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CHM milestone: 10 years with no rate increase
Inflation,  
investopedia.com 
says, is “the rate at 
which the general 
level of prices for 
goods and services 
is rising and, 
consequently, the 
purchasing power of 
currency is falling.”

Food, clothes, 
homes—just about everything costs more 
than it did 10 years ago.

But not your healthcare program, if you’re 
a Christian Healthcare Ministries member. 
CHM’s monthly financial gifts haven’t 
increased since Jan. 1, 2008.

This is while, in just six years’ time, medical 
care prices have risen 19.7 percent.*

“This 10-year record of no rate increases is 
a blessing all around,” said Rev. Dr. Howard 
Russell, CHM President and CEO.

“We attribute reaching this milestone to 
the hand of God blessing and guiding 
this ministry,” Rev. Russell said. “We have 
a book of Acts biblical model of ministry 
operation that works and our staff is 
wonderful in how they work with and 
help our members, In the end, however, 
God is our leader and our guide.”

Medical bill discounts play a significant 
role in 10 years of no financial gift 
increases.

“Our members and staff are very effective 
at negotiating discounts with members’ 
healthcare providers,” Russell added. 

“It’s not unusual for us to see discounts 
of 50 percent or more on large hospital 

See “10 years with no increase,” page 15

For when your heart aches and when 
it soars: it’s Heartfelt
 By Rev. Dr. Howard S. Russell, CHM President & CEO

Christianity is about hearts: your heart, my 
heart, everyone’s hearts, what Christ does 
in the hearts of Christians and what He 
can do in the hearts of non-Christians. 

Jesus is the beating heart of this Christian 
ministry that serves you and your health,  
and we serve God by serving you. 

What we do here is heartfelt, which 
enables me to introduce the new name of 
the CHM monthly newsletter: Heartfelt.

As we know, when we accept Christ as 
savior He doesn’t literally find a place 
to live inside the pump that pushes 

blood throughout our bodies. Instead, 
He indwells our spirits, minds, thoughts, 
emotions, attitudes, and beliefs; the very 
heart of who we are. 

The heart itself is just an internal organ. 
But we talk about hearts because 
that’s where we feel things. There’s a 
connection between the brain and the 
heart, explained on NBC’s “TODAY” show 
website. The featured article was about 
research done by an organization called 
HeartMath on how the heart responds in 
various situations: 

“We now know that the heart sends 
more information to the brain than the 
brain sends to the heart,” the article 
said. “And the brain responds to the 
heart in many important ways...As we 
experience feelings like anger, frustration, 
anxiety and insecurity, our heart rhythm 
patterns become more erratic…when we 
experience heart-felt emotions like love, 
care, appreciation and compassion, the 
heart produces a very different rhythm. 

Heartfelt...actually 
conveys two 
messages: what we 
do is heartfelt by 
everyone here who 
works for you, and 
your participation in 
CHM—helping fellow 
Christians as they 
help you—is heartfelt.

See “Heartfelt,” page 15
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By Jan Rogers, Wichita, Kan.

In over 50 years of being a Christian and 
43 years of marriage, our family had 
never faced a more difficult time than late 
summer and early fall 2016.

In mid-August my husband, John, and I 
learned that our daughter-in-law left our 
oldest son. Two weeks later, our daughter 
and son-in-law announced that after 16 
years of marriage his adultery was causing 
them to divorce. 

We were shocked; they had attended 
Christian school together and we were all 
members of the same church.

Still reeling from these revelations, after 
another few weeks we heard the news 
that completely changed our world: John 

had kidney failure resulting from late-
stage multiple myeloma. 

Terminal cancer.

We had joined the Christian Healthcare 
Ministries Gold program in April 2012 and 
in the four years since I’d had a few minor 
health issues. 

John, however, was never sick.

In October 2016 John suspected he had a 
kidney infection and visited our primary 
care physician, who ran some tests. 

I was running errands when John called to 
tell me the test results and that he needed 
to go to a hospital intensive care unit 
right away. I dropped everything to return 
home and drive him to the ICU.

After what felt like thousands of tests, we 
learned the diagnosis: John had lesions 
(tumors) throughout his body. The lower 
spine lesions were more advanced, which 
is what caused his kidney failure.

Since multiple myeloma causes cancer 
cells to accumulate in the bone marrow, 
John suffered multiple fractures; over time 
he went from walking with a cane to not 
being able to walk at all. At one point his 
arm was in a sling and he had difficulty 
breathing because most of his ribs were 
fractured. Eventually he had to use an 
oxygen tank.

Shortly after we learned the news I 
realized I would be an “accountant” of 
sorts; I had to keep track of the constantly-
arriving medical bills. Though in retrospect 
I see I didn’t have to be nervous, I was 
nevertheless overwhelmed at the thought 
of calling CHM. Never before had we faced 
such high medical costs.

The CHM staff was terrific; the 
representative I spoke with was patient 
in answering my questions and listened 
intently as I explained what was 
happening in our lives. She prayed with 
me about John’s illness and all of the other 
family trauma we were experiencing.

John and I were amazed, too, by the 
overflowing of love evidenced by the 
numerous cards and prayers we received 
from CHM members—Christians we’d 
never met but who nevertheless are our 
brothers and sisters in the Lord. John 
would read and re-read the encouraging 
notes, knowing that he was being 
surrounded by God’s love through each 
and every one of you.

On June 27, 2017, God decided John had 
suffered enough and took him home 
to heaven—only eight months after his 
diagnosis.

He left behind quite a legacy: he was the 
spiritual head of our home, a godly father 
and a loving grandfather. He 

See “Rogers testimony,” page 15
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Depression: spirit, soul and body
© Dr. Michael D. Jacobson, D.O. Do not reproduce this article without permission.

Recently, a member sent in a question 
about depression:

I am having a very difficult time. I think 
it may be menopause, but it has lapsed 
into a deep depression. I don’t know if it’s 
spiritual, physical, chemical or all of the 
above. I have had nutrient tests and a saliva 
test done. The integrated doctor I saw 
prescribed a compound that worked for a 
couple of years, but the last time she just 
gave me a supplement called Progensa 20 
by Xymogen. She is a medical doctor who is 
also holistic. She wants me to come in every 
three to six months. I don’t know if I need 
an antidepressant or not, and I’m not sure 
where to turn at this point. 

Dr. Jacobson’s response: 

In response, I prayed for this member, 
that she would soon experience again 
the abundant joy of salvation (John 10:10, 
Psalm 51:12 [KJV]) and the communion of 
the Spirit. 

I appreciated her question because, unlike 
many people in the medical profession, 
she recognized and considered the 
possibility that her depression might 
be due to one of many different causes, 
including spiritual, and that it might be 
“all of the above.” We are spiritual beings 
who also have souls and physical bodies. 
I believe a holistic view recognizes that 
any disease can be caused, aggravated, or 
impacted by “all of the above.” 

In that light, a number of suggestions 
came to mind: 

• First, if you ever have thoughts about 
harming yourself or anyone else, you 
need to seek help immediately. 

• I encourage Christians not to 
unnecessarily jump immediately to 
medications, but to first consider 
addressing their spiritual needs. The 
Apostle Peter wrote, “As newborn babes, 
desire the sincere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby” (1 Peter 2:2). Just 
as physical food nourishes the physical 
body, so the Word of God nourishes the 
spirit. In addition to a daily devotional or 
quiet time, I listen to the scriptures daily. 
You can do this either by purchasing 
CDs or listening online (this feature is 
available through several websites and 
free mobile apps). “So then faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God” (Romans 10:17). This year, I’m 
listening to the Bible chronologically for 
the first time. 

• Consider reading my book, The Word 
on Health (©2000, Moody Press, by 
Michael D. Jacobson), which is available 
through CHM (doc@chministries.org). 
That probably seems like a shameless 
plug, but I really wrote that book for this 
very purpose; I receive no proceeds from 
CHM’s distribution of the book. 

• As the member wrote, this may be 
principally a hormonal issue, secondary 
to the imbalance of estrogen and 
progesterone, which is quite common 
during the peri-menopausal years. 
With that said, be wary of “natural 
progesterone” products. As I’ve written 
a number of times over the years, many 
women unwittingly purchase these, 
thinking they are getting progesterone 
from a natural plant source (i.e. from wild 
Mexican yam root), when in fact plants 
don’t have progesterone. The plant 
source does contain the sterol backbone 
from which progesterone can be 
synthesized, but this can only take place 
in a laboratory (not in your body). 

• I’m biased, but I think each of us should 
have a good family physician. Even if you 
prefer a strictly spiritual route, or that of 
complementary medicine (the expenses 
for which CHM members do not share), I 
still recommend staying connected to a 
traditional family doctor who keeps up 
with the latest developments and who 
oversees and integrates your care. From 
that family physician I’d consider a trial 
of antidepressants (the most commonly 
recommended are selective serotonin 
reuptake inhibitors [SSRIs]). 

• Engage in a regular exercise program, 
including 30 minutes of walking each 
day. I try 
to run 
three days 
per week 
and walk 
three other 
days per 
week with 
my wife. 
Lately, 
instead of just chatting, we’ve started 
integrating some conversational prayer 
as we walk, which has been uplifting to 
our spirits. 

Dr. Michael 
Jacobson, D.O.
Medical Director, Christian Healthcare 
Ministries

127 Hazelwood Ave. 
Barberton, OH 44203

Phone: 800-791-6225 
Fax: 330-848-4322

doc@chministries.org 
(Please allow one to two weeks for a response. 
This service isn’t intended for acute problems 
or to replace the advice of your physician.)

Health education resources at: 
chministries.org/ healthinfo

See “Depression,” page 16

Health WATCH
Promoting biblical health and wellness
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‘Tis the season for taxes
Editor’s note: This article was written before Jan. 1, 2018. For the most up-to-date tax information, please visit our website 
tax page at chministries.org/taxes. 

The holidays are 
over and a less-
loved season is 
just beginning—
tax season.

