bills: $1,069. Remaining: $10,380. 

104. Karen Shrock: 16837 N SR 1, 
Spencerville, IN 46788  Condition: 
diabetes. Total bills: $9,936. Donations: 
$3,096. Add-on bills: $2,107. 
Remaining: $8,947. 

105. Todd Simon: PO Box 523, Brush, 
CO 80723 (toddsimon0@gmail.com)  
Condition: hip replacement. Total bills: 
$94,465. Donations: $105,544. Add-on 
bills: $82,743. Remaining: $71,664.

106. Julie Small: 3848 Port Royal Dr., 
Dallas, TX 75244 (juliesmall@ebby.
com) Condition: shoulder surgery. Total 
bills: $13,354. 

107. Jason Smith: 1061 Morningside 
Rd., Seymour, MO 65746 Condition: 
osteoarthritis. Total bills: $30,281. 
Donations: $5,036. Remaining: 
$25,245. 

108. Jessica Stec: 571 Hollibaugh 
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Rd., Marsland, NE 69354 Condition: 
Crohn’s disease. Total bills: $64,008. 
Donations: $47,869. Add-on bills: 
$1,423. Remaining: $17,562.

109. Jerry Steffens: 6583 Oakwood 
Ave., Otsego, MN 55330 
(jsteffens63@gmail.com)  Condition: 
sciatic nerve pain/surgery. Total bills: 
$7,855. 

110. Megan Stilovich: 433 Bellevue 
Dr., Allen, TX 75013 Condition: 
hysterectomy/bladder sling. Total bills: 
$5,113. 

111. Reid Stranberg: 14085 Dunn 
Rd., Buffalo, SD 57720 Condition: 
hip replacement. Total bills: $13,062. 
Donations: $2,175. Remaining: 
$10,887. 

112. Virgil Stutzman: 59573 White 
Temple Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 
(thevirg55@gmail.com) Condition: 
double knee replacement. Total 
bills: $27,513. Donations: $22,364. 
Remaining: $5,149.

113. Kenny Sumpter: 4241 S San 
Pedro Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ 85650 
Condition: follow-up cancer treatment. 
Total bills: $15,328. Donations: $7,769. 
Remaining: $7,559. 

114. Tom Allen Sutphin: 100 Hickory 
Ln., Meadows of Dan, VA 24120 
(gobblerslayer@wyoming.com) 
Condition: deviated septum surgery. 
Total bills: $8,884. Donations: $4,499. 
Remaining: $4,385.

115. Jeffrey Switalski: 128 
Goodman Cir., Concord, NC 28025 
(joyswitalski@yahoo.com) Condition: 
double knee replacement. Total bills: 
$8,983. Donations: $4,753. Remaining: 
$4,230.

116. Charles Tracy: 915 Swilling Rd., 
Eastanollee, GA 30538 Condition: 
heart condition. Total bills: $43,084. 
Donations: $31,515. Remaining: 
11,569.

117. Ruth Villarreal: 310 Turner St., 
Brush, CO 80723 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: $12,336. 
Donations: $8,596. Add-on bills: $644. 
Remaining: $4,384.

118. Doreen Wagenaar: 7616 W Rio Rd., 
Lincoln, NE 68505 (doreenw1@juno.
com) Condition: osteoarthritis. Total 

bills: $13,626. Donations: $7,638. Add-
on bills: $30,046. Remaining: $36,034.

119.William Walsh: 2687 NC Hwy., 
Lenoir, NC 28645 Condition: heart 
blockages. Total bills: $14,710. 
Donations: $24,071. Add-on bills: 
$21,554. Remaining: $12,193. 

120. Kathryn Wampler: PO Box 136817, 
Fort Worth, TX 76136 Condition: 
hysterectomy. Total bills: $10,615.  
Donations: $1,807. Remaining: 
$8,808.

121. Milton Watson: 312 Brushy Creek 
Trail, Coppell, TX 75019 Condition: 
heart condition. Total bills: $17,057. 
Donations: $6,891. Remaining: 
$10,166.

122. Wilma Wengerd: 3923 Grove 
Church Rd., Gambier, OH 43022 
(misswillie93@juno.com) Condition: 
hypothyroidism. Total bills: $1,813. 

123. Melinda Whelan: 11595 St. Rt. 
88, Garrettsville, OH 44231 (klavon.
melinda@gmail.com) Condition: 
hip pain/surgery. Total bills: $19,249. 
Donations: $11,030. Add-on bills: $55. 
Remaining: $8,274.

124. Leslie Whitehead: 2278 Regent 
Way #2, Castro Valley, CA 94546 
Condition: gallstones. Total bills: 
$33,151. Donations: $5,486. 
Remaining: $27,665.

125. Robert Whitney: 30328 
128th St., Waseca, MN 56093 
(boblanawhitney@gmail.com) 
Condition: prostate surgery. Total bills: 
$9,506. 

126. Loyal Wiens: PO Box 20728, 
Mesa, AZ 85277 Condition: bowel 
obstruction. Total bills: $65,359. 
Donations: $54,098. Remaining: 
$11,261. 