There is good 
news, though: 
you can 

report your CHM membership to the 
government with relative ease. To avoid a 
“taxastrophe,” we offer these tips:

Filing by mail 
Most members* must include IRS Form 
8965 “Health Coverage Exemptions” when 
filing their 2017 taxes. The form is found 
by searching for it on the IRS Forms & 
Instructions web page at irs.gov/forms-
instructions. You only need to complete 
Part III of the form; please don’t 
complete Parts I or II. 

Be sure to tell your tax professional about 
your CHM membership and Form 8965 

to attach to your Form 1040, 1040A or 
1040EZ.

Electronic (online) filing
If you use electronic software to file your 
taxes, the software should automatically 
ask you the questions that appear on 
Form 8965. Follow the prompts to claim 
exemptions for family members who 
participated in Christian Healthcare 
Ministries for all or at least part of 2017. If 
your tax software asks for an ECN number, 
simply skip that page or window to go to 
the next step.

*Members who had Medicare in 2017
Members who had Medicare for the 
entire year in 2017 should not file Form 
8965. Since Medicare is your primary 
health cost provision, please indicate 
that you have health insurance when 
filing your taxes by mail or online. For 
further questions, please consult your tax 
professional.

*Members who were part of a group 
in 2017
Please contact your group administrator 
for tax help. Group administrators with 
questions should speak to an attorney 
knowledgeable about both taxes and 
the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare). 
Administrators can contact CHM’s groups 
team (groups@chministries.org) for 
attorney referrals.

Extra giving
Except for Missouri members, monthly 
financial gifts to CHM are not tax-
deductible. Only extra giving (including 
Prayer Page or hurricane relief fund 
donations) is considered tax-deductible. 
By Jan. 31, 2018, CHM will mail a tax 
statement to all Missouri members, but 
members from other states will only 
receive such a statement if in 2017 they 
contributed extra giving. You will not 
receive a tax statement if you didn’t 
participate in extra giving in 2017.

Setting a SMART goal for the New Year
By CHM member Kristen Sherman, Muncie, Ind.

It’s no secret that the majority of people 
who make a New Year’s resolution try to 
eat healthier and lose weight. If so many 
of us want to improve in this area of our 
lives, why do so few succeed and what 
can you do to help ensure success in 
2018? 

I encourage my clients to “begin with 
the end in mind” by thinking about 
their future lives. You can use the same 
technique: What do you see yourself 
doing in five, 10, or even 20 years? 
Walking your daughter down the aisle 
on her wedding day? Chasing your 
grandkids? Working in a ministry setting? 
Starting a family? 

Many people, however, don’t make 
a connection between their future 
plans and present eating habits. Have 
you thought about how your diet and 
activity level might hinder your ability to 
accomplish your five-, 10- and 20-year 
goals? 

Here’s another thought to ponder:  What 
kind of foundation are you laying, not just 
spiritually, but physically—for  yourself 
and your family? Matthew 7:25 states 
“And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall, because it had 
been founded on the rock.” Feeding our 
bodies according to God’s design offers 
the building blocks for laying a firm 

foundation of health for many years to 
come. When illness comes our way, we 
and our families will weather the storms 
with far greater ease if we have built a 
healthy eating foundation.

You might be wondering how to fix a 
foundation that already has some “cracks.” 
You have to start at the ground level. It 
will be laborious, intensive, messy and 
challenging. There will be times when 
you want to give up because it will seem 
too hard or not worth the effort—or you 
just don’t feel like continuing. Reminding 
yourself of what you want to be doing 
in five, 10 or 20 years will help you stay 
focused and committed to 

See “SMART goal,” page 16
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CHM helps expectant members with unexpected 
costs By Travis Self, Muscotah, Kan.

CHM has 
changed our 
family’s life. 
In late 2015 
we found 
out we were 
expecting our 

third child. We were so excited and eager 
to meet the latest addition to our family.

In spring 2016 my wife began 
experiencing pregnancy problems. 
Hannah’s complications required medical 
tests, scans and other procedures. The 
end result was unnerving: piles of medical 
bills and a mountain of worry. We asked 
ourselves, How will we pay for these and 
what will CHM share? 

May 2016 added another round of 
medical bills—and more financial 
concerns. Abdominal pain and other 
symptoms compelled me to make a trip 
to the emergency room. We learned that 

appendicitis was the culprit and incurred 
another $23,000 in expenses.

The healing process caused me to miss 
many days at work. I’m self-employed as a 
general contractor, so I couldn’t fall back 
on paid vacation time or other benefits. 
When I returned to the job I had to work 
long, strenuous hours to make up for lost 
time and income.

As a result Hannah and I fell behind 
on our regular monthly bills and were 
struggling to “keep the wolves at bay.” 
We didn’t have the time, energy or will to 
worry about how we would also pay our 
medical bills.

We spent many hours in prayer and were 
soon reminded that when we joined 
Christian Healthcare Ministries God had 
provided a way to meet our medical 
expenses. After receiving about $5,000 in 
discounts on my appendicitis bills, CHM 
shared more than $18,500. Likewise, after 
nearly $8,000 in discounts for Hannah’s 

pregnancy costs, CHM shared over 
$30,000.

We’re pleased to announce the birth 
of our daughter, Aubyn Rose, born on 
Aug. 31, 2016. Mom and baby are both 
doing well, and we couldn’t be more 
grateful for CHM’s generous support and 
the faithfulness of fellow members. A 
great weight was lifted when, thanks to 
CHM sharing, I paid our hospital in full. It 
certainly brought tears to my eyes when 
I returned to my truck after handing over 
that check.

The love we received from this ministry 
has humbled me in many ways and I 
believe our story is a testament to how 
much God loves us and provides for 
His children. I can’t say enough about 
Christian Healthcare Ministries and the 
blessing you’ve been to us. Thank you, 
members and staff, for helping us meet 
our medical needs in both expected and 
unexpected circumstances.

Retired nurse takes leap of faith, joins CHM and sees 
$17,000 in shared medical expenses By Carolyn Diehl, Myrtle Beach, S.C.

I’m a retired nurse and a pastor’s wife, and 
my healthcare costs were spiraling out of 
control at the time I heard about health 
cost sharing ministries from a friend. CHM 
became an answer to prayer.

Though I joined the ministry to pay 
for major medical incidents, I certainly 
didn’t anticipate such events happening. 
However, I was very surprised—and 
concerned—when I awoke one morning 
soon after joining with a fever, chills and 
abdominal pain.

I assessed my pain and 38 years of 
nursing experience led me to believe it 
was “rebound tenderness” in my lower 

right abdomen. I took my 
temperature and self-diagnosed 

the symptoms as acute appendicitis. I 
quickly woke my husband to get a ride to 
our local hospital, all the while mentally 
preparing myself for emergency surgery.

As much as my mind was focused on my 
health and doing what I could to restore 
it, I nevertheless began thinking about 
the financial consequences of what was 
occurring. In those moments, the Lord 
reminded me that He led me to CHM for 
this very reason. I wanted to trust Him 
but I admit I was still concerned about 
my decision to opt out of insurance and 
join a health cost sharing ministry. To 
ease my mind I reminded myself of the 
many testimonies I had read in the CHM 
newsletter.

I underwent surgery 
immediately 
following a CT scan 
that confirmed my 
appendicitis. The 
hospital released me 
within eight hours 
and I returned home 
to rest.

The next day I called CHM to report my 
emergency room visit and subsequent 
outpatient surgery. The staff member 
I spoke with was very reassuring and 
encouraged me to submit my medical 
bills and the CHM Needs Processing 
Forms.* At my follow-up visit I negotiated 
a 50 percent discount on the surgeon’s 

See “Diehl testimony,” page 12
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Please do not send financial 
gifts directly to the people 
listed below. Giving should be 
sent via the CHM office (see 
page 8 sidebar). Addresses are 
provided below if you wish to 
send cards, letters or emails of 
encouragement.

1. Amy Alewel: 3007 Golfview 
Dr., Norfolk, NE 68701 
Condition: Crohn’s disease. 
Total bills: $9,451. 

2. Leslie Ayres: 10607 W 
Deanne Dr., Sun City, AZ 
85351 Condition: heart 
attack. Total bills: $23,249. 
Donations: $17,955. 
Remaining: $5,294.

3. Daniel Baker: 10186 N Pines 
Rd., Hayden Lake, ID 83835 
Condition: heart condition. 
Total bills: $38,969. 

4. Philip Baker: 1331 Pleasant 
Hill Rd., Fleetwood, PA 
19522 Condition: nasal polyp 
removal. Total bills: $13,002. 
Donations: $7,527. Add-
on bills: $604. Remaining: 
$6,079.

5. Kenneth Baugh: PO 
Box 853, Hot Springs, 
VA 24445  Condition: 
herniated disc. Total bills: 
$22,784. Donations: $3,211. 
Remaining: 19,573.

6. Dale Beidleman: 
18510 Waco St., 
Anoka, MN 55303 
(dalebbei@
hotmail.com) 
Condition: knee 
surgery. Total 
bills: $43,718. 
Donations: 
$11,824. 
Discounts: $792. Remaining: 
$31,102.

7. Addi Bennett: PO Box 374, 
Kersey, CO 80644 (msb332@
yahoo.com) Condition: heart 
ablation. Total bills: $12,321. 
Donations: $63,519. Add-on 

bills: $58,797. Remaining: 
$7,599.

8. Samuel Blandina: 225 E 
62nd St., Indianapolis, IN 
46220 Condition: urology 
treatment. Total bills: $24,176. 

9. Destaney Bohlender: 19461 
CR 46, Lasalle, CO 80645 
(destaney13@gmail.com) 
Condition: hip surgery. Total 
bills: $45,649. Donations: 
$18,369. Add-on bills: 
$3,066. Remaining: $30,346.

10. Thomas Bolyard: 2646 
Farmlake Lane, Fort Mill, SC 
29708 Condition: diabetes/
foot surgery. Total bills: 
$46,473. Donations: $28,275. 
Remaining: $18,198. 

11. Lynette Boyer: 135 
Wynshire Ln., Red Lion, 
PA 17356 Condition: disc 
surgery complications caused 
cardiac arrest. Total bills: 
$64,729. Donations: $17,965. 
Remaining: $46,764.

12. Betty Brandenberger: 
22505 Ward Rd., Woodburn, 
IN 46797 Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: 
$20,630. Donations: $14,634. 
Remaining: $5,996.

13. Laurie Brown: 15070 
Mt. Eaton St. SW, Navarre, 
OH 44662 Condition: heart 
bypass/valve repair. Total bills: 

$4,852. Donations: $38,039. 
Add-on bills: $51,307. 
Remaining: $18,120.

14. Tami Brown: 1325 
Cobblestone Rd. N., 
Champlin, MN 55316 
Condition: osteoarthritis. Total 
bills: $15,622. Donations: 

$4,284. Remaining: $11,338.
15. Scott Bruns: 1009 Martin 

Rd., Wheelersburg, OH 
45694 (scott@sciotohills.
com) Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: 
$39,084. Donations: $15,533. 
Add-on bills: $3,483.
Remaining: $27,034.

16. Mary Beth Burrell: 100 
Memorial Dr., Barnesville, 
GA 30204 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: 
$11,647. 

17. Victor Channels: PO Box 
747, Mason, OH 45040 
Condition: colon cancer. Total 
bills: $80,862. 

18. Jeffrey & Jennifer 
Christian: 3413 Skyline 
Village Trl., Houston, 
TX 77057 Condition: The 
Christians’ daughter, Reese, 
suffers from endometriosis. 
Total bills: $11,962. 

19. Byron Compton: 123 W. 
Pecan, La Grange, TX 78945  
Condition: blood clots and 
heart condition. Total bills: 
$18,281. Donations: $2,577. 
Remaining: $15,704.

20. Carlton Coston: 626 
Lexington, Abilene, TX 
79605 Condition: heart 
ablation. Total bills: $49,238. 
Donations: $13,546. 

Remaining: $35,692.
21. Andrew Countryman: 

865 E Dade 132, Everton, 
MO 65646 (elaineg2006@
hotmail.com) Condition: 
hernia repair. Total 
bills: $10,224. 
Donations: $2,928. 

Prayer 
Page 
GIVING

Total needs remaining this month: $1,843,297
Each need would be met in full if each member family contributed

$12.28 this month or $4.10 for the next three months.
These amounts are suggestions; please consider giving today.

Christian 
Healthcare 
Ministries  
Prayer Page
Attn: Prayer Page

127 Hazelwood Ave 
Barberton, OH 44203

Phone: 800-791-6225  
(ask for the Prayer Page)

Fax: 330-798-6105

chministries.org

E-mail: prayerpage@
chministries.org

All the believers were one in 
heart and mind. No one claimed 
that any of his possessions 
was his own, but they shared 
everything they had... 
There were no needy persons 
among them. Acts 4:32, 34a

What is the  
Prayer Page?

The Prayer Page is an 
additional means by 
which CHM members 
help other Christians.

Most of the medical 
needs listed on these 
pages are ongoing 
bills from pre-existing 
conditions, which do 
not qualify for sharing 
through the regular 
CHM program. (They are 
not bills incurred before 
members joined CHM.)

Giving to needs listed 
on these pages is not 
your CHM monthly 
gift. It is an opportunity 
to give over and above 
your gift amount. We 
urge you to send cards 
of encouragement even 
if you are unable to 
contribute financially.

See the sidebars on pages 
8-9 for more information 
on how to give.

Prayer Page
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And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise

Remaining: $7,296.
22. Dee Anna Courtney: 1201A 

N 2nd St., Cimarron, KS 
67835 Condition: ruptured 
hernia. Total bills: $6,567. 

23. Vicki Daniels: 19211 
328th Ave., Isle, MN 56342 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $20,218. Donations: 
$19,033. Discounts: $52. Add-
on bills: $7,559. Remaining: 
$8,693.

24. Natalie Davis: 3908 E 
Elmwood St., Mesa, AZ 85205 
Condition: breast cancer. Total 
bills: $2,178. 

25. Patrice Davis: 15 
Rotherdale Rd., Brewer, 
ME 04412 Condition: breast 
cancer. Total bills: $9,422. 
Donations: $10,486. 
Discounts: $5,000. Add-on 
bills: $8,686. Remaining: 
$2,622.

26. Paula DiMaio: 231 James, 
Westmont, IL 60559 
Condition: ulcerative colitis/
anemia. Total bills: $36,281. 

27. Merle Eberly: 1328 Oaklyn 
Dr., Narvon, PA 17555 
Condition: rotator cuff injury. 
Total bills: $9,136. Donations: 
$2,552. Add-on bills: $255. 
Remaining: $6,839.

28. Sam Emmerling: 1613 
Northline, North Little 
Rock, AR 72116 Condition: 
spinal stenosis. Total bills: 
$28,277. Donations: $19,920. 
Remaining: $8,357. 

29. Julia Ensz: 5523 W 
County Rd. 11 N, Center, 
CO 81125 (renns@ymail.
com) Condition: back surgery 
and complications. Total 
bills: $11,862. Donations: 
$3,265. Add-on bills: $487. 
Remaining: $9,084.

30. Ronald Ernest: 4875 N 
Napoleon, Lima, OH 45801 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $4,499. 

31. Donald Fannin: 624 Grand 

Ridge Dr., Howard, OH 43028 
Condition: hip and leg pain. 
Total bills: $7,238. Donations: 
$1,938. Discounts: $824. 
Remaining: $4,476.

32. Ricky Ferrari: 9 2nd St. 
SE, Crosby, MN 56441 
(dollyandrick@charter.net) 
Condition: heart attack. Total 
bills: $92,989. Donations: 
$74,577. Add-on bills: 
$22,315. Remaining: $40,727.

33. Tommy Fraley: 604 James, 
Sweetwater, TX 79556 
Condition: prostate cancer. 
Total bills: $7,128. Donations: 
$7,803. Add-on bills: $7,303. 
Remaining: $6,628.

34. Thomas E. Frost: 107 E 
Elm St., Thorp, WI 54771 
Condition: hernia repair. Total 
bills: $20,077. Donations: 
$5,692. Remaining: $14,385.

35. Karen Garibay: 300 
Modene Ave., Waxahachie, 
TX 75165 (hachie17@
sbcglobal.net) Condition: 
heart attack/triple bypass 
surgery. Total bills: $141,187. 
Donations: $113,621. 
Discounts: $16,187. 
Remaining: $11,378.

36. Mark Gasster: 1048 
Lorraine Dr., Napa, CA 94558 
Condition: epilepsy. Total bills: 
$11,682. Donations: $64,020. 
Add-on bills: $60,178. 
Remaining: $7,840.

37. Jennifer Gerber: 2505 
E 600 N, Huntington, 
IN 46750 (sgerber@
edgemanufacturing.com) 
Condition: hysterectomy. Total 
bills: $14,757. Donations: 
$4,097. Discounts: $45. 
Remaining: $10,615.

38. Michaela Glafke: 
1311 Richards St., Apt. 
B, Lafayette, IN 47904 
Condition: endometriosis 
surgery. Total bills: $29,007. 
Donations: $13,790. 
Remaining: $15,217.

39. Joel Goodwin: 11799 
Irish Ave. N, Stillwater, 
MN 55082 Condition: heart 
device replacement. Total bills: 
$25,428. 

40. William Hankins: PO Box 
3261, Seward, AK 99664 
(inalaska73@hotmail.com) 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $11,699. Donations: 
$7,250. Add-on bills: $2,297. 
Remaining: $6,746.

41. Sherry Hatcher: 918 
Bentle Branch Ln., Cedar 
Hill, TX 75104 (shcedarhill@
aol.com) Condition: spinal 
fusion surgery. Total bills: 
$56,781. Donations: $33,311. 
Remaining: $23,470. 

42. Julie Heaston: 4128 West 
300 S, Huntington, IN 46750 
Condition: bone cancer. Total 
bills: $11,582. Donations: 
$13,821. Add-on bills: $9,792. 
Remaining: $7,553.

43. Barbara Jo Jackson: 634 
East 920 North, Orem, UT 
84097 (kermjack@gmail.
com) Condition: colon cancer. 
Total bills: $14,505. Donations: 
$15,364. Add-on bills: $7,951. 
Remaining: $7,092.

44. Gilbert Kassing: 3907 
Farmingdale Dr., Arlington, 
TX 76001 (gibkassing@
yahoo.com) Condition: heart 
attack/triple bypass surgery. 
Total bills: $77,722. Donations: 
$71,295. Discounts: $1,300. 
Remaining: $5,127.

45. Timothy Kennedy: 5808 
S. Bonarden Ln., Tempe, AZ 
85283 Condition: partial knee 
replacement. Total bills: $6,322. 
Donations: $891. Remaining: 
$5,431. 

46. Denise K. Larson: 12935 
Fawns Ridge, Fishers, 
IN 46038 Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: 
$26,896. 

47. Jeung S. Lee: 46 Freeman 
Ln., Buena Park, CA 90621 

January 2018 
Who can give?
All readers are 
invited to give to 
Prayer Page needs 
(above regular 
monthly gifts) as 
they feel led.

All giving is 
voluntary; there is no 
obligation to give to 
Prayer Page needs 
to remain a CHM 
member.

How much 
should I give?
Give however much 
you feel led to give. 

See the “Giving 
Guide” (chministries.
org/givingguide) for 
suggestions.

How do I send 
my gift?
You can send 
financial gifts to the 
CHM office and they 
will be forwarded 
to the recipient you 
choose. Gifts sent in 
this manner are tax 
deductible.

Please make your 
check out to CHM 
and write “Prayer 
Page” and the name 
of the gift recipient 
in the memo line. 
We will deposit your 
check and generate 
another check to 
send to the recipient 
of your choice. We 
will forward any card 
or encouraging note 
that you include, 
or you can send 
it directly to the 
recipient.

Continued on  
the page 9 sidebar
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him up...The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective...James 5:15a, 16b

Condition: female problems. 
Total bills: $17,347. Donations: 
$2,445. Remaining: $14,902. 

48. Keng Fun Lee: 3328 
Shepperton Blvd., 
Indianapolis, IN 46228 
(pslee2@hotmail.com) 
Condition: degenerative disc 
disease. Total bills: $34,007.  
Donations: $58,342. Add-on 
bills: $31,426. Remaining: 
$7,091. 