127. Stacey Wilgocki: 32845 US Hwy 
30, Columbus, NE 68601 Condition: 
endometriosis/female problems. Total 
bills: $11,842. Donations: $11,305. 
Add-on bills: $8,394. Remaining: 
$8,931.

128. James Wilson III: 957 S County 
Rd 200E, Paoli, IN 47454 Condition: 
compressed nerves/neck surgery. Total 
bills: $7,476. 

129. Merlin Wipf: 507 Illinois Ave NW, 
Huron, SD 57350 (judyjanelwipf@

hotmail.com) Condition: cancer. Total 
bills: $110,000. Donations: $87,645. 
Add-on bills: $56,983. Remaining: 
$79,338.

130. Kenneth Woodhouse: 11 
N253 Romeo Dr., Elgin, IL 60124 
Condition:heart procedure. Total bills: 
$8,448. Donations: $1,398. Remaining: 
$7,050.

131. Jerrill Wyler: 1279 SW Patricia 
Ave., Port St. Lucie, FL  34953 (jerrill@
live.com) Condition: heart procedure. 
Total bills: $16,326. Donations: $8,534. 
Remaining: $7,792.

132. Penelopa Yeoman: 443 Crystal 
Dr., Marion, OH 43302 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $16,325. 
Donations: $41,496. Add-on bills: 
$38,410. Remaining: $13,239. 

133. Carolyn Yoder: 10725 W 250 N, 
Shipshewana, IN 46565 Condition: 
knee surgery. Total bills: $13,834. 
Donations: $8,318. Remaining: 
$5,516.

134. Fannie Yoder: 5461 Lawrence 
1025, La Russell, MO 64848 
Condition: stroke. Total bills: $37,498. 
Donations: $26,575. Remaining: 
$10,923.

135. Robert Ziglar: 325 Deerwood 
Dr., Macon, GA 31220 (ziglars7@
bellsouth.net) Condition: abdominal 
aortic aneurysm repair. Total bills: 
$45,535. Donations: $48,236. Add-on 
bills: $12,791. Remaining: $10,090.

136. Linda Zimmerman: 237 W 
Burkholder Dr., Lititz, PA 17543 
Condition: knee replacement. Total 
bills: $18,200. Donations: $13,366. 
Remaining: $4,834.

137. Julie Zweber: 13405 Vandiver Dr., 
Oklahoma City, OK 73142 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $24,090. 
Donations: $13,343. Add-on bills: 
$626. Remaining: $11,373.

 February 2018

11

mailto:jsteffens63@gmail.com
mailto:thevirg55@gmail.com
mailto:gobblerslayer@wyoming.com
mailto:joyswitalski@yahoo.com
mailto:doreenw1@juno.com
mailto:doreenw1@juno.com
mailto:misswillie93@juno.com
mailto:melinda@gmail.com
mailto:boblanawhitney@gmail.com
mailto:ziglars7@bellsouth.net
mailto:jerrill@live.com
mailto:judyjanelwipf@hotmail.com
mailto:judyjanelwipf@hotmail.com


with all members and prospective 
members before they join—there are 
times situations arise that are complex 
and “outside the box.” In such cases, each 
situation is reviewed individually.

3. The ministry is 
not a profit-seeking 
enterprise. There’s nothing at 
all wrong with businesses making a 
profit, but that’s not what this ministry 
does. Our purpose is to glorify God 
and serve His people; our members 
are our sole concern. Aside from a very 
low administrative expense (about one 
percent), your monthly financial gifts go 
toward helping other Christians with their 
medical bills. Likewise, 100 percent of all 
extra giving is applied to members with 
medical bills.

4. Healthcare providers 
bill you directly, so 
there is transparency 
in medical prices. Insurance 
companies are known as “third-party 
payers,” which means that doctors and 
hospitals bill them rather than the patient. 
Therefore, patients often have no idea 
what they’re really paying for healthcare. 
If you don’t know what something costs, 
or why, you won’t know the reasons 
when prices to you increase or if they’re 
justified.  

In contrast, as a CHM member you can 
shop for competitive prices on elective 
procedures and treatment. Our members’ 
adoption of this philosophy is one of 
the main reasons CHM is celebrating 10 
years with no increase in monthly gift 

amounts, even while healthcare costs 
have increased significantly.*

In an advantage distinct to CHM, when 
you receive a discount on an eligible bill, 
your personal responsibility (the amount 
you’re responsible to pay) is reduced by 
the discounted amount.**

5. Medical treatment is 
determined by you and 
your doctor, not CHM. For 
care eligible under the CHM Guidelines, 
we don’t require pre-authorization for 
any procedures, nor do we limit your 
healthcare choices (and how much we’ll 
assist you) by having a preferred provider 
network you must follow. As a member, 
you can go to any doctor or hospital and 
CHM will share your bills as long as they 
are eligible under the Guidelines.

*Editor’s note: For more information on 10 years with no CHM rate increases, see the article on page 2 of the January 2018 Heartfelt issue at 
chministries.org/newsletter. 

**At the Gold level, CHM shares 100 percent of eligible bills for medical incidents exceeding $500; therefore, personal responsibility is eliminated 
once the $500 threshold is reached. In contrast, Silver and Bronze personal responsibility amounts are $1,000 and $5,000 per incident, respectively. 
To learn more and see an example, visit chministries.org/programs.

“What makes CHM unique,” continued from page 5

G
E A
Rs

GRATITUDE: We celebrate that the source of goodness is not ourselves, but 
God. Everything good comes from Him. (James 1:17)

EXCELLENCE: Our goals, expectations, boundaries, and potential are �exible to God’s re�ning plan. 
Regardless of our achievements today, we want to be better tomorrow. (Philippians 4:8) 

ACCOUNTABILITY: The fruit of accountability is the willingness to take responsibility 
for one’s time, resources and conduct. (Titus 2:7-8)

RESPECT: We treat everyone with respect, regardless of how we perceive them. God created every person 
uniquely and for a unique purpose, beyond what we can see. (Romans 12:10, 1 Peter 2:17)

SERVICE: We glorify God by serving others with humility, excellence and care. (Matthew 20:28) 

The CHM sta� abides by the following core values (we use the acronym GEARS). We want to share them with 
you, our readers, so you know how seriously we take our responsibility and mission to glorify God by serving 

you. It’s another example of how your membership in CHM is participation in a covenant, not a contract.
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Meet your CHM staff: Sherri Bray and Nick Corrado
Sherri Bray is part of the CHM Member 
Assistance team. She answers questions 
about the ministry and makes changes 
to members’ accounts. Nick Corrado has 
joined CHM’s Information Technology (IT) 
department. He works to improve CHM’s 
technical operations.

Sherri Bray

Where did you grow 
up? I grew up in 
“Snyder Town” which 
is on the south side 
of Barberton, Ohio. 
My parents, three 
brothers and I lived 
across the street 
from a park and the 

elementary school I attended. Because my 
grandparents on both sides of my family 
lived within walking distance from the 
school and our house, after school I would 
walk to each house every day.

When did you become a Christian? 
When I was seven our family pastor asked 
my brother and me in an after-church 
conversation about what it meant to be 
saved. We talked about how Christ died for 
our sins and then prayed for Jesus to come 
into our hearts and lives. I rededicated my 
life to Christ in 2004 and was baptized at 
Lake Anna in Barberton.

Name one thing you enjoy about 
serving at CHM. I love that the staff is 
helpful and welcoming, and it’s a blessing 
to be among fellow Christians who openly 
show their love and commitment to the 
Lord.

Where did you work before joining 
the CHM staff? I was a manager at the 
Massillon, Ohio, and Barberton New 
Destiny Treatment Center (NDTC) thrift 
stores. NDTC is a ministry that provides 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation programs 
to people trapped in addiction. The stores’ 
profits helped fund NDTC programs. It 
was a job I loved so it didn’t feel like work. 
Instead of leaving my house and saying 
that I was going to work, I would say, 
“I’m going to the store.” I also served as a 
caregiver at Pleasant Point Assisted Living 
in Barberton for over two years.

What three traits define you? My desire 
to continue a personal relationship with 
the Lord, that I would do anything for my 
family and that I’m a very dedicated and 
hard worker.

What’s one of the hardest things you’ve 
had to overcome? I lost my dad to lung 
and stomach cancer in November 2016. He 
loved the Lord, was a hard worker and was 
always there when I needed him.

Nick Corrado

Tell us a bit about 
your background. 
I attended the 
Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
school in Bellevue, 
Ohio. I went to St. 
Paul High School in 
Norwalk, Ohio, until 

I graduated in 2013. After that I attended 
John Carroll University in University 
Heights, Ohio, where I earned a bachelor’s 
degree in computer science. Today I 
attend St. Augustine Catholic Church in 
Barberton.

Where did you work prior to CHM? I 
served as a student technician and team 
leader for the John Carroll  IT department. 
I helped students when they had technical 
difficulties with their personal computers 
and I provided technical support for 
classrooms. I was also a computer science 
department teaching assistant.

How do you hope to make a difference 
at CHM? Most of my work involves 
improving the functionality of CHM’s 
database system or making updates to 
the website. As we automate more the 
daily workflow it will result in less manual 

that appeared that same day in our 
mailbox. Rather, we rejoice and celebrate 
that fellow Christians will be helped, 
supported, and uplifted by the actions 
of those deeply generous believers. We 
thank God for them. 

At the same time, it’s not every day a 
young child goes to the effort to put aside 
money he’s received and sends it on to 
help people he’s never seen or met, and 
probably never will. 

It speaks to the Spirit of giving that 
permeates this ministry. It is only possible 
because of what the Holy Spirit does 
in believers’ hearts, in the hearts of 

our members, in the hearts of people 
who care about others. It’s not just a 
good thing to do. It’s the kind of thing 
Christians are meant to do.

The Gospel of Luke has more to say about 
children:  “In that same hour He rejoiced 
in the Holy Spirit and said, ‘I thank you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you 
have hidden these things from the wise 
and understanding and revealed them 
to little children; yes, Father, for such was 
your gracious will’” (Luke 10:21 ESV). 

Our young contributor is one such child 
about whom we state our appreciation 
and for whom we praise God. As we do 

for you as well. Because he and all of our 
members are reasons to praise and glorify 
our Lord and Savior for the Spirit He 
imparts to all of us, regardless of age. 