49. Thelma Lehman: 2110 E 
Cumberland St., Lebanon, PA 
17042 (sntlehman@yahoo.
com) Condition: osteoarthritis/
hip replacement. Total bills: 
$6,044. Donations: $23,951. 
Discounts: $7,737. Add-on 
bills: $33,261. Remaining: 
$7,617.

50. Kendis Lescher: 2554 Elden 
Ave. Unit B101, Costa Mesa, 
CA 92627 Condition: carpal 
tunnel syndrome. Total bills: 
$6,810. 

51. Dave Lester: 5900 Hwy 
67, #X3, Alvarado, TX 
76009  Condition: high blood 
pressure. Total bills: $2,453. 
Donations: $708. Add-on bills: 
$339. Remaining: $2,084. 

52. Keelly Marin: 7194 White 
Hawk Lane, Nampa, ID 83686 
Condition: hysterectomy. Total 
bills: $28,970. 

53. Dwight Martin: 1261 
Clyde School Rd., McBee, 
SC 29101 Condition: heart 
condition. Total bills: $125,000. 
Donations: $73,150. 
Remaining: $51,580.

54. Glen May: 2475 490th 
St., Stacyville, IA 50476 
Condition: back surgery. Total 
bills: $2,629.  Donations: 
$13,858. Add-on bills: 
$26,085. Remaining: $14,856. 

55. Benjamin & Michelle 
McGonigle: 38626 N 19 Way, 
Phoenix, AZ 85086 Condition: 
The McGonigles’ young 
daughter, Bella, has a heart 

condition. Total bills: $4,537. 
Donations: $8,796. Add-on 
bills: $11,364. Remaining: 
$7,105. 

56. Ann McGuire: 6500 Camp 
Bowie Blvd., Ste. E, Fort 
Worth, TX 76116 (ccam369@
gmail.com) Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: $3,227. 
Donations: $24,185. Add-on 
bills: $36,209. Remaining: 
$15,251.

57. Marlena Merritt: 2828 
Old Hickory Blvd., Apt. 
2619, Nashville, TN 37221 
Condition: hysterectomy. Total 
bills: $21,568. Donations: 
$6,051. Remaining: $15,517.

58. Scott Mikesell: 2202 
Sequoia Dr., Clearwater, 
FL 33763 (mkmikesell@
gmail.com) Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: 
$23,505. Donations: $15,316. 
Remaining: $8,189.

59. Gary Miles: 1440 Westview 
Cir., Lynden, WA 98264 
(grmiles@comcast.net) 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $32,051. Donations: 
$79,963. Add-on bills: 
$60,941. Remaining: $13,029.

60. Emma Miller: 5955 
B Stroups Hickox Rd., 
Bristolville, OH 44402 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $15,900. 

61. Mark Miller: 15390 
Louisville St NE, Homeworth, 
OH 44634 Condition: Mark’s 
wife, Faith, passed away after 
a battle with brain cancer. 
Total bills: $38,345. Donations: 
$64,621. Discounts: $16,112. 
Add-on bills: $55,904. 
Remaining: $13,516.

62. Thomas Mills: 3425 White 
Oaks Dr., Abilene, TX 79606 
Condition: myelodysplasia 
(blood condition). Total bills: 
$26,849. Donations: $56,285. 
Add-on bills: $66,879. 
Remaining: $37,443.

63. Mickey Mitchell: 5722 Will 
Wheeler Rd., Murrayville, 
GA 30564 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: 
$22,151. Donations: $3,122. 
Remaining: $19,029. 

64. Rita Mitchell: 906 28th 
St. SW, Hickory, NC 28602 
Condition: heart procedure. 
Total bills: $5,247. 

65. Lupe Molsbee: 1102 FM 
1759, Nocona, TX 76255 
Condition: torn meniscus. Total 
bills: $6,077. 

66. Andrew Mora: PO Box 
8274, South Lake Tahoe, 
CA 96158 Condition: 
torn meniscus. Total bills: 
$11,024. Donations: $4,314. 
Remaining: $6,710.

67. Kari Moreton: 213 E. 17th, 
Larned, KS 67550 Condition: 
gastrointestinal problems. 
Total bills: $6,822. Donations: 
$962. Remaining: $5,860. 

68. Joseph Mozley: PO Box 
144, Hittervale, MN 56552 
(alliejo09@gmail.com) 
Condition: diverticulitis. Total 
bills: $4,430. Donations: 
$40,442. Add-on bills: 
$41,653. Remaining: $5,641.

69. Vincent Mullins: 6 Oak Bluff 
Dr., Cross Roads, TX 76227 
(vince@therapyseminarsllc.
com) Condition: sciatic nerve 
injury. Total bills: $39,209. 
Donations: $21,207. 
Remaining: $18,002.

70. Lynette Nelson: 18435 
42nd St., New Germany, MN 
55367 Condition: brain cancer. 
Total bills: $52,720. Donations: 
$40,521. Remaining: $12,199.

71. Randall Neubauer: 7136 
Tannery Rd. #26, Two Rivers, 
WI 54241 Condition: spinal 
surgery. Total bills: $75,456. 
Donations: $67,855. Add-
on bills: $440. Remaining: 
$8,041.

72. Linda Overholt: PO Box 
134, Amanda, OH 43102 
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How do I use 
the Giving 
Guide?
In the Giving Guide 
(chministries.org/
givingguide), find the 
range of membership 
numbers in which 
your number falls. You 
can send a gift to the 
need number that 
corresponds to your 
member number.

For example, if your 
number is 140000, you 
can send to need #79.

These directions are 
only suggestions; if 
you are not a CHM 
member or feel led by 
the Lord to give to a 
need other than the 
one suggested, please 
do so!

How do I 
send my gift? 
(Continued 
from the page 8 
sidebar)

Please send your 
gift to:

Christian  
Healthcare  
Ministries

Attn: Gift Processing

127 Hazelwood Ave.

Barberton, OH 44203

Any gifts designated 
for a person not on 
the Prayer Page will be 
forwarded to another 
recipient. 

If you wish to donate 
to Prayer Page needs 
using your credit card 
or bank account, please 
call the CHM Member 
Assistance department 
at 1-800-791-6225, ext. 
5993. Donations can 
be made online via the 
CHM Member Portal 
at chministries.org/
members.
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Members “indebted” to fellow believers for sharing 
young son’s surgery costs Almost $100,000 reimbursed through 
Prayer Page voluntary giving by Josh Hollinger, Denver, Pa.

Our youngest son, 
Craig, was born in 
March 2012 with 
a hole in his heart. 
My wife, Carla, 
had a normal 
pregnancy and 
we had no idea 
anything was 
wrong until a 
newborn check-
up just before 
leaving the birth 
center.

At birth Craig’s 
heart was 
slightly enlarged 
from being 
overworked. Of 
course, we were 
surprised and 
even shocked. It 

was incredibly difficult to hand over our 
tiny baby to the surgical team and wait 
eight hours during the procedure.

The surgery was successful and Craig 
healed quickly. A second shock was the 
price tag: $190,000! By God’s grace, we 
received a 66 percent discount for being 
self-pay patients and family and friends 
donated the remaining $65,000 we 
needed to pay the bill.

In the meantime we learned about 
Christian Healthcare Ministries and joined 
at the Silver level in June 2013.

When Craig was three years old we 
learned he needed a second surgery to 
reconstruct his pulmonary heart valve 
and the surrounding tissue. This time he 
was more aware of what would happen 
so he experienced some anxiety. He 
was encouraged by the presence of his 
beloved puppy, Cocoa, who remains an 

inseparable companion to this 
day. 

It was a frightening night because the 
surgeons said they were having trouble 
stopping the bleeding in Craig’s heart. 
Thankfully, God gave my mother the right 
words, which I’ll never forget: “If God 
knows the number of hairs on our head 
and sees every sparrow that falls,” she 
said, “isn’t Craig even more valuable in His 
sight?”

We were once again blessed by skilled 
surgeons and a good outcome. There was 
still concern, however, about how the bills 
would be paid.

Craig’s heart condition was considered 
pre-existing because it predated our CHM 
join date. However, we had for years said 
we trusted God to meet all our needs, so 
this was a perfect opportunity to once 
again put our faith into practice.

This time the surgery cost was about 
$150,000. We were offered a 35 percent 
discount if we paid the bills within 90 
days, so we decided to take out a loan for 
the remaining balance of $97,995. 

Craig was listed in the CHM monthly 
newsletter’s Prayer Page and we soon 
received an enormous number of letters, 
cards and emails. It was very encouraging 
to hear from CHM members who were 
praying for us.

We were worried about how we would 
repay the loan, but God was faithful. The 
CHM community 
chipped in and 
we paid off the 
remaining balance—
all through their 
voluntary Prayer 
Page donations. The 
experience brought 
a deepening of our 
faith that God is in 
complete control.

Today Craig is a very active five-year-old 
who doesn’t look like he’s been sick a day 
in his life. In fact, he tries to do everything 
his nine-year-old sister does! We anticipate 
he’ll have a normal and healthy childhood.

We often recommend CHM to others and 
our only “debt” now is to our Christian 
brothers and sisters who stepped in to 
help during our time of need. It’s one that 
we actually look forward to repaying.

We were worried 
about how we would 
repay the loan, but 
God was faithful. The 
CHM community 
chipped in and we 
were able to pay 
off the remaining 
balance—all through 
their voluntary 
Prayer Page 
donations.

January 2018 

10



Condition: knee replacement. Total 
bills: $47,065. Donations: $44,903. 
Add-on bills: $4,539. Remaining: 
$6,701.

73. Randall Overman: 8332 West 
750 South, Knightstown, IN 46148 
Condition: knee replacement. Total 
bills: $20,716. Donations: $7,954. 
Remaining: $12,762.

74. Gerry Parker: 3875 Hwy 114, 
Deaver, WY 82421 Condition: heart 
attack and surgery. Total bills: $61,860. 
Donations: $46,937. Discounts: 
$55,794. Add-on bills: $68,931. 
Remaining: $28,060.