“A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are My disciples, if you love 
one another” (John 13:34-35 NIV).

I wish you and yours a Happy Valentine’s 
Day in the grace and peace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

“Heartfelt giving,” continued from page 2

See “Meet your staff,” page 17
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“Perona testimony,” continued from page 6

above my collarbone. No major arteries or 
veins had been hit.

They called it a “miracle wound” and I was 
released from the hospital at 7 a.m. the 
next day to return home to California with 
Jenna’s family. I had the bullet removed at 
a local hospital on Oct. 18.

I have undergone a complete physical 
recovery and have full motion in my 
neck. The psychological trauma is getting 
better with time; I hope someday it will be 
a distant memory.

Through it all, God taught me the power 
of prayer. 

I have a long list of people who have 
my gratitude. I’m incredibly thankful for 
Angie and everyone who assisted the 
wounded that night. The first responders, 
doctors, nurses and officers helped save 
many lives.

I also want to thank my family, friends and 
church family, who surrounded us with 
love after such a disturbing experience. 
People all over the world were praying 
for us, and a church in Virginia even 
“adopted” us by enveloping us in prayer 
and encouragement.

Even though my medical treatment was 
performed free of charge, I’m thankful 
that my dad told me about Christian 
Healthcare Ministries. I joined in early 
2017 because I felt that this ministry is 
where I can best help and be helped by 
other believers in time of need.

Finally and most importantly, I thank God 
for giving me a second chance at life.

“Christerson testimony,” continued from page 3

weekend, I surrendered my kidney to 
renal carcinoma.

By God’s grace, the tumor was outside the 
kidney and completely encapsulated, so 
there was only a slim chance the disease 
would spread. Though the kidney removal 
surgery was a great success, the doctor 
indicated my cancer could return at any 
time, so I could expect that multiple 
follow-up scans every year would become 
a way of life.

Throughout this time the CHM staff 
was empathetic and helpful. Jeri Ball, in 

particular, was responsive and 
reassuring. She even quoted 

inspirational Bible verses in some of her 
emails—quotes that were relevant to my 
situation.

Though I had some difficulty obtaining 
the correct forms from my healthcare 
providers, I was pleasantly surprised that 
getting medical bill discounts was easier 
than I anticipated. Most providers had a 
prepared “self-pay schedule” that was 35-
to-50 percent off normal charges. I started 
making payments, knowing there would 
be an additional discount when I paid 
the balance with funds shared by CHM 
members. 

In all, I received nearly $32,000 in 
discounts and CHM members shared the 
remaining total of about $29,000.

If I had to sum up my experience in four 
words, it would be these: God is awesome, 
period. I’m thrilled to now live an almost-
normal life. My last three scans have 
been cancer-free and if my next one is 
also clear, I will only have to undergo one 
annual scan!

We all know someone who has cancer, 
but there are no words to describe what 
goes through your mind when that 
diagnosis is yours. There are some things 
only cancer sufferers and survivors can 

understand, and I think I’ve become a 
more sympathetic and considerate person 
because of my ordeal.

Between my family, friends, CHM 
members and acquaintances on social 
media, I know thousands of people all 
over the world were praying for me. I 
believe their prayers contributed to the 
warm sense of calm when God told me 
that this, too, would pass. I also felt so 
loved when many family and friends 
wrote kind messages and well wishes on 
my post-surgery Facebook post.

No matter what happens to U.S. 
healthcare legislation, I will remain a 
CHM member. This ministry is a perfect 
example of how I believe Jesus wants us 
to use our resources to take care of other 
Christians in need. The program really 
works and will continue to work as long as 
believers show the compassion and love 
of Christ. I pray that keeps happening for a 
long, long time.

This ministry is a 
perfect example of 
how I believe Jesus 
wants us to use our 
resources to take care 
of other Christians in 
need.
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“Craft & Goncharova testimonies,” continued from page 5

We received $50,000 in discounts on 
the hospital bill alone and CHM shared 
another $50,000 of my medical costs 
through its Gold schedule program for 
pre-existing conditions. The remaining 
balance exceeding the limit was listed 
on the Prayer Page in Heartfelt, the 
CHM monthly newsletter. Within a year, 
members had shared the remaining 
$31,500 through their voluntary 
donations—in the form of a check sent 
every month—so we could continue 
making payments on my bills. 

Today I’m healthy and whole and my 
medical bills have all been paid!

What touched me the most, though, was 
how fellow members reached out to me 
through cards and letters while I was 
listed on the Prayer Page. I was moved 
to tears when I thought strangers cared 
enough to let me know they were praying 
for me and to make a donation toward 
paying my bills. 

Thank you, CHM members, for your 
prayers and encouragement. You were 
the living expression of the Father’s love 
during the time I needed it most.

Natalya Goncharova, 
Spanaway, Wash.

I’d like to share 
my story with 
Heartfelt readers 
to illustrate 
for them the 
enormous 
difference CHM 
can make in their 
lives.

I was attracted to CHM because I’m a 
small business owner who was looking 
for an affordable healthcare cost solution. 
My husband, Richard, and I joined the 
ministry in Feb. 2015.