75. Susan Perry: 18018 Hayes St., 
Detroit, MI 48205  Condition: lupus 
complications. Total bills: $2,552. 
Donations: $360. Remaining: $2,192. 

76. Brenda Pruett: 830 Strout Ave., 
Albany, GA 31705  Condition: surgery 
for recurring abdominal and umbilical 
hernias. Total bills: $32,216. Donations: 
$4,541. Remaining: $27,675. 

77. Samantha Purser: 6566 Dirassy 
Dr., Herriman, UT 84096 Condition: 
endometriosis. Total bills: $8,455. 

78. Robert Recker: 700 Crossbow #101, 
Green River, WY 82935 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $27,607. 
Donations: $15,246. Add-on bills: 
$1,713. Remaining: $14,074.

79. Lonnie Richardson: 5797 W. 37th 
St., Louisburg, KS 66053 Condition: 
colon removal/ileostomy. Total 
bills: $45,068. Donations: $39,711. 
Remaining: $5,357.

80. Ronald Richey: 4516 Miami Dr., 
Plano, TX 75093 (ron.richey322@
gmail.com) Condition: heart disease. 
Total bills: $23,724. Donations: $6,518. 
Remaining: $17,206.

81. Kim Riddle: 1753 Red Bird Circle, 
Concord, NC 28025 Condition: 
cervical prolapse. Total bills: $17,439. 
Donations: $11,275. Remaining: 
$6,164. 

82. Bruce Robinson: 3012 Marsh 
Island Dr., Myrtle Beach, SC 29579 
Condition: disease of the esophagus. 
Total bills: $12,463. Donations: $4,624. 
Discounts: $553. Remaining: $7,286.

83. Kara Robinson: 178889 N 2910 Rd., 

Duncan, OK 73533 (randyandkara@
gmail.com) Condition: endometriosis. 
Total bills: $6,354. Donations: $3,048. 
Add-on bills: $11,563. Remaining: 
$14,869.

84. Julie Ruf: 10813 147th Ave., 
Bloomer, WI 54724 Condition: non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Total bills: 
$66,932. Donations: $19,665. Add-on 
bills: $8,068. Remaining: $55,335. 

85. Olga Ryzhichenko: 36110 10th 
Court St., Federal Way, WA 98023 
Condition: female condition. Total 
bills: $12,337. Donations: $1,739. 
Remaining: $10,598. 

86. Jim Sauder: 1280 Fairway Dr., 
Boone, NC 28607 Condition: knee 
revision surgery. Total bills: $63,514. 
Donations: $50,166. Discounts: 
$3,372.  Add-on bills: $2,169. 
Remaining: $12,145. 

87. Crystal Shaffer: 979 Shade Rd., 
McAlisterville, PA 17049 Condition: 
melanoma. Total bills: $60,558. 
Donations: $60,312. Add-on bills: 
$15,783. Remaining: $16,029.

88. Gerald Sheridan: 1415 Cobb Ranch 
Rd., Paris, TX 75462 Condition: 
spinal stenosis. Total bills: $37,755. 
Donations: $35,653. Add-on bills: 
$5,371.Remaining: $7,473.

89. John Shetler: 7910 Harrison Rd., 
Fredericksburg, OH 44627 Condition: 
stents for heart condition. Total 
bills: $24,593. Donations: $9,652. 
Remaining: $14,941.

90. Eli Shrock: 24 W Coleman Rd., 
Farwell, MI 48622 Condition: heart 
condition/procedure. Total bills: 
$41,481. Donations: $29,566. Add-on 
bills: $1,069. Remaining: $12,984. 

91. Karen Shrock: 16837 N SR 1, 
Spencerville, IN 46788  Condition: 
diabetes. Total bills: $9,936. Donations: 
$1,267. Add-on bills: $1,387. 
Remaining: $10,056. 

92. Tracy Simmer: 275 Oak Valley Dr., 
Simpsonville, SC 29681 Condition: 
esophageal spasms/difficulty 
swallowing. Total bills: $2,607. 

93. Todd Simon: PO Box 523, Brush, 
CO 80723 (toddsimon0@gmail.com)  
Condition: hip replacement. Total bills: 

$94,465. Donations: $91,182. Add-on 
bills: $82,743. Remaining: $86,026.

94. Jason Smith: 1061 Morningside 
Rd., Seymour, MO 65746 Condition: 
osteoarthritis. Total bills: $30,281. 

95. Jessica Stec: 571 Hollibaugh Rd., 
Marsland, NE 69354 Condition: 
Crohn’s disease. Total bills: $64,008. 
Donations: $44,111. Add-on bills: 
$1,423. Remaining: $21,320.

96. Reid Stranberg: 14085 Dunn Rd., 
Buffalo, SD 57720 Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: $13,062. 

97. Clayton Strong: 945 W Fanning Dr., 
Anthony, KS 67003 Condition: double 
knee replacement. Total bills: $2,153. 

98. Virgil Stutzman: 59573 White 
Temple Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 
(thevirg55@gmail.com) Condition: 
double knee replacement. Total 
bills: $27,513. Donations: $21,077. 
Remaining: $6,436.

99. Kenny Sumpter: 4241 S San 
Pedro Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ 85650 
Condition: follow-up cancer treatment. 
Total bills: $15,328. Donations: $6,101. 
Remaining: $9,227. 

100. Tom Allen Sutphin: 100 Hickory 
Ln., Meadows of Dan, VA 24120 
(gobblerslayer@wyoming.com) 
Condition: deviated septum surgery. 
Total bills: $8,884. Donations: $3,485. 
Remaining: $5,399.

101. Jeffrey Switalski: 128 
Goodman Cir., Concord, NC 28025 
(joyswitalski@yahoo.com) Condition: 
double knee replacement. Total 
bills: $8,983. Donations: $3,843. 
Remaining: $5,140.

102. Charles Tracy: 915 Swilling Rd., 
Eastanollee, GA 30538 Condition: 
heart condition. Total bills: $43,084. 
Donations: $29,197. Remaining: 
13,887.

103. Ruth Villarreal: 310 Turner St., 
Brush, CO 80723 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: $12,336. 
Donations: $7,457. Add-on bills: 
$644. Remaining: $5,523.

104. Doreen Wagenaar: 7616 W Rio 
Rd., Lincoln, NE 68505 
(doreenw1@juno.com) 
Condition: osteoarthritis. Total 
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bills: $13,626. Donations: $6,325. 
Remaining: $7,301.

105.William Walsh: 2687 NC Hwy.,
Lenoir, NC 28645 Condition: heart
blockages. Total bills: $14,710.
Donations: $21,558. Add-on bills: 
$21,554. Remaining: $14,706.

106. Kathryn Wampler: PO Box
136817, Fort Worth, TX 76136
Condition: hysterectomy. Total bills:
$10,615.

107. Milton Watson: 312 Brushy Creek
Trail, Coppell, TX 75019 Condition:
heart condition. Total bills: $17,057.
Donations: $4,823. Remaining: 
$12,234.

108. Melinda Whelan: 11595 St. Rt.
88, Garrettsville, OH 44231 (klavon.
melinda@gmail.com) Condition:
hip pain/surgery. Total bills: $19,249.
Donations: $9,120. Add-on bills: $55. 
Remaining: $10,184.

109. Leslie Whitehead: 2278 Regent
Way #2, Castro Valley, CA 94546
Condition: gallstones. Total bills:
$33,151.

110. Brian & Julie Whittington: 541 N
Minton Rd., Wilkesboro, NC 28697
Condition: The Whittingtons’ young 
daughter, Ava, underwent bladder
repair surgery. Total bills: $6,185.
Donations: $872. Remaining: $5,313.

111. Loyal Wiens: PO Box 20728,

Mesa, AZ 85277 Condition: bowel 
obstruction. Total bills: $65,359. 
Donations: $51,755. Remaining: 
$13,604. 

112. Stacey Wilgocki: 32845 US Hwy 
30, Columbus, NE 68601 Condition: 
endometriosis/female problems. Total 
bills: $11,842. Donations: $9,320. 
Add-on bills: $8,394. Remaining:
$10,916.

113. Merlin Wipf: 507 Illinois Ave NW, 
Huron, SD 57350 (judyjanelwipf@ 
hotmail.com) Condition: cancer. Total 
bills: $110,000. Donations: $80,461. 
Add-on bills: $211. Remaining: 
$29,750.

114. Kenneth Woodhouse: 11
N253 Romeo Dr., Elgin, IL 60124 
Condition:heart procedure. Total bills:
$8,448.

115. Joy Wright: 6249 Highland Green 
Dr., Medina, OH 44256 Condition: 
leukemia. Total bills: $3,731.

116. Jerrill Wyler: 1279 SW Patricia 
Ave., Port St. Lucie, FL  34953
(jerrill@live.com) Condition: heart 
procedure. Total bills: $16,326. 
Donations: $6,683. Remaining: 
$9,643.

117. Penelopa Yeoman: 443 Crystal 
Dr., Marion, OH 43302 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $16,325. 
Donations: $38,505. Add-on bills:  

$38,410. Remaining: $16,230. 
118. Carolyn Yoder: 10725 W 250 N,

Shipshewana, IN 46565 Condition:
knee surgery. Total bills: $13,834.
Donations: $6,939. Remaining: 
$6,895.

119. Fannie Yoder: 5461 Lawrence
1025, La Russell, MO 64848
Condition: stroke. Total bills: $37,498.
Donations: $24,217. Remaining:
$13,281.

120. Robert Ziglar: 325 Deerwood
Dr., Macon, GA 31220 (ziglars7@
bellsouth.net) Condition: abdominal
aortic aneurysm repair. Total bills:
$45,535. Donations: $45,786. Add-on 
bills: $12,791. Remaining: $12,540.

121. Linda Zimmerman: 237 W
Burkholder Dr., Lititz, PA 17543
Condition: knee replacement. Total
bills: $18,200. Donations: $11,580. 
Remaining: $6,620.