Several years earlier I started undergoing 
monitoring by an otolaryngologist 
because of a lump on the left side of 
my neck. At first it remained small, but 
it started growing in the second half of 
2015. My doctor and I agreed it should 
be removed. He thought it was a lipoma 
requiring a simple procedure at a surgery 
center. I underwent the procedure that 
December at a cost of about $20,000.

After I awoke from anesthesia I learned 
that the surgery didn’t go well. The 
doctor discovered the lump was actually 
a carotid body tumor, which could be 
life-threatening if not treated quickly. He 
referred me to an oncology clinic.

The new doctor said proper treatment 
would require two more surgeries. He 
wanted to begin right away, but I was still 
trying to recover from sticker shock. The 
cost estimate was $177,000. That’s almost 
as much as our house! I thought.

Uncertain, I called CHM. I learned that 
even though my condition was pre-
existing, my medical bills could still be 
shared through the Prayer Page, which 
appears in the monthly newsletter and is 
one of CHM’s programs for conditions that 
began prior to joining the ministry.

At first I was in disbelief, but the ministry 
staff assured me by explaining that 
hundreds of folks just like me had had 
their medical expenses met through the 
Prayer Page. They coached me to ask for 
discounts and set up payment plans with 
my healthcare providers.

Thanks to the advice we received from the 
knowledgeable and caring CHM staff, we 
submitted all of our paperwork and soon 
began receiving monthly checks. 

After discounts and financial assistance of 
over $150,000, over the course of a year 
CHM members shared nearly $46,000 
through Prayer Page giving. What a 
blessing!

As important as those checks were, 
much to my surprise I started receiving 
something equally wonderful: lists of 
names of those who contributed to 
sharing my bills. I also received many 
charming cards and notes wishing me a 
speedy recovery. They came from all over 
the country and I was so touched that I 
wrote back to each person.

During my long days of recovery, I had 
a lot of time to think about my good 
fortune—or perhaps I should say 
providential provision—of being in the 
United States at the time of my medical 
crisis. Though there are many excellent 
doctors where I was born in Siberia, 
Russia, I don’t believe I would have 
survived such surgeries there. I thank God 
for His timing, which is always perfect.

From the bottom of my heart I thank 
everyone in the CHM offices for your 
patience and attention to my many 
questions. I also thank my family and 
every member of the CHM community of 
believers for your support and generosity. 
Richard and I pray that God blesses you 
who have been such a blessing to us!

*Editor’s note: Christians living by New Testament principles are welcome to join CHM regardless of age, weight, health history or geographic 
region. To learn more, visit chministries.org/whocanbeamember. However, there are limitations on medical bill sharing for pre-
existing conditions. To learn more, see Guidelines Z and AA at chministries.org/guidelines.

The new doctor said 
proper treatment 
would require two 
more surgeries....The 
cost estimate was 
$177,000. That’s 
almost as much as 
our house! I thought.
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“Young members,” continued from page 6

Finally the doctors confirmed I had 
appendicitis, and I underwent an 
appendectomy. I’m happy to report that 
I’m doing very well and am completely 
healed.

Submitting bills for my surgery was very 
simple. Some discounts were easy to 
negotiate, but some weren’t. My hospital 
bill totaled nearly $60,000 but was 
reduced in half.

At first I was worried about how my 
expenses would be paid, but in working 
with CHM’s staff I felt reassured that the 
ministry would help me. What a relief it 
was when my bills were shared and I paid 
my healthcare providers.

God taught me a lot through my 
experience. I learned that when I wait on 
Him He will provide a solution.

The same was true for my parents when 
they were looking for healthcare cost 
provision: they waited on God for an 
answer. He led them to CHM—a ministry 
about which they’d heard only good 
things—and decided to check it out.

I’m so glad they did. I can’t express how 
grateful I am to receive the money to pay 
my hospital expenses. It just shows how 
great our God is and the amazing ways He 
works in our lives. Now we tell everyone 
how CHM came through for our family.

Daughter’s medical 
need teaches value in 
knowing local healthcare 
costs  By Jill Millican

Rising healthcare prices for the self-
employed caused my husband and me 
to seek a more affordable method to 
pay our medical costs. When we learned 
about CHM, I understood that it wasn’t 

insurance, but I liked the idea of sharing 
others’ needs in a biblical way. I also liked 
that my monthly financial gift would go 
to families who were incurring medical 
expenses.

Our CHM story began on Easter Sunday in 
2017 when my 16-year-old daughter, Erin, 
experienced severe abdominal pain on 
her right side. The following day I tried to 
get an appointment with our doctor.

When I told the nurse that the pain 
continued for more than 24 hours, she 
encouraged me to take my daughter to 
the emergency room to see if it was her 
appendix. Tests ruled out appendicitis 
and the doctor surmised that she might 
have a virus.

Isaiah 40:12 talks about God having a 
strong hand and how He measures the 
waters in the hollow of His hand. When 
you have a sick child—and especially 
when the doctors are unsure of the 
cause—it’s easy to feel overwhelmed 
and out of control. The passage in Isaiah 
reminded me that God works all things 
together for good. I found strength 
in knowing that I didn’t need to fully 
understand the purpose of her illness 
because there was purpose nevertheless.