122. Julie Zweber: 13405 Vandiver Dr.,
Oklahoma City, OK 73142 Condition:
knee replacement. Total bills: $24,090.
Donations: $11,087. Add-on bills:
$626. Remaining: $13,629.

bill and the office manager gave me my 
itemized bill to submit to CHM.

Unfortunately, the local hospital was 
less willing to provide itemized bills and 
wouldn’t offer a self-pay discount, so 
CHM’s Member Advocate team helped 
me and worked with them. CHM’s staff 
advised me to submit the bills I had been 
given and to focus on my healing. The 
staff’s calm and caring manner was a true 
blessing.

In the end, CHM negotiated a 40 percent 
discount with our hospital and I received 

the funds to pay my providers the balance 
within the 120-day sharing timeframe.

I’m still amazed and overwhelmed at all 
CHM does for its members. God once 
again revealed His constant faithfulness 
and attention to detail. Though I had a 
few days of uncertainty when the hospital 
wouldn’t offer a discount, CHM was 
supportive and proactive in resolving any 
issues.

As a healthy 62-year-old, medical 
problems were the last thing on my mind. 
However, the Lord had other plans for me 

and, as a result, my trust in Him grew. He 
provided perfectly for all my needs when I 
surrendered all of my life to Him.

I’m filled with a deep sense of gratitude 
for CHM’s support and sharing programs. 
That’s a huge step for this retired nurse 
who was accustomed to the “normal” 
way to meet healthcare costs. I now have 
peace of mind about my decision to join 
the ministry. As I refer friends, I share with 
them my personal testimony of God’s 
provision through Christian Healthcare 
Ministries. Thank you, CHM staff and 
members!

*Editor’s note: The CHM Needs Processing Forms are available at chministries.org/needsforms.

“Diel testimony,” continued from page 6
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Meet your CHM staff: Parker Lipscomb and Melody 
Beaver
Parker Lipscomb has joined CHM’s 
Member Reimbursement department, 
where he audits medical bills and 
performs the final steps for health cost 
sharing. Melody Beaver serves as Director 
of First Impressions, answering 
switchboard phone calls and welcoming 
guests to the CHM offices.

Parker 
Lipscomb

How would 
friends describe 
you? One thing 
most people say 
is, “Wow, you’re 

tall!” Also, friends say I’m funny, smart and 
caring.

How did you become a Christian? I grew 
up in a small family that didn’t attend 
church or pray at the dinner table. While 
a student at Kent State University in 
northeast Ohio, a series of events left me 
broken and depressed. I began the great 
search to “find myself” and establish who 
I wanted to become. Though I’d grown up 
without God as an active part of my life, I 
decided I was going to be a man of faith 
and leave my burdens in God’s hands. 

A family friend invited me to an Easter 
church service in 2015 and I felt as though 
the pastor was speaking directly to me. 

His messages resonated with me week 
after week. I hesitated, though, to become 
saved and especially to walk down to the 
altar in front of the whole congregation. 
Instead, my friend and I walked down 
after the service. I asked for God’s sweet 
salvation and that He would come into 
my heart. Shortly after, I was baptized and 
even joined the worship team.

What does true leadership mean to you? 
A leader is someone who respects those 
they lead and recognizes that they’re no 
better than those over whom they have 
authority. Whether the leader is a CEO 
who makes the “big decisions” or a janitor 
who cleans bathrooms, we are all equally 

Reminder: How to get the most from your CHMRx 
prescription savings card(s) By Nancy Coveleskie, CHMRx

Editor’s note: The CHMRx prescription savings cards are offered through a third party, not CHM. Therefore, CHM staff will be unable to assist 
you with most prescription-related questions. For help or a replacement card (whether the most recent card or the prior version), please contact 
the CHMRx staff via chmrx.com/contact or jenni@chmrx.org. Members who call CHMRx Member Services (877-403-8233) will need to leave a 
message; your call will be returned promptly.

CHM members now have two savings 
cards available to help reduce the cost of 
prescription medications. Both are called 
the CHMRx prescription savings card. One 
is a more recent version than the other, 
but both cards can be used to save on 
prescription costs.

In general, the new card offers members 
greater savings and works better for 
certain prescriptions. However, the 
previous card may get better discounts 
on other types of medications. The reason 
we introduced a newer version—and 
why we encourage members to try both 
of them—is to reduce costs for as many 
members as possible. Retail pharmacy 
pricing also varies geographically, thus 
another reason for offering both versions 
of the card. (If you have both cards, please 
keep them.)

One of the best ways to ensure proper 
pricing that accurately reflects the CHMRx 
website (chmrx.com) is to use mid-sized 
chain stores or independent pharmacies. 
Regional grocery store pharmacies 
also typically charge fair prices for their 
medications. Their staff are often willing to 
spend time to make sure you get the best 
discount.

If your pharmacist has difficulty running 
either version of the CHMRx card through 
their computer system, ask them to call 
the Pharmacy Help Desk number on 
your card. (Please don’t call this number 
yourself.)

We encourage you to share this 
information with family and friends. They 
can request a card from our website and 
we’ll include a CHM flyer in their mailed 
packet. Though there’s no obligation to 

join Christian Healthcare Ministries to 
use CHMRx cards or services, please 
encourage friends and family to put your 
name and membership number on their 
application if they decide to sign up for 
CHM. That’s the only way to make sure you 
receive referral credit.

We look forward to making improvements 
to the CHMRx program in 2018, so please 
be sure to regularly visit chmrx.
com and read your Heartfelt 
newsletter for updates.

See “Meet your staff,” page 17
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CHM for newbies (part 1): “I’ve joined CHM, now what?”
Now that you’ve submitted your 
application to join Christian Healthcare 
Ministries, here are questions and answers 
to help you know what to expect and 
steps you can take to make your CHM 
experience even better.

Q: How long 
will it take 

for my application 
to be processed and 
approved?

A: If your application is complete, 
your membership will begin the 

day our staff receives your application 
online or on the postmark date of your 
mailed application (unless you have 
specified a future start date). CHM has 
no waiting period; however, if you 
have a pre-existing condition, please 
be sure to review our pre-existing 
conditions policy at chministries.org/
preexistingconditions. 

Q: Will you send me 
any proof of my 

membership?

A: Yes. You’ll receive a new member 
welcome packet in the mail. The 

packet will contain your membership 
card(s), a copy of the CHM Guidelines and 
forms that you can fill out and submit if 
necessary. Also included is a Checklist 
of Understanding (COU), which must be 
completed and sent to CHM before we 
can share your medical needs. This is an 
important document. Since CHM is not 
insurance, the COU attests that you clearly 
understand the difference between 
voluntary health cost-sharing and health 
insurance. 

While you wait for your member welcome 
packet to arrive, you can access a digital 

welcome packet (including a 

temporary membership card) by visiting 
chministries.org/newtochm. 

Q: When will I 
receive my first 

billing statement?

A: All members receive the Member 
Gift Form billing statement at the 

same time—usually around the 15th of 
the month. For example, you will receive 
your February statement in mid-January. 
The tear-off portion of the statement 
reflects the amount due or, if you have 
signed up for automatic credit card 
charge or CheckEase direct bank account 
withdrawal, the statement reflects a 
charge or withdrawal on the date you 
selected. Please carefully read the letter 
on the reverse side of the statement; each 
month it contains important information 
about CHM membership.

Q: Is there anything 
else I should 

know or need to do 
about my membership?

A: Although no further action is 
required, here are some things we 

highly recommend:

• Read the newsletter. You will receive 
Heartfelt, the CHM newsletter, at the 
beginning of each month. Please read 
it carefully; Heartfelt contains helpful 
information about being a member, 
ministry news, member testimonies, 
advice for healthy living and more. You 
can receive our e-newsletter in lieu of 
the printed version by signing up for it at 
chministries.org/newsletter. 

• Visit our website. You can view the CHM 
Guidelines, make one-time financial 
contributions, complete the COU form 
or learn how to use the internet to 
bring a friend into CHM by visiting the 
online Member Portal at chministries.

org/members. 
(When 
registering for 
a free Member 
Portal account, 
your portal 
access code 
can be found 
under your CHM 
member number 
on the monthly 
Member Gift 
Form billing 
statement.)

• Make sure you’re on the right 
program. There are a number of 
differences between our Gold, Silver 
and Bronze programs. The Gold level 
offers considerably more services. Please 
check the level for each person in your 
membership and make sure it’s the right 
one. To learn more, visit chministries.
org/programs or view CHM Guideline 
G by visiting the online Member Portal 
(see above).

• Sign up for Brother’s Keeper. Brother’s 
Keeper is CHM’s low-cost program for 
catastrophic medical bills exceeding 
$125,000 per illness. If you didn’t sign 
up for Brother’s Keeper when you first 
applied for CHM membership, you 
can do so at any time by using the 
application in your welcome packet or 
by calling 1-800-791-6225, ext. 5993. For 
medical bills to be eligible for sharing, 
it’s important to join Brother’s Keeper 
before catastrophic illness strikes.

• Take note of the other forms in your 
welcome packet. In addition to the 
COU, the welcome packet contains a 
copy of all of the forms you need in 
order to submit medical bills to CHM, a 
form for enrolling in CheckEase (direct 
bank account withdrawal), a form for 
contacting CHM’s medical director and 
an extra member application for you to 
pass along to a friend. These forms are 
available if and when you need them.
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“Heartfelt,” continued from page 2
In this case it is a smooth pattern that 
looks like gently rolling hills. Harmonious 
heart rhythms, which reflect positive 
emotions, are considered to be indicators 
of cardiovascular efficiency and nervous 
system balance.”

Everyone knows the connection between 
the heart and mind even if they’ve never 
researched it scientifically. It’s because 
we’ve all felt it. 

A friend has described to me the pain he 
felt when his girlfriend broke up with him 
while he was in U.S. Army basic training. 

“After the ‘Dear John’ phone call I went 
back to my barracks, sat down on my 
bunk, and reached up with my right hand 
to put it over my chest,” he said. “I was 

having trouble understanding how it was 
possible to experience such pain without 
being physically injured.”