When the bills came I called the 
hospital and asked for a discount. The 
representative who spoke with me 
was polite, but she was also new and 
unfamiliar with CHM. She said we could 
get a discount if we paid immediately, but 
the discount she offered was smaller than 
I’d hoped.

I didn’t want to leave CHM without any 
room for negotiation by paying the bill 
at that time, so I asked her to issue me 
a new bill reflecting the discount being 
offered. I simply wanted something in 
writing before sending the bill to CHM. 
She refused.

When I called the CHM staff, Pat Turner 
from the Member Advocate department 
helped me negotiate the charges to 
obtain a better discount. At the time, 
I was out of town and my ability to 
communicate back and forth about our 
bills was limited, but Pat was flexible and 
her positive attitude and willingness to 
work with me brought great reassurance.

Negotiating Erin’s medical imaging bill 
was a completely different experience. 
The provider immediately offered a 
sizable discount and it was much easier to 
work with them.

Though I hope we don’t need to seek 
medical care in the future, if we do I 
want to have a general knowledge of 
our local medical facilities’ costs. I would 
have considered taking Erin to a different 
hospital had I known there can be 
discrepancies between medical facility 
costs for the same services.*

To my relief, today Erin is doing well, is 
active in sports and keeps a very busy 
teenage schedule. The doctors never 
landed on a diagnosis but she improved 
anyway.

God reminded me of His faithfulness 
when I received the $4,500 check CHM 
sent to share my daughter’s medical bills. 
God taught me that He’s in control, that 
His hand is strong and that I can trust 
Him.

Thank you, CHM family, for being the 
method He used to reveal this to me.

*Editor’s note: Though members may choose any healthcare provider they wish as long as treatment falls under the CHM Guidelines 
(chministries.org/guidelines), as a free resource we offer a recommended provider and healthcare services directory on our website at 

chministries.org/providerlist. You can search locally or view our national directory.
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Health Q & A with Dr. Michael Jacobson, D.O.  
Patterns of arthritis in fingers

Q: About three years ago a knot 
developed on my index finger 

joint. I have been told by a hand surgeon 
that it is arthritis. Over the past year I 
developed tenderness in all the joints 
in my hands and wrists. It has gotten to 
the point of being painful when I shake 
someone’s hand. I have minor swelling 
along with constant aching in my hands 
and wrist.  

I’m assuming it is arthritis, but want a 
diagnosis to make sure. What is your 
recommendation to obtain a diagnosis 
of osteoarthritis or rheumatoid arthritis 
in a timely and cost effective manner?

A: Yes, it does sound like arthritis. 
The type, whether osteoarthritis 

or rheumatoid, will likely depend on the 

pattern of joint involvement, and the 
possibility of other symptoms. On the 
website rheumatoidarthritis.org, the 
following (simplified) differences are 
identified:

Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA):
• Joint pain, stiffness, swelling affecting 

multiple joints
• Symmetrical (tends to affect the same 

joints on both sides of the body)
• Morning stiffness lasting longer than 

30 minutes
• Additional symptoms like fatigue, 

fever, and malaise

Osteoarthritis (OA, or Degenerative Joint 
Disease, DJD):
• Joint pain and stiffness usually 

affecting hands, fingers or knees

• Joints on one side affected worse than 
on the other side

• Morning stiffness lasting fewer than 30 
minutes

• Possible spine and hip pain as well

There are also some blood tests that can 
be performed, but these are usually best 
after a doctor considers whether your 
pattern seems to fit more with RA (there 
are no blood tests for OA). Also, your 
doctor might want to X-ray your hand 
and finger joints to look for joint damage 
(prevalent in later stages of the disease).

If you have a health question for Dr. 
Jacobson, CHM Medical Consultant, please 
email it to doc@chministries.org. This 
information is not intended to replace the 
advice of your physician.

“PCOS,” continued from page 4

with mixed results. Spironolactone (a 
blood pressure medication) can reduce 
acne and unwanted hair growth and 
improve blood sugar control. 

Procedures are available to treat PCOS, 
including bariatric surgery (if you’re 
morbidly obese), ovarian “drilling” 
(diathermy or electrocautery of the 
ovaries)—as an alternative to clomiphene 
for infertility—and acupuncture 
(studied with mixed results regarding 
menstruation, acne and infertility).

The bottom line: I recommend first 
implementing lifestyle changes to 
address a host of problems, not just PCOS. 
Afterwards, consider with your physician 
some of the available supplements and 
medications.

*Author’s note: Lab tests may measure: 
androgen hormone levels, free and 
total testosterone levels, and sex 
hormone-binding globulin (SHBG) levels. 
Additional tests may include measuring 
your: body mass index (BMI), blood 
pressure, diabetes numbers, thyroid-

stimulating hormone (TSH), prolactin 
level, 17-hydroxyprogesterone, blood 
glucose, insulin, lipids, gonadotropin 
levels (luteinizing hormone [LH], follicle-
stimulating hormone [FSH], insulin-like 
growth factor 1 (IGF-1) and growth 
hormone (GH) levels (if acromegaly is 
considered). Your healthcare provider may 
also have you undergo a pelvic ultrasound, 
24-hour urinary free cortisol or a low-dose 
dexamethasone suppression test (if late-
onset PCOS symptoms or Cushing syndrome 
is suspected).

labor in the short term and reduced 
medical bill sharing time in the long run.