When they reunited three months later, 
he adds, “It was a feeling as if a weight 
on my chest had disappeared; I felt like 
I could breathe again. As painful as the 
feelings were earlier, I felt as if my heart 
was soaring. (Note: They were married, 
and remain so, happily). 

His emotions were heartfelt in both 
circumstances, which brings us back to 
the newsletter’s new name. 

Our communications team has thought 
for some time that always referring to 
our publication as “the CHM monthly 
newsletter” left a lot to be desired. It 

doesn’t convey who we are, what we are, 
or why we do what we do. 

We’re a ministry of people who want very 
much to glorify God in a practical way 
by serving His people. It’s because the 
ministry has a beating heart, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It’s His spirit we feel, His 
commandments we seek to carry out.  

And so we introduce to you your 
newsletter, Heartfelt, which actually 
conveys two messages: what we do is 
heartfelt by everyone here who works 
for you, and your participation in CHM—
helping fellow Christians as they help 
you—is heartfelt as well. 

That’s what’s on, and in, my heart. God 
bless you and Happy New Year!

bills. That’s fair and comparable to what 
insurance companies pay hospitals.”

Ryan McGraw, CHM Vice President of 
Administration, said staying true to the 
ministry’s mission also helps keep costs 
down. “CHM doesn’t have a preferred 
provider network; we encourage selective 
shopping and cost comparisons of both 
major and incidental types of health 
expenses,” he said. “This is ‘free-market 
healthcare.’ Patients are ultimately in 
control of where, when and how they 
receive treatment.”

The 2008 increase was minimal: CHM’s 
best program (Gold) went from $135 to 
$150 per membership unit, per month. 
Prior to 2008, gift amounts hadn’t been 
raised since Jan. 1, 2000. 

Russell also said that members’ financial 
gifts are never increased based on health 
history or a medical event. 

He confirmed that at this time no future 
increases are planned. “We give God all 
the glory, honor and praise.”

*  U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer 
Price Index for All Urban Consumers: 
Medical Care [CPIMEDSL], retrieved 
from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. 
Louis; https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/
CPIMEDSL, November 2, 2017. Also 
retrieved from https://www.bls.gov/
opub/ted/2016/medical-care-prices-
rise-4-percent-over-the-year-ending-
november-2016.htm, November 2, 2017.

was always the first one to point out that 
God’s hand was at work and looked past 
his own circumstances to encourage our 
children in their struggles. He saw the 
dark valley of cancer as an opportunity 
to tell the hundreds of medical personnel 
he encountered what God was doing in 
his life, no matter how bad his day had 
been. Doctors, nurses and technicians all 
witnessed God’s love and mercy in John—
delivered along with a smile. Though not 
perfect, he was the embodiment of Micah 
6:8:

He has told you, O man, what is good; and 
what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God?”

Thus far I’ve received nearly $117,000 in 
discounts on John’s medical bills and CHM 
members have shared nearly $65,000. 

There’s no doubt in my mind that the 
enemy has been hard at work attacking 
our family, but I’m even more sure that 
my faith is real and that God will make 
something good come of these trials. 
There are still tears and moments of 
weakness, but I rejoice in knowing 

that John feels no pain—only joy—in 
God’s presence and that many lives 
were touched and changed because 
of him. The Lord is truly near to the 
brokenhearted.

Thank you, CHM friends, for being the 
hands and feet of Jesus to our family.

“Rogers testimony,” continued from page 3

“10 years with no increase,” continued from page 2
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achieving healthier eating habits and a 
healthier weight.

Making a SMART goal (a technique 
developed by Dr. George T. Doran) is 
a step toward success. SMART stands 
for Specific, Measureable, Attainable, 
Realistic, and Timely. Grab a piece of 
paper and write down your goal. Once 
you’re done, make sure you put it 
somewhere visible so you will often be 
reminded about it.

Specific: Think about what you want to 
accomplish. If you want to lose weight, 
how will you do it? Will you exercise? Cut 
out sugary beverages? When will you 
start? Spend some time brainstorming.

Example: Starting tomorrow, I will lose 
10 pounds by walking daily for at least 30 
minutes and by cutting out fast food at 
lunch time. 

Measurable: You’ll be more likely to stick 
with a goal if you can see progress. How 

will you measure 
your goal?  

Example: I will weigh myself twice a week 
to track my weight. I’ll use the timer on my 
phone to track how long I walk. 

Achievable: Is your goal attainable and 
within your reach? Is your goal a small 
goal, yet one that still offers a bit of a 
challenge? When you succeed with a 
small goal it will build your confidence. 
It’ll help you realize that change is 
possible and motivate you toward your 
next goal. 

Example: Losing 10 pounds is a good start 
toward my final goal of losing 100 pounds. I 
can walk 30 minutes daily during my lunch 
break, and if I am walking I won’t be driving 
somewhere to purchase a fast food lunch.

Realistic: Do you have a lot of weight to 
lose? Don’t be overwhelmed. Take a deep 
breath and check your goal against reality. 
Will you really be able to lose 50 pounds 
in a month? Probably not, but that’s 
okay because it’s actually not healthy 
to lose weight that fast. Be honest with 
yourself and set yourself up for success by 
selecting a realistic goal.

Example: Since healthy weight loss is one to 
two pounds per week, I will aim to lose that 
amount per week.

Timely: Set a reasonable timeline of 
when you expect to reach your goal.  If it’s 
time sensitive, you are more likely to stay 
focused and stick to the timeline.

Example: I will lose 10 pounds in the next six 
to seven weeks.

You now have a new tool to build a 
foundation of success in 2018. Your 
foundation—whether weak or strong 
now—will be fortified with simple 
changes and radically strengthened with 
bigger ones. 

Remember that all of life’s journeys 
include unexpected adventures—and 
sometimes failures. Embrace and learn 
from both and your body will thank you. 
Your mind will thank you. Your spirit 
will benefit. By taking action now and 
making a Specific, Measurable, Attainable, 
Realistic, and Timely goal, you’ll pave the 
way to achieve a better future for your 
family.

Editor’s note: Kristen Sherman is a registered dietitian and an international board-certified lactation consultant. She 
also serves as a nutritional consultant for companies launching educational products. Kristen and her husband, Pastor 
Michael Sherman, have been CHM members since Jan. 2017 and reside in Muncie, Ind.

• Finally, consider a symptom log of your 
mood and emotional state. Look for 
cause and effect factors. For a simple 
log, I usually recommend using a scale of 
three, where:

 o Zero: indicates “I feel absolutely great”

 o One: indicates mild symptoms

 o Two: indicates moderate symptoms

 o Three: indicates severe symptoms 
(incapacitating—for depression, this 
may represent an emergency). 

Watch especially for a rough day of 
symptoms after you’ve been doing well. 
When that happens, ask yourself the 
questions, “Why am I feeling this way? 
What happened that changed my mood, 
made me feel discouraged, etc.?” These 
insights can provide clues and keys 

to how you overcome these negative 
emotions. After all, joy is a fruit of the 
Holy Spirit, and depression is its opposite. 
Intuitively, if our mood is depressed, 
we can be assured that the thoughts 
contributing to our negative mood are 
not in harmony with the Holy Spirit. I 
write about this in much more detail in 
the third section of The Word on Health, 
entitled The Spiritual Side of Illness. 

“SMART goal,” continued from page 5

“Depression,” continued from page 4
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Health Q & A with Dr. Michael Jacobson, D.O.  
Perioral dermatitis

Q: I was diagnosed with perioral 
dermatitis approximately five 

years ago. It was on the right side 
of my mouth and beneath my nose. 
The dermatologist I saw ordered an 
antibiotic which cleared it in about two 
days. 

Now it’s back. I researched it and have 
stopped using any lotions in the affected 
areas. I stopped washing with Purpose 
soap, which I’ve used since I was 15 
years old. I wash with water only. I make 
certain that any toothpaste residue is 
not left on the outside of my mouth. The 
area on the right side of my mouth has 
cleared but the spots beneath my nose 
only seem to be getting worse. 

What should I do now? (P.S. The only 
medication I take is Allegra D, when 
necessary for allergies. I am 62 years old.) 

A: You’re doing the right things, and 
it sounds like the condition has 

improved but not resolved. If it resolves 
with an antibiotic cream/salve, then 
great. However, it might require a mild 
steroid (i.e. hydrocortisone 0.5 percent 
over the counter) applied twice daily for 
a few days. Don’t use steroid creams too 
much, though, because they can thin the 
epidermis. 

As to causation, I wonder about some 
sort of food sensitivity. You’re already 
taking an antihistamine for allergies, 

so this seems 
even higher on 
the likelihood 
list. I suggest 
you review my 
Allergy Factsheet 
(available by 
emailing editor@
chministries.org) and consider keeping 
a diet and symptom (rash) log and see 
if you can identify any causal foods or 
factors.  
If you have a health question for Dr. 
Jacobson, CHM Medical Consultant, please 
email it to doc@chministries.org. This 
information is not intended to replace the 
advice of your physician.

important and due the utmost respect. A 
true leader knows this in his heart.

What jobs have you worked? I first got 
a job at a farm down the road from my 
family’s home. I worked a handful of other 
jobs throughout high school and college. 
My dad instilled a strong work ethic in 
me. He’s a roofer and I revere him as the 
hardest worker I know. As a child I heard 
many stories of his early working years. 
He shoveled snow as a kid and made a 
handsome sum of money from his hard 
labor. His tenacity even landed him a 
feature in the local newspaper.

What character trait do you most 
admire? Love. It’s what makes the world 
go ‘round and can heal, mend and make 
someone’s day. Hate is nullified by love. 
Jesus Christ was the embodiment of love 
and I’m so thankful for this truth.

What music is playing in your car right 
now? Luke Bryant. But don’t let the 
country style fool you. I also jam to Glenn 
Miller, Elvis Presley’s gospel songs and 
many other artists. I enjoy all genres of 
music.

Melody Beaver

How did you become a 
Christian? I was raised 
in a Christian home and 
one night during our 
family devotions I asked 
if we could pray for Jesus 
to come into my heart. I 
also asked my dad if we 
could pray that Jesus 
would heal my rare case of rheumatic fever 
and that I would no longer have to go to 
the doctor to receive shots (something I 
regularly had to do even at four years old). 
We prayed, and the next time I went to the 
doctor, there wasn’t a trace of disease. Oh, 
the faith of a child!