What’s the best book you’ve read? 
Cryptonomicon by Neal Stephenson. 
During World War II, mathematician 
Lawrence Waterhouse cleverly decodes 
ciphers from Nazi leaders that contain 
details of their plans to attack the Allies. 
Meanwhile, U.S. Marine Bobby Shaftoe 
aids the Allies in covering up strategic 
interventions that the decoding makes 

possible. Later, in the 1990s, Waterhouse’s 
grandson, Randy, works with Shaftoe’s 
granddaughter, Amy, to “free” the internet 
and uncover Nazi war gold. If that doesn’t 
sell it, I don’t know what will.

Tell us something that might surprise 
us about you. In college I also studied 
classical languages. I can read and write 
in Latin and Greek (but unfortunately 
I don’t really practice speaking them). 
During the fall semester of my senior year, 

we translated the gospel of John from 
Greek. I’ve also translated one of Paul’s 
letters, part of Plato’s Symposium, several 
of Cicero’s letters and orations and part of 
Sallust’s Catiline War.

What would you most like to tell 
13-year-old version of yourself? Pay 
more attention in your math classes. Oh, 
and get a better part-time job 
because mowing lawns doesn’t 
pay much.

“Meet your staff,” continued from page 13
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Letters to Christian Healthcare Ministries
Just as the church of Christ is not a building, Christian Healthcare Ministries isn’t an office in Ohio. These letters represent what you who 
participate in CHM are accomplishing for each other and for the cause of Christ. You, through your collective and faith-based sharing and 
support, make this ministry possible. We are privileged to serve you. We are privileged to serve Him.  -Rev. Howard Russell

Dear CHM Family, 
Thank you so much for the check that shared 
my medical bills for diagnosing metastatic 
breast cancer. The nicest part was that the 
check arrived on my birthday! 

Anyone who has an illness has some anxiety 
about how to pay for testing and treatment. 
Even though I was making small payments 
and got great discounts from the doctors, 
I still woke up at night wondering if my 
medical bills would shared and how I might 
beat this cancer. 

The night before the check arrived, I gave 
my situation over to the Lord again and 
trusted Him to work it out. I’m still trusting 
God, but whether I am healed or not I will 
praise Him. I have Stage 4 cancer, but as I tell 
everyone, “I’m living 2 Corinthians 4:17. This 
“light and momentary” trial will work out for 
my good and for the glory of God.

Sincerely,

Peggy Hand 
Lockport, NY

Dear CHM: 
Thank you so much for the check you sent 
recently to help share for my surgery. It 
came at a great time of need.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Bell 
Concord, NH

Dear CHM, 
Thank you so much for sharing my medical 
bills. I feel blessed and humbled to be part 
of such a wonderful group of believers! May 
the Lord continue to bless this ministry.

In His love,

Pam Huffman 
Norwalk, OH

Dear CHM, 
Words cannot express our gratitude for your 

ministry. We’d thought that when 
we sent our monthly financial gifts, 
they was for someone else. We 

thanked God we were not the ones with the 
health problem. 

In that light, Richard’s heart attack was quite 
a shock. CHM and Brother’s Keeper were a 
great blessing in our time of need. When 
our hospital offered to lower the bill by 
52 percent, the CHM staff worked hard to 
maximize the discount opportunity. Thank 
you for your response. We are blessed and 
are referring a friend to you.

Sincerely,

Richard & Marge Greene 
Keystone, SD

Dear CHM,  
Thank you, CHM! The ministry was such a 
blessing when I received a check sharing 
all of my costs for a medical incident. A 
few days prior, I was wondering as a new 
member what would happen. I feel so 
blessed to now know the answer. I praise 
God and thank all of the CHM brothers and 
sisters for helping each other because of our 
shared belief in Jesus and the Word of God. 
You have bolstered my trust and faith in my 
fellow man. God bless each and every one of 
you. You are amazing!

In Christ’s name,

LeAna Brown 
Lake Worth, TX

Dear CHM,  
Thank you for sharing the cost of our 
daughter’s medical bills. This has been 
a beyond blessing to our family and we 
cannot thank you enough. May God bless 
CHM with much favor!

Many blessings,

Sarah & Keith Gibson 
Hudson, OH

Dear CHM,  
Words cannot express just how very much 
I appreciate all of the finances and prayers 
to share all of my bills! May God bless all 
of the staff who work so hard to work with 
healthcare providers on members’ behalf to 

get medical bill discounts. What a godsend 
and blessing you are.

Thanks again,

Sallee Lowry 
Stuart, NE

Dear CHM,  
Thank you so much, CHM, for what you 
are doing for God’s people. Working with 
you was such a blessing and a different 
experience from any of my prior health 
plans. I wanted to let you know I appreciate 
you and am very grateful.