What is your favorite movie line? My 
absolute favorite is from Fried Green 
Tomatoes (1991) when Evelyn Couch says, 
“I’m too young to be old and too old to be 
young!”

If given the chance, who would you 
like to be for one day? I would be one of 
my dogs (Darth Vader or Bogie) because 
I think it would be fun to see life through 

their eyes. Plus, 
they’re spoiled.

If you had to eat 
one meal every 
day for the rest 
of your life, what 
would it be? 
Soup, beans and 
cornbread. I’d add 
sides of chow-

chow (North American pickled relish) and 
fried green tomatoes. For dessert I’d have 
pecan pie with whipped cream.

What is one thing you want members 
to know about CHM? It really does work! 
It may involve “reprogramming” your 
thoughts and recognizing that CHM is not 
insurance (it’s health cost sharing), but 
it’s a tried-and-true way for Christians to 
support one another by paying medical 
bills and praying together.

Where would you eventually like to live? 
I’d love to have a home by the ocean with 
a huge wraparound porch so I can spend 
many hours playing with my 
grandbabies.

“Meet your staff,” continued from page 13
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Letters to Christian Healthcare Ministries
Just as the church of Christ is not a building, Christian Healthcare Ministries isn’t an office in Ohio. These letters represent what you who 
participate in CHM are accomplishing for each other and for the cause of Christ. You, through your collective and faith-based sharing and 
support, make this ministry possible. We are privileged to serve you. We are privileged to serve Him.  -Rev. Howard Russell

Dear CHM: 
I want to thank you for the recent letter 
regarding my ability to participate in 
Christian Healthcare Ministries after going 
on Medicare. Your letter came at the right 
time! After telling an insurance agent that 
I needed time to consider my options, I 
was still undecided and sought an answer 
from God. 

Soon after, I received your letter—which 
seemed to be my answer to prayer. I have 
peace that staying with CHM is the way 
to go. I very much like being connected 
with other believers in this way. When I 
ended up in the hospital a few years ago, 
it was a big blessing to know you were 
there for me and that many people were 
praying. All the notes I received from CHM 
members were very encouraging. Thanks 
for all you do!

Blessings to you,

Meriam Fisher 
Paradise, PA

Dear CHM: 
I want to thank you from the depths of 
my heart. CHM has truly been a godsend. 
Even though I wasn’t sure I’d receive help, I 
finally got all the information together and 
sent in my medical bills for sharing—and 
sure enough, they were shared! I’m still 
praising God for His faithfulness and for the 
faithfulness of others. Thank you again and 
God bless you all.

Sincerely,

Sherry Meadows 
Warner Robins, GA

Dear CHM, 
Thank you very much for all that you are 
accomplishing. We are praying that our 
divine Lord Jesus will minister to each one 
of you in a wonderfully unique and life-
changing way.

Sincerely,

Victoria Clow 
Erie, PA

Dear CHM, 
Words cannot express how grateful I am for 
everyone at CHM. I am a widow who last 
year was told my health insurance would 
be canceled. A friend from church told me 
about the ministry and I joined. I’m new 
to CHM and have been pretty healthy, but 
last year both my son and I had to undergo 
surgery. I was so nervous about everything, 
but praise be to God that both of us have 
recovered. I burst into tears when I received 
the money I needed to pay the hospital bills.

Many, many blessings,

Tracy Batte 
Smyrna, TN

Dear CHM,  
Thank you so much for your recent 
outreach to Hurricane Harvey victims. I’d 
been wanting to do something and I was 
so happy to read the email you sent to 
members! Please send my love and prayers 
to our precious brothers and sisters there. 
I’m grateful to be a part of the CHM family. It 
is a blessing to my body, soul and spirit.

Love and peace,

Shirley Lynn Gritta 
Fort Worth, TX

Dear Rev. Russell,  
I wanted to thank you again for sharing past 
bills for my wife’s major medical challenge. 
She continues to be cancer free: two years 
last month! Praise the Lord! We had one little 
scare last month, but the Lord spoke to our 
spirits to pray and claim His healing over our 
lives every day. So, in Jesus’ name we do that 
every morning. 

We have been with CHM almost our entire 
married life and do our best to spread the 
word about the best faith-based sharing 
ministry out there. May you experience 
continued blessings and know you have our 
sincere gratitude.

Until He comes,

Danny & Christy Burd 
Hollister, MO

Dear CHM,  
Thank you so very, very much for the funds 
we received from you for my husband’s ear 
cancer surgery. You were a tremendous help 
in sharing our medical bills.

God bless you,

Roger & Evelyn Yerton 
Hopkinsville, KY

Dear CHM,  
Thank you for your help during my time of 
need. My father passed away in April and the 
stress of his death brought on back pain and 
severe, debilitating sciatica pain. I’m thankful 
to be almost fully recovered now, and I am 
thankful for this ministry.

Sincerely,

Susanne Carr 
Magalia, CA

Dear CHM,  
I just want to say thanks for doing such 
a good job running this ministry. It’s 
encouraging to know that Christians across 
the country are praying for each other. God 
is at work, and we trust in His plan for our 
lives. Again, many thanks.

Sincerely,

Lonny & Karolyn Anderson 
Manhattan, MT

Dear CHM,  
My family and I are so thankful and blessed 
to be part of such an amazing ministry. 
Thank you to all of the people who made 
it possible to afford healthcare and to 
welcome our beautiful, healthy baby girl 
into the world without a financial burden!

Sincerely,

Blair McGuire 
Beckville, TX 

January 2018 

18



CHM legal notices
Christian Healthcare Ministries (hereinafter “CHM”), a not-for-profit religious organization, is not an insurance company. No ministry operations or publications are offered 
through or operated by an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any 
CHM member chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be entirely voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. 
Whether you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and whether CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for Florida Residents: A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free, 
within the state of Florida. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State of Florida. 1-800-435-7352 Our Florida registration number is 
CH3543. CHM has not retained any professional solicitors or professional fundraising consultants and 100% of each contribution is received by our organization.
Especially for Kentucky Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by an insurance company and they 
are not offered through an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether 
any member chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether you 
receive any gifts for medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for Maryland Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance 
company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. No other member will be compelled to contribute 
toward the cost of your medical bills. Therefore, CHM should never be considered a substitute for an insurance policy. This activity is not regulated by the Maryland Insurance 
Administration, and your liabilities are not covered by the Maryland Life and Health Guarantee Fund. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and 
whether or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for Oklahoma Residents: This is not an insurance policy. It is a voluntary program that is neither approved, endorsed or regulated by the Oklahoma Department 
of Insurance and the program is not guaranteed under the Oklahoma Life and Health Insurance Guaranty Association.
Especially for Pennsylvania Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an 
insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share 
the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for insurance. Whether you receive any financial gifts for 
medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for South Dakota Residents: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s program is not an insurance contract. This plan does not fall under the jurisdiction of the 
South Dakota Division of Insurance and the plan is not covered under the South Dakota guaranty fund.
Especially for Wisconsin Residents: Attention: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an 
insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share 
the burden of your medical bills is entirely voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts 
for medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain responsible for the payment of your own medical bills.

Prayer requests this month: These are prayer requests only. Please send your monthly financial gift to 
the CHM office (see instructions on your Member Gift Form monthly statement). We invite you to send cards or words of 
encouragement to the people listed below.
Teresa Bagwell: 3754 FM 1249E, 
Kilgore, TX 75662 Teresa is undergoing 
chemotherapy to treat a cancerous tumor.

Billy Boyd: 127 Dogwood Rd, Toccoa, 
GA 30577 Billy is battling cancer.

Tom & Laura Garrett: 6500 Doris Ct, 
Granbury, TX 76048  Tom, a missionary, 
was diagnosed with Stage 3 cancer and 
has returned home for treatment.

Rene Gomez: 1321 S 13th St, Kingfisher, 
OK 73750 Rene was diagnosed with 
cancer.

Waylon Jr. & Kimberely Guffey: 2245 
Church Ave, Rainsville, AL 35986 
Kimberely was diagnosed with an 
inoperable brain tumor that has caused 
her to go blind.

Mark & Lynne Hill: 8726 Phillips Rd, 
Holland, NY 14080 Mark was diagnosed 
with melanoma of the liver.

Emmanual & Fannie Hostetler: 6643 
Summer Shade Rd, Beaumont, KY 
42124 The Hostetlers’ son, Joseph (5), was 
diagnosed with leukemia.

Tony & Debra King: 151 West Dr, 
Spartanburg, NC 29303 Debra was 
diagnosed with cancer.

Craig & Lisa Mercer: 4205 East Penn Ct, 
Bloomington, IN 47408  Lisa suffers from 
siezures daily and doctors haven’t been 
able to diagnose the cause.

Timothy & Katlyn Piazza: 6205 
Meadowbrook Ave, Cleveland, OH 
44144  The Piazzas’ infant daughter was 
diagnosed with a brain tumor.

Ruth Poe: 132 Saylong Dr, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15235 Ruth had a heart attack.

Tracy & Christa Prows: 327 SW 17th St, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315 Tracy has 
cancer and his doctors are not optimistic.

Steven & Cindie Sandoval: 205 
Gleneagle Dr, Byron GA 31008  Cindie 
was diagnosed with Stage 4 breast cancer 
that has spread to her bones.

Tina Shertz: 11098 CR 9510, West 
Plains, MO 65775 Tina’s son, Lucas (17), 
was in a serious car accident and so far has 
been unresponsive.

Joel & Karen Silos: PO Box 311655, New 
Braunfels, TX 78131 The Silos’ son, David 
(who has Down Syndrome and autism) is 
in hospice for pneumonia.

Zachary & Melissa Troyer: 100 Summit 
St, Seneca, SC 29678 The Troyers’ 
daughter, Larken, was born four months 
premature.

Mrs. C. Valerio: 1603 Spiderlily View, 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 Just after her 
husband passed away, Mrs. Valerio was 
diagnosed with breast cancer.
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