Thank you,

Lauren Handley 
Hendersonville, TN

Dear CHM,  
I just want to thank you for sharing the 
balance on my kidney stone medical bills 
last November. After all my discounts were 
applied, seeing your check in the mail was 
so exciting. I believe in this cost sharing 
ministry and tell others about it as well as 
Brother’s Keeper. 

I’m 57 years young and I know many people 
even younger who have had heart attacks 
or diabetes. I take pride in taking care of my 
health, but sometimes there isn’t anything 
we can do except rely on our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Thank you all again and God 
bless you all.

Love,

Linda Galvano 
Fayetteville, NC

Dear CHM,  
Thanks for all your support. God bless your 
ministry.

Sincerely,

Rachel Esh 
Ronks, PA
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CHM legal notices
Christian Healthcare Ministries (hereinafter “CHM”), a not-for-profit religious organization, is not an insurance company. No ministry operations or publications are offered 
through or operated by an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any 
CHM member chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be entirely voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. 
Whether you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and whether CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for Florida Residents: A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free, 
within the state of Florida. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State of Florida. 1-800-435-7352 Our Florida registration number is 
CH3543. CHM has not retained any professional solicitors or professional fundraising consultants and 100% of each contribution is received by our organization.
Especially for Kentucky Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by an insurance company and they 
are not offered through an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether 
any member chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether you 
receive any gifts for medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for Maryland Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance 
company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. No other member will be compelled to contribute 
toward the cost of your medical bills. Therefore, CHM should never be considered a substitute for an insurance policy. This activity is not regulated by the Maryland Insurance 
Administration, and your liabilities are not covered by the Maryland Life and Health Guarantee Fund. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and 
whether or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for Oklahoma Residents: This is not an insurance policy. It is a voluntary program that is neither approved, endorsed or regulated by the Oklahoma Department 
of Insurance and the program is not guaranteed under the Oklahoma Life and Health Insurance Guaranty Association.
Especially for Pennsylvania Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an 
insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share 
the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for insurance. Whether you receive any financial gifts for 
medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for South Dakota Residents: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s program is not an insurance contract. This plan does not fall under the jurisdiction of the 
South Dakota Division of Insurance and the plan is not covered under the South Dakota guaranty fund.
Especially for Wisconsin Residents: Attention: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an 
insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share 
the burden of your medical bills is entirely voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts 
for medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain responsible for the payment of your own medical bills.

Prayer requests this month: These are prayer requests only. Please send your monthly financial 
gift to the CHM office (see instructions on your yellow Member Gift Form). We invite you to send cards or words of 
encouragement to the people listed below.
Perry & Sherry Christensen: 4516 Shady 
Lake Dr, North Richland Hills, TX 76180 
Sherry was diagnosed with stage 4 breast 
cancer. She and Perry have three young 
children.

Joshua & Amy Curell: 2596 NE Elaine St, 
Jesen Beach, FL 34957 The Curells’ seven-
year-old daughter, Avery, was diagnosed 
with leukemia.

Dan & Carol Fletcher: PO Box 349, York, 
SC 29745 Dan had a stroke and Carol had 
a cerebral hemorrhage.

Emanuel & Fannie Hostetler: 6643 
Summer Shade Rd, Beaumont, KY 
42124 The Hostetlers’ son, five-year-old 
James, was diagnosed with leukemia.

Stephen & Helen Krahl: 3118A Clay Cir, 
Huntsville, TX 77340  Helen delivered 
a stillborn baby girl, Hannah. Helen was 
diagnosed with lupus shortly after.

Jena Madeley: 5 Merion, Abilene, TX 
79606  Jena has been diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer.

John & Nicole Medina: 2215 N Parks St, 
Sapulpa, OK 74066 The Medinas’ teenage 
son, John III, was killed in a car accident.

Ricky & Ronda Pearson: #57 Kack’s 
Cir, Shell Knob, MO 65747 Ronda is 
scheduled for a spinal tap, which has a risk 
of paralysis.

Richard Price: 845 NW 110th Ter, 
Plantation, FL 33324 Richard’s wife 
passed away after a battle with illness.

Julie Ray: 1512 Spring Oaks Dr, Joliet, 
IL 60431 Julie’s husband passed away 
suddenly on his way to work. The Rays 
have two children.

Debra Russell: 33090 Iolite St, Menifee, 
CA, 92584  Debra’s husband, Mark, passed 
away.

Tina Shertz: 11098 CR 9510, West 
Plains, MO 65775 Tina’s son, Lucas, was 
involved in a car accident and passed 
away from his injuries three weeks later.

Dean & Deborah Skinner: 9899 County 
Rd 136, Live Oak, FL 32060  Dean has 
Lewy body dementia and Parkinson’s 
disease.

Maria Taylor: PO Box 332, Fair Grove, 
MO 65648 Maria was diagnosed with 
cancer.

Ted Vance & Nancy Watts: 29014 
Geneva Dr, Spring, TX 77386  Nancy had 
emergency surgery and was diagnosed 
with cancer. Please pray for her and her 
husband.

Tomas & Lillian Wilkinson: 1021 S 
Greenfield Rd, Unit 1053, Mesa, AZ 
85206  Thomas had a heart attack 
Thanksgiving Day and also suffered a 
major stroke.
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